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Observations by the Editor

The Real
Convergence

n page 17 of this issue there is an

article of mine that is titled, “The
Great ConvergenceFizzle.” Itisabout the
failure of three sensational prophecies
that were supposed to converge in Sep-
tember. They were propheciesof menand
not of God. They were “prophecies’ that
cannot be found in the Bible.

Yet, many Bible prophecy students
and teachers gave a lot of attention to
these so-called prophecies— to the point
that many people became almost hysteri-
cal in response to them. We were inun-
dated with inquiries about them, and we
tried to assure peopl e that there was noth-
ing to them.

| guessit isonly human for peopleto
focus on the sensational. But it is also
tragic becauseit resultsin Bible prophecy
being held in contempt by most people.
Thewholefield of eschatology (the study
of end times) tendsto be aplayground for
fanatics.

| had afellow call me one time and
ask, “What iswrong with your ministry?’
| asked him what he was talking about,
and he replied, “Y ou are always harping
on the same thing — about the soon
return of Jesus. When are you going to
come up with something new?’ By some-
thing “new” he meant something weird
and sensationa .

I make no apologies for focusing on
the Lord’ s soon return. That iswhat God
has called me to do. Furthermore, the
promises of God's Word are so specta
cular that | don’t need to come up with
sensational and imaginative things.

That's why the Apostle Paul wrote
this fantastic statement: “For | consider
that the sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the glory
that is to be revealed to us.” Wow! That
is a mouthful. | know some people who
aresuffering mightily, including my wife,
and this verse says that no matter what
they may suffer, it isnothing compared to
the glorious promises of God that await
them at death or at the Rapture.

Just think about those promises for a
moment: the Rapture, glorified bodies,
life eternal in aNew Jerusalem on aNew

Dr. David R. Reagan

Earth in the presence of God the Father and
His Son. No moreillness. No more pain. No
more disappointments. No more weeping.
No more death.

It is no wonder that the Apostle Paul
made the following declaration in 1 Corin-

thians 2:9 —

No eye has seen,

No ear has heard,

Nor has the mind of Man conceived
What God has prepared

For those who love Him.

We need to focus on the specific pro-
phecies and promises in God's Word and
not the fanciful speculations of men. As |

said before, Bible prophecy can be a play-

ground for fanatics, but it can aso be green
pastures for disciples. That's because it
builds faith and hope.

One final point. There really is a pro-
phetic convergence going on in the world.
Thiswas one of the major pointsin my book
about the signs of the times which | titled,
Living on Borrowed Time: The Imminent
Return of Jesus. | pointed out that the many
signs the Bible tells us to look for that will
signal the Lord’ ssoon return are converging
today asnever before, clearly indicating that

we are living in the season when Jesus will

break from the heavens.

W Blog: lamblion.us

Facebook: |amblion.com/face
book

(&’ Twitter: christnprophecy

@ YouTube: youtube.com/user/
ChristinProphecy

@} Lamb & Lion App: lamblion.mobi
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TheJewish Temples:

Wherewerethey located?

Dr. David R. Reagan

have been receiving a lot of inquiries recently concerning a

book written by Robert Cornukethat issimply titled, Temple.
Thesub-titleis, “ Amazing New Discoveries That Change Every-
thing About The Location Of Solomon’s Temple,” which reads
like a Madison Avenue advertising slogan.

Thethesis of thisbook is startling. It assertsthat the Jewish
Temples (Solomon’s and Herod's) were located south of the
Temple Mount in the ancient City of David and that the entire
Temple Mount was the Antonia Fortress where Roman troops
were garrisoned.

Theauthor, Robert Cornuke, toutshimself asa“former FBI-
trained police investigator.” 2

Geographical Information

Before | takealook at hisargumentsin behalf of hisradical
thesis, let’ stake alook at the city of Jerusalem and its historical
development.

This is what the Old City (the walled city) of Jerusalem
looks like today:

Muslim ——
o | Quarter
Christian | 5
Quarter || | Temple | Gates:
| ,_---"j'l, Mount 1. New Gate
__F___——J\——J—" ish \ 2. Damascus Gate
. ewls \ 3. Herod's Gate
Armenian| s S rere
J Quarter - 4. Lions' Gate
Q”aﬁe" | 5. Golden Gate (closed)
|'J 6. Dung Gate
§ 7. Zion Gate
8. Jaffa Gate

The walls you see on the diagram above were built by
Suleiman the M agnificent between 1537 and 1541. Thewallsdid
not enclose Mount Zion which is located directly south of the
Armenian Quarter, despite the fact that the Mount had always
been included within the walls in previous years.

The story is the two architects of the walls cheated on the
job and pocketed the money that should have been spent on the
construction of the walls to encompass Mount Zion. They were
executed for doing so, and their tomb can be seen today just
inside the Jaffa Gate.®

What comes as a surprise to contemporary pilgrims is that
none of the ancient City of David, the original Jerusalem, is
enclosed within the walls as they exist today. That tiny Jebusite
village that David conquered consisted of a little finger of
elevated land of only 13 acres that was located directly south of

the Temple Mount. Its exact location in relation to the Old City
that existstoday is indicated on the map below.

Temple
Mount

Ancient
City of David =

Background Information

The Bible says that in anticipation of building a temple,
King David bought athreshing floor to serveasitssite (2 Samuel
24:24). Thetraditional, historical and archaeol ogical viewshave
been that the threshing floor was located immediately north of
the City of David on a much higher elevation called Mount
Moriah. It isthe opinion of most biblical scholarsthat this area
on top of Mount Moriah, called the Temple Mount, is where
Solomon’s Temple was built.

Solomon’'s Temple was destroyed in 587 BC by the Baby-
lonianswho took the surviving Jewsinto captivity. Seventy years
later, the Jews returned to Jerusalem and rebuilt what is known
as The Second Temple. According to Ezra 3:10-13 thiswas a
much |ess el aborate templ e than the one that Solomon had built,
due to the poverty of the returning refugees.

Five hundred years later in about 20 BC, King Herod the
Great decided to magnify the beauty of this temple. Part of his
plan was to enlarge the Temple Mount platform. To do so, he
built an incredible retaining wall al around the mount and filled
it with dirt to produce a very large, level platform of 36 acres.
The sacrifices continued inthe Temple courtyard throughout this
construction process, and therefore, Herod' s Temple continued
to be known as The Second Temple.

Herod's Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD,
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and the Temple Mount stood vacant until the late 7th Century
when a Muslim shrine, called the Dome of the Rock, was built
by the Umayyad Caliph, Abd a-Madlik. It was completed in 691
AD. It was supposedly built on the site of the Jewish Temple and
was therefore considered to be a symbol of the triumph of 1slam
over Judaism. It was also considered to be a symbol of Islam’s
triumph over Christianity since it stood higher than the nearby
Church of the Holy Sepulcher.

In the early 8th Century an Islamic house of worship was
built at the southern end of the Temple Mount, called the Al-
AgsaMosqgue. Today, the Temple Mount looks like the diagram
below.
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In 1967, at the end of the Six Day War, the Israglis con-
guered the Old City and gained sovereignty over the Temple
Mount for the first time in ailmost 1,900 years. But in order to
placate the Muslim masses, Moshe Dayan, the Isragli Defense
Minister, immediately announced that the Muslims would be
given administrative control over the Mount.

S0, today, the Muslims control the Temple Mount although
Israel retains sovereignty over it. Because of the Muslim control,
no archaeological research is allowed. The Israelis have dug up
the areato the south of the Temple Mount and have revealed the
steps leading up to the entrance gates to the Mount that were
used by the general public at the time of Christ. They have also
uncovered huge mikvahs (baptismal pools) that were used for
ceremonial cleansing before entering the Temple complex.

Because the Temple Mount is under Muslim control, and
because the Muslims are intolerant of al other religions, there

are strict rules of conduct for those who are alowed on the
Temple Mount. Men and women cannot hold hands. No Bible
reading is allowed, and groups are not allowed to pray.

The Temple' sLocation

Over the years, and continuing until today, there hasbeen a
running debate among scholars as to where the Temple was
located on the Temple Mount. The majority opinion among both
archaeologistsand Jewish expertsisthat the Templewas|ocated
where the Dome of the Rock stands.*

A few have postulated that the Temple was located at the
south end of the Temple Mount near where the Al-AgsaMosgue
stands today.®

The strongest aternative is the one that was proposed in
1983 by anIsragli physicist, Dr. Asher Kaufman. Hebelievesthe
Temple was located about 200 feet to the north of the Dome of
the Rock, and he has presented some very solid argumentsfor his
view.®

But the bottom line is that no one knows for certain where
the Temple was located on the Temple Mount, and its exact
location will not be determined until archaeologists are alowed
to conduct explorations on top and under the Mount.

A Revisionist Proposal

In the year 2000, a man by the name of Dr. Ernest Martin
made the startling proposal that the Temple was not located on
the Temple Mount at all. In his book, The Temples that Jerusa-
lem Forgot, he presented the theory that the Temple Mount was
in fact the location of the Antonia Fortress where Roman troops
were garrisoned, and that the Jewish templeswerelocated to the
south of the Temple Mount in the City of David.”

Robert Cornuke hassimply popularized Martin’ sthesis, and
he acknowledges thisin the introduction of hisbook.? Let’ stake
alook at hisargumentsin behalf of histhesis.

The City of David isZion

Cornuke's first argument, and his basic one, is that the
Jewish Temples werelocated in Zion, and that Zion was aname
for the City of David. As proof of this, he quotes 2 Samuel 5:7
which says, “. . . David captured the stronghold of Zion, that is
the city of David.”

It istruethat at the time David conquered the Jebusite city
of Jebus, the Jews who subsequently occupied the city changed
its name and started referring to it as The City of David or Zion,
and ultimately they gave it the name of Jerusalem. But the term,
Zion, is not used in the Bible to refer exclusively to the original
City of David. Over a period of time, it became an aternative
name for the whole city of Jerusalem as it grew north to Mount
Moriah (the Temple Mount) and then started spreading west
across the Tyropoean Valley.

Evidence of this can be found in Isaiah 2:3 where it says,
“And many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to
the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob;
that He may teach us concerning Hisways and that we may walk
in His paths.” For the law will go forth from Zion and the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem.” The last phrase of this quotation
isaclassic example of Hebrew parallelism whereby the second
part of the phrase says the same thing as the first part, but in
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different words — equating Zion with Jerusalem. This sentence
was written in the 8th Century BC, long after Jerusalem had
grown beyond the original city of David.

Bringing the Ark Up to the Temple

Further biblical evidencethat the Templewaslocated above
the City of David on Mount Moriah can befound in 2 Chronicles
5:2 where it tells what Solomon did after he completed the
building of the Temple:

“Then Solomon assembled to Jerusalem the
elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes,
the leaders of the fathers households of the
sons of Israel, to bring up the Ark of the Cove-
nant of the LORD out of the city of David,
which is Zion.”

This passage makesiit clear that the Temple could not have
been located in the City of David. In order for the Ark of the
Covenant to be placed in the Holy of Halies, it had to be taken
out of the City of David and brought up to
the Temple. And what was the Ark doing in
the City of David? It swhere David placed it
in a tent when he brought it from Kiriath-
jearim to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 16:1).

Study the diagram ontheright. The City
of David is the small finger of land at the
bottom, from the dotted east-west line to the
south. During Solomon’s reign, the city
started growing north up the Ophel (the
danted rise from the City of David to the
Temple Mount). Where the Temple is lo-
cated on this diagram is Mount Moriah,
which today is usually referred to as the
TempleMount. And, again, noticehow small
the areais. The Temple Mount is 400 yards
wide, but when you go south, the walls taper
down to awidth of less than 200 yards.

Fish Gate

Aalren ayp

Valley Gate

Returning to Cornuke’ sbasic thesisthat
the Temples had to be located in the City of
David becauseitisreferred to as Zion, itisa
thesis that cannot be sustained.

The Threshing Floor

Cornuke’ ssecond main argument isthat
the threshing floor which David purchased
for the location of the Temple was situated
within the City of David (2 Samuel 24:18-
25). Thisis also a bogus argument.

Lower Pool ——}

Pool of Shiloah

Dung Gate

Hinnom Valley

Again, Cornuke's only basis for this assertion isthat since
the Temple was located in Zion, the threshing floor had to bein
the City of David. But the Bible says otherwise in 2 Chronicles
31—

Then Solomon began to build the house of the
LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where
the LORD had appeared to hisfather David, at
the place that David had prepared on the
threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

This verse makes it very clear that the threshing floor on
which the Temple was built was located on Mount Moriah, and

F
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Water Gate
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notinthe City of David. Furthermore, threshing floorsin biblical
timeswere never located inside cities. Instead, they werelocated
on high placesin agricultural areas where the wind could catch
the chaff.°

Cornuke makesthebizarre claimthat thethreshing floor that
David purchased was actually located over the Gihon Spring in
the City of David. But as one of his critics has put it:*°

The reason the Temple was not built on top of
the Gihon Spring is the same reason people do
not put a toilet in the middle of the kitchen
table where food is eaten. The temple was
built on athreshing floor. Threshing floorsare
dirty and were never built near springs. The
particles would contaminate the water as the
chaff from the wheat was blown away from
the husk.

All these factors make it clear that a threshing floor inside
the tiny City of David isjust not a possibility.

The Water

Cornuke’ sthird major argument relates
to the Jewish Temple's need for abundant
water in order to wash away the blood of
animal sacrifices. He asserts that because of
this need, the Temple had to be situated in
the City of David over the Gihon Spring. He
cites two biblical passages — Joel 3:18 and
Ezekiel 47:1-7 — to prove that the Gihon
Spring was under the Temple.

Morth

West East
5

The passage in Joel says, “. . . and in
that day the mountains will drip with sweet
wine, and the hills will flow with milk, and
all the brooks of Judah will flow with water;
and a spring will go out from the house of
the LORD to water the valley of Shittim.”
Similarly, the passage in Ezekiel says that
water will flow from under the threshold of
the Temple. The water will form ariver that
will flow to the Dead Sea, and when it reach-
esthat point, it will refresh the seaand bring
it alive with “living creatures.”

Kidron Valley

Gihon Brook

The Shiloah
Spring

Gate of the Spring
(Fountain Gate)

The problem with these passagesisthat
they are both presented in a Millennia con-
text, and therefore they have nothing to do

100 200 300 400

yards

with the biblical temples. The verses are
talking about the Millennial Temple which
will be built after Jesus returns. And keep in mind that the Bible
says that when the Second Coming occurs, there will be the
greatest earthquake in history — one that will impact the entire
world (Revelation 6:12-17 and Revelation 16:18-20). Every
island will be moved. Mountainswill be lowered, plainswill be
lifted, and the topography of Jerusalem will be drastically
changed (Zechariah 14:10). So, thereisno way that Cornuke can
prove that these verses are talking about the Gihon Spring.

The fact that the topography of Jerusalem is going to be
radically revised is attested to by the size of the Millennia
Templethat isdescribedin Ezekiel 40-48. Bible prophecy expert
Dr. John C. Whitcomb describesiit this way:*
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The area of the Temple courts (500 x 500
“reeds,” or about one square mile) would be
larger than the entire ancient walled city of
Jerusalem, and the holy portion for priestsand
Levites (20,000 x 25,000 reeds, or about 40 x
50 miles) would cover an area six times the
size of greater London today and could not
possibly be placed within present-day Pales-
tine, that is between the Jordan River and the
Mediterranean Sea (Ezekiel 47:18), to say
nothing of the* portion of the prince” on either
side of this area (Ezekiel 45:7, 47:21). The
Millennial Jerusalem would be about 40 miles
in circumference and thus ten times the cir-
cumference of theancient city. Furthermore, it
would be somewhat north of the present site of
the city, and the Temple area would be about
ten miles north of that, on the way to Samarial

The map below shows the size of Millennial Israel and the
gigantic size of the Temple area. As you can see, the Temple
areawill be so big that it will extend over the Jordan River as it
exists today.*

Hgma'rh Dan
Mediterranean Sl
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® Damascus Ephraim
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\ 9 Judah
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These are the dimensions of the land God promised to Abraham.

It is true that the Temples required a lot of water for the
cleansing of the sacrificial atars. But that water was supplied by
an aqueduct that Solomon built about 950 BC. It transported
water to the Temple Mount from the Spring of Atan which was
located near Bethlehem.™

The Stones

Oneof Cornuke' scornerstoneargumentsthat heemphasizes
repeatedly isthat Jesus prophesied that the entire Temple com-
plex would be destroyed to the point that “not one stone will be
left upon another” (Matthew 24:2). He then points out that the
retaining walls of the Temple Mount remain standing to thisday.
Therefore, he concludes that the Temple could not have been

located on the Temple Mount. In contrast, he points out that
nothing is left of the Templein the City of David.

Thisargument is nothing but hot air. Jesus did not prophesy
the destruction of the Temple complex, and the reason there is
nothing left of the Templein the City of David is because it was
never there.

Y oucanfind Jesus prophecy inthreeplaces. Matthew 24:1-
2, Mark 13:1-2 and Luke 21:5-6. In al three places it is very
clear that His prophecy relates only to the buildings on the
Temple Mount and not to the retaining walls around the Mount.
Consider Matthew 24:1-2 —

1) Jesus came out from the temple and was
going away when His disciples came up to
point out the temple buildings to Him.

2) And He said to them, “Do you not see all
these things? Truly | say to you, not one stone

here will be left upon another, which will not
be torn down.”

Asyou can clearly seein this passage, the prophecy relates
to the Temple buildings, and not the retaining walls.

Tigris River

Euphrates River

®Babylon

X
Ur

0 50 |00 miles
L e el

The Coin

Cornuke makes a big deal out of a coin that archaeologists
found at the base of the southwest corner of the Temple Mount
retaining wall. He says the coin was dated 20 AD and it proves
that the wallswere not compl eted by that date. He concludesthat
the western wall was not built by Herod, and therefore Herod's
Temple could not have been located on the Temple Mount.

Thefact of the matter isthat the construction of the Temple
complex continued long after King Herod's death. John 2:20
says that the building of the Temple complex took 46 years —
until about 27 or 28 AD. And recent archaeol ogical excavations
have revealed that although the Western Wall, where Jews pray

page 6 The Lamplighter

November - December 2015



today, was built in Herod' slifetime, the southwest corner of the
Temple Mount where the coin was found, was not completed
until around 30 AD.* In fact, Josephus reports that the Temple
complex was still receiving further embellishments and repairs
right up to the time that the First Jewish Revolt broke out in 66
AD.®

The Debris

One important point that Cornuke overlooksisthat thereis
tons of debris on the east and west sides of the Temple Mount.
This rubble was piled up when the Roman soldiers pushed the
stones of the Temple buildings off the top of the Temple Mount.

Thisdebrisis so deep that when people stand at the Western
Wall (or “Wailing Wall") today, they are actually standing 50
feet above the base of the wall where a street was located in the
time of Jesus. On the eastern side of the Temple Mount, the
debrisisso deepthat it coversthetop of theancient Eastern Gate
which exists directly below the present gate.

This leads to a crucia question: If the Temple Mount was
the location of the Roman fortress, why did the Roman soldiers
tear down their own fortress and then go to the enormoustrouble
of pushing the remains over the top of the Temple Mount? It just
makes no sense.

wall. The only open spaceisthe Western Wall where Jews go to
pray, and it is considered to be a sacred and untouchable area.
But excavations have been conducted at the southwest corner of
the Western Wall. The photo below shows that corner and some
of the huge stones that were pushed off the top of the Temple
Mount.

. 7 --nh; mﬂk hﬁmwwg': e
Th|5|saphoto of theeaster n wall of the Temple M ount, taken from the M ount of Olives, looking west over theKldron Valley. Thered linestarts
at the southeast corner of the TempleMount retainingwall, and asit movesto theright (north) it rises steeply, indicating the amount of debris
that is piled up against thewall. The arrow pointsto the current Eastern Gate which islocated on top of the ancient gate.

Excavations

Since 1967, when the Israglis reconquered the Old City in
the Six Day War, they have excavated the southern end of the
Temple Mount. They found the steps |eading up to the entrance
to the Temple complex. And they uncovered huge ceremonial
baths (mikvahs) which were used for spiritual cleansing before
entering the Temple.

The discovery of these baths solved a mystery that appears
in Acts chapter 2. That chapter records the first Gospel sermon
that the Apostle Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost — a
sermon he presented on the Temple grounds. We are told that
3,000 responded to the sermon and were baptized. Scholarshave
always wondered where that many people could have been
baptized in Jerusalem. Now we know.

Thelsraelishave not carried out excavationson theeast side
of the Temple Mount because a Muslim cemetery is located
there. The graves are located on top of the tons of debristhat is
piled up against that wall.

On the west side, they are unable to conduct excavations
because buildings have been built over the debrisright up to the

In the midst of the rubble that has been | eft at the southwest
corner of the Temple Mount is a stone that is inscribed with the
words, “To the place of trumpeting.” It marksthe spot at the top
of the Temple Mount where the priestly trumpeter would have
stood to sound the trumpet signaling the beginning and end of
Sabbath days and festivals. This stone clearly indicates that the
Temple Mount was a Jewish sacred place, and not the site of a
Roman fortress.

13 T‘ILI'I}" ran I'1J"|‘:|L

Thetrumpeting stone.
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An artist’s very accurate rendition of Jerusalem at the time of
Solomon. Theoriginal City of David isat the bottom. The Ophel is
right aboveit. Thisistheinclinethat leadsup tothe TempleM ount.
The Templeis shown on Mount Moriah. The steep ravine on the
right is the Kidron Valley. The Mount of Olives isto the right,
across the Kidron Valley. The shallower valley on the left is the
Tyropoeon Valley. (Source: http://theworl dnewsmedia.org/2010%20Watch
tower %20Library%20Maps.)

Warning Signs

Something Cornuke did not mention in his book isthat two
warning signs have been discovered that clearly indicate the
Temple was located on the Temple Mount. These are signs that
warned that non-Jews could not cross the stone balustrade that
separated the sacred Temple areafrom the Court of the Gentiles.
These signs are mentioned in the writings of Josephus.*®

The first of these signs carved in stone was found in 1871
near the Lion's Gate located at the northeastern corner of the
Temple Mount, nowhere near the City of David. A second one
was discovered in the 1930's near the same location.”

e
- +* - i

s sl
The Temple warning stone that is now in the Museum of the An-
cient Orient in Istanbul, Turkey.

The Size

One of the most devastating arguments against Cornuke’s
theory relates to the size of the Temple platform on which the
Temple sat. According to both Josephus and the Mishnah (a
collection of rabbinical oral traditions), the Templeplatformwas
500 by 500 cubits in size. The cubit used by Solomon was the
long royal Egyptian cubit which was 20.67 inches long.*® That
would make the Temple platform 861 feet square.

There is simply no way that this platform could havefit in
the City of David. Again, the City of David was atiny village
when David conquered it. It consisted of only 13 acres and was
400 feet wide by 1,800 feet long. The placement of a temple
platform 861 feet square in the village would look like the
diagram below.

Asyou can see, the Temple platform would have stuck out
over the deep Kidron ravine, hanging in the sky! In Cornuke's
book, he has some drawings he commissioned showing the
Templesitting in the City of David, but they are very misleading
because they are not drawn to scale.

Concluding Thoughts

Cornuke offers some other arguments in behaf of his
theory, but | have covered all the main ones.

| think it isimportant to note that the leaders of the Temple
Mount Institute in Jerusalem are the world’ s leading experts on
the Jewish Temples. They have spent their lives studying the
ancient manuscripts related to the Temple, and their conclusion
isthat “. . . there is no doubt that the Dome of the Rock is the
location of the First and Second Temples. . .”*

One of Christendom’s foremost experts on the Temples,
Randall Price, agrees with this conclusion. He further observes,
“. .. while evidence of the First Templ€'s construction is scarce
... evidence for the Herodian Second Templeisreplete, bothin
the original documentary sources and the archeological re-
mains.”?° And he then points out that the Bible explicitly states
that the Second Temple was built on the foundation of the First
(Ezra2:68 and 9:9).

The cover of Cornuke’ sbook has asuperscription abovethe
title which reads. “Could History Be So Stunningly Wrong?”
The answer isaresounding “No!” =

(Reference notes for this article are included with the version that is posted on
our website at www.lamblion.com.)
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Temple Denial
Dr. David R. Reagan

ost people are familiar with Holocaust Denial — the

assertion that the Holocaust is a myth conjured up by the
Jews to create sympathy and support for the Jewish people. But
few seem to be aware of a similar anti-Semitic concept called
“Temple Denial.” It is the claim that no Jewish Temple ever
existed in Jerusalem on the Temple Mount.

Thisidea circulated among Muslims for many years, but it
did not become well known until the year 2000 when Y asser
Arafat proclaimed to President Clinton at the Camp David
Summit Conference that “ Solomon’s Temple was not in Jerusa-
lem, but Nablus.”* This bizarre claim was picked up by the press
and was circulated worldwide. Two years later, Arafat again
asserted that there was “not a single stone proving that the
Templeof Solomonwasthere[in Jerusalem] becausehistorically
the Temple was not in Palestine at all.”? Then, to everyone's
amazement, he claimed it waslocated in Y emen and that he had
personally visited the site!

Despite the fact that Arafat was neither an

offered burnt offerings and peace offerings (2
Samuel 24:25).

This statement was contained in all of the guidebooks up to
and including the one published in 1950. But after 1950, the
statement was inexplicably removed from subsequent issues.®

Today, Temple Denia has become an integrated part of
Palestinian mythology, affirmed by politicians, clerics and
scholars. Together with the equally absurd claim that Jesus was
a Palestinian, an attempt is being made to erase the Jewish
presence from the history of the land.

As far back as 1973, King Faisal of Saudi Arabia pro-
claimed on Radio Riyadh that “the Jews have no connection
whatsoever with Jerusalem and have no sacraments there. They
claim that the Temple of Solomon isthere. . . [but] the Temple
of Solomon does not exist in Jerusalem.”®

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas is both a Holocaust
Denier and a Temple Denier. He had thisto say about the Jewish
Temple: “. . . they [the Jews] claim that 2,000 years ago they had
a Temple. | challenge this assertion that there ever has been a

Jewish Temple. But evenif so, we do not accept
it...”” How’'sthat for logic?

historian or an archaeologist or a student of the
Bible, hisinsane assertion spread likeawild fire
across the Muslim world, and since that time, it
has become a“fact” in Muslim thinking.

What makesthis particularly strangeisthat
there is a long history of Muslim affirmations
that the Jewish Temples were located on the
Temple Mount.

For example, Sura 17:1 in the Quran tells
about amiraculousnight journey of Mohammed
from the “Sacred Mosque’ in Mecca to the
“Farthest Mosque,” whoselocation isnot identi-
fied. No mosgue of any kind existed in Jerusa-
lem during Mohammed's lifetime, yet over the
years, Muslim commentators have claimed that
it was located in Jerusalem. What is relevant to
Temple Denidl is the fact that an 11th Century

A TRIEF GUTDE

AL-HARAM AL-SHARIF
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Walid Awad, former director of publica
tionsfor the PLO, stated in December 1996 that
the Jewish Temple was probably located in
“Jericho or somewhere else.”® The Palestinian
Authority’s chief religious official, Taissir
Tamimi, has stated, “I know of Muslim and
Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, but | don’t
know of any Jewish holy sitesin it.”®

A Palestinian academic, Dr. Issam Sis-
salem, Professor of Middle East History at the
Islamic University of Gaza, has asserted that
Solomon’ s Templenever existed. He hasfurther
stated that the idea of such a Temple “is the
biggest liein history by thoseliars[the Jews]."*°
A few yearslater, headded, “ Thereisno histori-
cal text that proves the existence of Solomon’'s
Temple, or that it has area history, other than

Muslim historian and a 14th Century Iranian

religious scholar both claimed in their writings The 1924 Islamic guidebook to the
that the mosque was the Al-Agsa Mosque Temple Mount which affirms that the

the Bible, and the Bible . . . was based on an-
cient legends.”*

In November of 2014, the PLO’s Depart-

(which sitson the TempleMount today) and that Jewish Temples were located on the ment of National Affairs issued a warning to
the mosque “was built on top of Solomon’s Mount. “Al-Haram Al-Sharif” is the journalists not to use the term, “ Temple Mount”

Temple.”®

An amost identical affirmation of the
Jewish Temples being located on the Temple Mount can be
found in the guidebooks to the Dome of the Rock that were
published by the Supreme Muslim Council in Jerusalem,
beginning in 1924. All of them contained the following state-
ment:*

The site [of the Dome of the Rock] is one of
the oldest in the world. Its sanctity dates from
the earliest (perhaps from pre-historic) times.
I tsidentity with the site of Solomon’s Temple
is beyond dispute. This, too, is the spot, ac-
cording to the universal belief, on which
David built there an atar unto the Lord, and

Islamic namefor the Dome of the Rock. \yhen describing the site of the Dome of the
It means, “ The Noble Sanctuary.”

Rock and the Al-AgsaMosque.* The reason for
this demand: “ The Al-Agsa Mosque compound
isnot adisputed territory and all other terms, therefore, are null
and void.”

All of these Alice-in-Wonderland statementsaresimply part
of a propaganda campaign to divorce the Jewish people from
their historic capital city. And al their hot air is atotal waste of
timebecausethe Bible makesit clear that a Third Templewill be
built in Jerusalem on the same location as the first two — and
that will be on the Temple Mount (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, Reve-
lation 11:1-2 and Revelation 13:6). ==

Note: The reference notes for this article are posted with the version
that appears on our website.
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Chzistian Living

A Difficult Question:
Why Do The Ungodly Succeed?

Dennis Pollock

(Editor’s note: Thisis a very in-
sightful article about one of the
greatest problems that Christians
wrestle with. | urge you to read it
carefully and give it much thought.
The author was an Associate Evan-
gelist with Lamb & Lion for 11
years before he decided to form his
own ministry of evangelism called
Spirit of Grace. It isamed primar-
ily at the people of Africa. You can
find the ministry on the Internet at
WwWw.sogmin.org.)

Dennis Pollock

ewho are Christianshavelearned to give God theglory for

any and all successwe may experience. Although we may
have worked hard and given ourselves totally toward that suc-
cess, we know that we didn’t achieve our goal s through our dili-
gence alone. We understand that it was God's grace that sus-
tained us, enlightened us, and provided all that was necessary to
bring our plansand dreamsto fruition. In recognizing thisweare
in full harmony with the psalmist who declared:

For they (Israel) did not gain possession of the
land by their own sword, nor did their own
arm save them; but it was Your right hand,
Y our arm, and the light of Y our countenance,
because Y ou favored them. (Psalm 44:3)

Not only dowegive God the credit for our successes, but we
love it when we hear others do so, especially when they are
celebrities. Who of ushasn’t beenthrilled to hear an athl ete, after
awinning effort in the Super Bowl or World Series, say some-
thing like, “I want to give thanks to my Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Without Him this never would have been possible.” We
may supposethat it was because this person prayed, stood on the
promises of God in the Scriptures, and went into the contest with
his heart overflowing with faith, that he was able to triumph.

A Difficult Problem

Theproblemwith al of thisisthat Christiansaren’t the only
oneswho achieve major successesin thislife. For every football
player on the winning team who is an evangelical Christian,
there are probably nine others who are not.

Many of the highly successful athletes drink, carouse, and
live utterly immoral lives when they are not on the field. When
they areinterviewed they do not give glory to God. Flushed with
success and the adulation of their fans, they are way too full of
themselves to even think about God, and attribute their success
to hard work, good luck, and being much smarter than the other

guys.
Thisis problematic for many Christians. We would like to

suppose that when you pray, stay humble, and confess the Scrip-
tures you succeed, and when you neglect these things you will

surely fail.

But many sinners do not fail. Many men and women who
never pray, never touch the Bible, and give God no serious
consideration succeed masterfully intheir careers, oftenrising far
higher than their evangelical counterparts. Sometimesweignore
thisand pretend it does not exist, but any serious scrutiny of life
in our world revealsthat it is so.

An Example

Steve Jobswas an excellent exampl e of this. Jobswasabril-
liant man with a great eye for creating beautiful computer pro-
ductswith simple, elegant lines. He was al so ageniusin market-
ing his products. With his company, Applencorporated, hefirst
revol utionized the computer industry, and then proceeded to do
the same thing with the telephone and music industry. iMacs,
iPhones, iPods, and iPads saturated the U. S. and many other
parts of the world, and created a hysterical feeding frenzy with
every new offering.

Jobs became amillionaire at 21 and amultimillionaire soon
after that. In time his millions turned into billions. The college
dropout became one of the wealthiest, most influential, and
successful business leadersin the world.

Steve Jobs

Steve Jobs was no Christian. As a teenager he asked his
pastor if God knew about the starving children he had seen on
the cover of Life Magazine. His pastor assured him that God
knows everything. Jobs angrily replied, “Well, | don’t want to
have anything to do with that God,” and never returned to
church. Eventually he adopted a Buddhist philosophy, and
summed up hisfeelingsabout religion by saying that all religions
lead to the same house, and that sometimes he believed that
house existed and sometimes he didn'’t.

What thismeansisthat Steve Jobs accomplished all that he
did without prayer (at least not from a Christian perspective)
without reading the Bible, without faith in God, and without ever
claiming any promisesfromthe Bible. . . In addition, from most
accounts he was a mean, driven CEO that instilled such fear in
his employees that many shunned getting into an elevator with
him. Gracious, kind, gentle, and compassionate were words
never used to describe Apple’'s passionate and obsessed CEO.
And yet he was more successful — enormously, fantastically
successful — than most praying, God-fearing, Bible-reading
Christians could ever dream.

Steve Jobs is an extreme example but we see similar folks
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al the time in a miniature version.
Our world isfilled with people who
do very well, achieve great success
in their fields, live in beautiful
houses, driveexpensivecars, eat out
at fine restaurants, have lots of
friendsand admirers... and haveno
use for God whatsoever.

The harsh and shocking reality isthis: it isvery possible to
liveagodlesslife, never praying or acknowledging God, and still
succeed quitewell in your career — and sometimes even in your
relationships. How can this be?

An Ancient Dilemma

This issue troubled Job exceedingly. In one of his long
complaints, he asks:

Why do the wicked live and become old, yes,
become mighty in power? Their descendants
are established with them in their sight, and
their offspring before their eyes. Their houses
aresafefromfear ... They spendtheir daysin
wesalth . . . (Job 21:7-13)

Similarly, the psalmist Asaph wastroubled over this matter,
and wrote: “As for me, my feet had amost stumbled . . . | was
enviousof the boastful, when | saw the prosperity of the wicked”
(Psalm 73:2-3). From Asaph’s perspective, seeing wicked men
doing very, very well in life is no small thing. It was almost
enough to make this godly man fall away from God.

Tounderstand thismystery, we must recognize that God has
created our world with a great many “built-in” laws, and these
laws apply to sinners and saints equally. In the physical ream,
if a Christian and an atheist wander off the side of a cliff, they
will both fall to the bottom with equal velocity. The Christian
will not land softly in the arms of angels while the atheist slams
into therocksand iskilled . . . Being born again through faith in
Christ doesagreat many thingsfor us, but it does not changethe
physical laws of our world, or suspend them when we behave
foolishly.

TheLaw of Diligence

God has fixed things so that when we work diligently and
consistently we tend to succeed, and when we apply ourselves
half-heartedly we tend to fail. Proverbs says, “He who has a
dack hand becomes poor, but the hand of the diligent makes
rich” (Proverbs 10:4). To which diligent people does it refer?
Diligent Christians? Diligent Buddhists? Diligent Hindus? Dili-
gent Australians, Canadians, Chinese?

The answer is all of these, and every other category of men
and women you can name. Diligence nearly alwaystendstoward
prosperity and laziness toward lack. Suppose you have a situ-
ation in an office where two men are up for promotion. Oneisa
Christian and the other has no usefor God. The Christian goesto
church, reads his Bible, prays that he will get the promotion —
but islazy and amost never putsin afull day’ swork. The other
man curses and goes to dirty movies, but at the office he works
harder, longer, and smarter than anyonethere, including the boss.
Y ou can guess which man will get the promotion!

Another reason God allows the ungodly successisthat He
has determined to give our world the appearance of randomness.

Should He cause praying Christians

“Truesuccessislivingalifethat pleases  to aways succeed, and sinners to

fail miserably in every endeavor, it

the Heavenly Father and fulfills the ;o4 make things way too obvi-
purposes for which He created us. . .”

ous. People would be drawn to God
for good luck and prosperous lives
rather than out of a respect for
God's holy character and the righ-
teousness of His ways.

God calls those who love Him to walk by faith and not by
sight, and this means being forced to endure that nagging
guestion of why arrogant, lying, pushy, sexualy immoral,
unlikeable men and women sometimes rise to the very top of
their professions, and why godly praying, Christians who
diligently try to live their lives to please their Heavenly Father
sometimes don't.

Real Success

Part of our problem is that we often fail to grasp the true
definition of success. Our view of success and God's are radi-
caly different. True successisliving alife that pleasesthe Hea
venly Father and fulfills the purposes for which He created us,
starting with being born again through faith in Jesus Christ.

In fact, the perfect example of success was Jesus Christ
Himself, who said to the Father in His high-priestly prayer of
John 17: 1 have glorified Y ou on the earth. | have finished the
work which You have given Me to do” (John 17:4). Jesus was
never arich man. He never moved inthecirclesof theinfluential
leaders of Israel. He never took a step outside the boundaries of
despised, little Israel. He never led an army, invented a la-
bor-saving device, ruled a nation, or even a province.

And yet He was the ultimate success, and His life, death,
and resurrection are the only hope our darkened, sick world has
ever seen. Jesusreveal sto usthat success has nothing to do with
how much money we make or how many powerful men sing our
praises. Real success has everything to do with God.

Jesus said: “Without Me you can do nothing.” Thisis hard
for usto process. It meansthat all the famous movers and shak-
ers, al theglamoroussingersand entertainers, all theoutstanding
athletes and impressive sounding politicians who do what they
do without Jesus are, in effect, doing nothing. And one day, all
their success, all their wealth, al their fame, and all their
popularity will be stripped from them as their lives come to an
end. Asaph came to understand this, and his worries about the
prosperity of the wicked were resolved. He wrote:

When | thought how to understand this, it was
too painful for me — until | went into the
sanctuary of God; then | understood their end.
Surely You set them in dippery places; You
cast them down to destruction. Oh, how they
are brought to desolation, as in a moment!
(Psalm 73:16-19)

Our ultimatesuccessisknowingJesusChrist. And having
found Him ourselves, it is now our job to tell others how they
can know real success, the kind that endures not only through
this life, but throughout al eternity. For “what shall it profit a
man if he gains the whole world and loses his own soul ?’ ==
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Che Chzistmas Stoty

Wasthe Bethlehem
|nnkeegper a Schmuck?

Nathan Jones

ow astounding that nearly 700 years before Jesus was born

the Prophet Micah (5:2) prophesied the exact city the
Messiah would be born in — Bethlehem Ephrathah! Every
Christmas | read the wonderful story of that little town, but am
always puzzled by the infamous inn. Luke 2:1-7 reads:

Inthose days Caesar Augustusissued adecreethat
a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world . . . And everyone went to his own town to
register. So Joseph also went up from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem . . . He
went thereto register with Mary, who was pledged
to be married to him and was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for the baby
to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a
son. She wrapped him in clothsand placed himin
amanger, because there was no room for them in
theinn. (NIV)

What irony that the King of kings was turned away by the
little town of Bethlehem's local establishment! Certainly the
unnamed innkeeper didn’t know the Messiah had just shown up
at his doorstep, but what kind of person turns away a woman
giving birth? Sure, theinn could have been filled to capacity, but
could anyone be so heartless? Wastheinnkeeper, to useaJewish
colloquialism, a schmuck?

The Scriptures are silent about there even being an inn-
keeper, but we can assume an inn must have one. The Bible is
also silent about the character of this person. To track down just
what kind of man or woman this was, the character of the
innkeeper can be determined based on the definition of what an
inn was in Bible times.

1) If theinn was a hotel, theinnkeeper was a schmuck. Ask
any Westerner to picture an inn and they’ Il most likely describe
abuildingwith 10-100 cube-likeroomsall tended by afront desk
person who supplies coarse towels and magnetic swipe cards.
This could have been what the Bethlehem inn was like (minus
the cards), for Jesus describes a similar inn while telling the
Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10.

If the Bethlehem inn was this type of hotel, then the inn-
keeper was indeed a schmuck. Even if he actually did not have
any rooms available, he must have had at |east a private room he
could have lent to a poor young woman deep in the pangs of
labor. Maybe he heard Joseph’s Galilean accent begging for
mercy and abit of prejudice crept into the innkeeper’ s thinking.
Neverthel ess, the cretin sent the poor family away toretreat to an
open stable filled with smelly animals in order to give birth to
their first child. Great guy!

2) If thelnn was a house, theinnkeeper wasindifferent. Be-
cause the Greek word for “inn” in Luke 2:7 is kataluma, a
Western-style hotel was most likely not the setting for Bethle-
hem'’ sinn. Kataluma has a number of meanings. Onein particu-

NO ROOM AT

lar is used of the Upper Room where the Last Supper was held.
If thisisatruer description of aBible-timesinn, then it was not
a hotel, but a private residence. Families were al returning to
their ancestral homes due to the census, so the kataluma could
very well have been Joseph’s own extended family’ s house and
the innkeeper the patriarch.

Family town homes in Jesus day consisted of two-story
structures. The family slept in the large upper room while the
animals were brought onto the lower floor for heat and protec-
tion. That there was no room in the inn could well have meant
that Joseph'sextended family wereall occupying theupper room,
leaving Mary to give birth downstairs among the animals. If this
isthetrue scenario, then Joseph’ sfamily were thereal schmucks
for not giving up some space upstairsand the patriarch/innkeeper
was merely indifferent to the dire needs of yet another extended
family member crowding his home.

3) If the Inn was a courtyard, the innkeeper was generous
and shrewd. Although kataluma could mean an upper room of
ahouse, in essenceit isdefined as“aloosing down place.” Such
places were widely known throughout the Middle East as
caravan rest stops. This type of inn would have been more like
acampground surrounded by astonewall that incorporated stall
slots and provided areas to pitch tents.

If the Bethlehem inn was such a campground, then the
thought of Mary giving birth out there in the open among the
crowds of tents would have been just awful for any woman to
contemplate. The innkeeper would have been sensitive to this
lack of privacy and generously moved Mary far up into the hills
to the caves where he kept his animals. This aso would have
made the innkeeper shrewd because he could still make alittle
extra money renting out his personal stable, the mark of atrue
Jewish businessman.

That the inn was a courtyard isthe most likely scenario out
of thethree possibilities, for the hills of Bethlehemarefilled with
limestone caves. Justin Martyr in the 2nd Century AD stated that
Jesus was born in one of those caves and Emperor Constantine
built the Church of the Nativity over the widely accepted cave.

Sincethe historicity of the Bethlehem inn was most likely a
courtyard, then the benefit of the doubt can be given to the
innkeeper. History can go easy on this person for generously
giving Mary the seclusion she would greatly desire.

The verdict? The label, schmuck, should not be granted to
the innkeeper.

The story isaterrific reminder that we need to be prepared
when the Lord sends our way achanceto servethosein need, or
we may miss out on one of God's amazing Christmas miracles.<=
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Che Chzistmas Stoty

The Forgotten Promises of Christmas

fie—s T £l — e -

ch islocated on the traditional site of the birth of'J%us (PHoto: BibléPlaces:.ébm) ‘

Dr. David R. Reagan

s we celebrate the birth of Jesus this year during the
Christmas season, let’s remember the promises that were
made to Mary when she was visited by the Angel Gabriel:

Behold, you will conceivein your womb and
bear a son,

And you shall call His hame Jesus.

He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High;

And the Lord God will give to Him the throne
of Hisfather, David,

And He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever;

And of His kingdom there will be no end.

— Luke 1:31-33

Seven Glorious Promises

This magnificent statement contains seven promises. Four
of them relate to the First Advent of the Lord:

1) Mary would conceive a child.

2) Mary would give birth to a son.

3) The son would be great.

4) The son would be called “the Son of God.”

All four of these prophecies were fulfilled in the life of
Jesus. Mary did conceive (Matthew 1:18-20) and bear a son
(Matthew 1:25). His name was called Jesus (Matthew 1:21). He
was great (Luke 7:16), and He was called the Son of God
(Matthew 16:16, Matthew 27:54, and Mark 1:1).

The last three promises which Gabriel made to Mary have
not been fulfilled. They relate to the Second Coming of Jesus:

5) He will be given the throne of David.
6) Hewill reign over the house of Jacob.
7) There will be no end to His kingdom.

| cal these three promises the “forgotten promises’ of
Christmas because they are not taught by most churches in
Christendom today. That's because most churches take the
position that Jesus will never return to thisearth toreign. Thisis
called the Amillennial viewpaint.

Promises Spiritualized

The Amillennial view is based upon the supposition that the
Bible does not mean what it says. To substantiate the viewpoint,
its proponents are forced to spiritualize Scripture.

Thus, in their interpretation of the last three promises made
to Mary by Gabriel, they convert the throne of David into the
throne of God and the house of Jacob becomesthe Church. They
then concludethat the promises have been fulfilled in the current

November - December 2015

The Lamplighter page 13



reign of Jesus from His Father's
throne over His Church.

The Throne of David

There is no doubt that Jesus is
currently reigning from His Father's
throne over Hiskingdom, the Church.
But to identify that reign with the one
promised to Mary takes a great leap
of imagination.

The “throne of David” is not the
throne of God. The throne of God is
in Heaven. The throne of David isin
Jerusalem (Psalm 122:5).

Jesus Himself clearly differenti-
ates between the throne of God and
Hisownthronein Revelation 3:21. In
that verse, Jesus saysthat Hewill one
day alow believersto sitwithHimon
His throne just as His Father is cur-
rently allowing Himto shareHisthrone.

Jesusisnot on thethrone of David
today. He is sitting at the right hand of His Father, on His Fa-
ther’s throne. He will occupy the throne of David when He
returns to earth to reign from Mt. Zion in Jerusalem (Isaiah
24:21-23).
The House of Jacob

Thissilver star in the basement of the Church of the Nativity
supposedly marks the place where Jesus was born.

The “house of Jacob” is not the Church. This is an Old
Testament term for the children of Israel (Exodus 19:3). The
Church is never referred to in Scripture as the house of Jacob.

The Bible teaches that a remnant of the Jews will one day
accept Jesus as their Messiah (Zechariah 12:10, Romans 9:27,
and Romans 11:25-26). Thiswill occur at theend of seven years
of terrible suffering called the Tribulation, or “the time of
Jacob’ strouble” (Jeremiah 30:7).

When Jesus returns at the end of that time of suffering, the
Jewish remnant will be gathered to the land of Israel and will be
made the foremost nation in the world (Ezekiel 37:11-28 and
Zechariah 8:22-23). Jesuswill then rule over the house of Jacob.

The Annunciation of Gabriel to Mary
by Philippe de Champaigne, 1644.

The Eternal Kingdom

The current Church kingdom is
not an everlasting kingdom. The
Church Age kingdom will end with

The Church kingdom will be fol-
lowed by the Millennial kingdom
= when Jesus will reign over al the
~ earth from Mt. Zion in Jerusalem
(Isaigh 2:1-4). That kingdom will last
- onethousand years (Revelation 20:1-

The final, Eternal kingdom of

\ Christ will be established on a new,
y perfected earth (1 Corinthians 15:24
i and Revelation 21:1-8).

Believing God’'sWord

_ Why can’t weaccept the promises
madeto Mary to mean what they say?
Thefirst four meant exactly what they
said. Why must the | ast three be spiri-

tualized? Theonly reason for spiritualizing themistoforcethem

to conform to some preconceived doctrine.

| believe God knows how to communicate. If God had in-
tended to promise Mary that her Son would reign from Heaven
over the Church forever, He would have said so. Instead, He
reaffirmed to her the promise He had made many times through
the Old Testament prophets that His Son would reign from
David's throne in Jerusalem over Israel and that He would be
given a kingdom that would last forever (Isaiah 9:6-7 and
Ezekiel 37:21-28).

“His Name Shall Be Called Wonderful” by Simon Dewey

If the promises God made to the Jews did not mean what they
said, then how can we be sure that His promises to the Church
mean what they say? | believe God means what He says.

A Christmas Hope

During this Christmas season | am going to praise God for
sending His Son to die for my sins.

| am aso going to pray that God will soon send His Son
again to fulfill the “forgotten promises’ which Gabriel made to
Mary. | thank God that He never forgets a promise. <=
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Che Chzistmas Stoty

The Bethlehem Miracle
A Testimony to God’s Faithfulness

Dr. David R. Reagan

Every year at Christmastimel am reminded of theremarkable
prophecies concerning the birth of Jesus and how they
substantiate His deity and the faithfulness of God. Let’s take a
look at some of those prophecies.

The Timing of the Birth

Thetiming of the Messiah’ shirth had been indicated in Ge-
nesis 49:10 in words spoken by Jacob on his deathbed to his son
Judah: “The scepter shall not depart from Judah . . . until Shiloh
comes, and to Him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”

The term “ Shiloh” was recognized by the Jewish rabbis as
aMessianictitle. The" scepter” referstothejudicial power of the
nation. Thus, thisprophecy statesthat the nation’ sjudicial power
will be removed shortly after the Messiah comes.

Although Judah was deprived of its national sovereignty
during the 70 year period of Babylonian captivity, it never lost
its scepter, for the Jews were allowed to have their own judges
even while in captivity.

Josh McDowell, in his book, Evidence that Demands a
Verdict, points out that “thefirst visible sign of the beginning of
the removal of the scepter from Judah came about when Herod
the Great, who had no Jewish blood, succeeded the Maccabean
princes who belonged to the tribe of Levi and who were the last
Jewish kings to reign in Jerusalem.”

The crucial turning point came soon after Herod's death
when, in about 7 AD, the Romans removed the power of the
Sanhedrin Council in Judah to pronouncethedeath penalty. Thus
the scepter (the supreme judicial power) passed from Judah.

What the Jews did not realize was that Jesus the Messiah
had been born around 4 BC during the last years of Herod
(Matthew 2:1), so“ Shiloh” had arrived shortly beforethe scepter
departed — just as prophesied!

The Nativity by Carlo Maratta (1625 - 1713).

The Annunciation by James Tissot (1896).
The Place of the Birth

The place of the Messiah's birth had also been precisely
prophesied five hundred yearsearlier by the prophet Micah: “But
asfor you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans
of Judah, fromyou Onewill goforthfor Metoberulerinlsragl”
(Micah 5:2).

Haveyou ever wondered what theterm, “ Ephrathah,” means
in this passage? It is a geographical designation to indicate
precisely which Bethlehem is being identified. It's like dif-
ferentiating between Springfield, Missouri and Springfield,
[llinois.

The point isthat there was another Bethlehem in the land of
Israel in the areato the north near the Sea of Galilee. It had been
alotted to the tribe of Zebulun.

By specifying the areaof Ephrathah, the prophecy of Micah
made it clear that the Bethlehem that would host the birth of the
Messiah would be the one in the south of Israel near Jerusalem.
Infulfillment of thisvery precise prophecy, Matthew tellsusthat
“Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea” (Matthew 2:1).

The Nature of the Birth

It had also been prophesied that the specia child born in
Bethlehem would be both human and divine. Daniel emphasized
the Messiah’ s humanity when he referred to Him as “ the Son of
Man” (Daniel 7:13). Isaiah stressed His divinity when He said
that the M essiah would be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

His divine nature was also indicated in other prophecies
about Hishirth. For example, thefirst Messianic prophecy inthe
Bibleisone spoken by God Himself inthe Garden of Eden when
Hetold Satan that he would one day be defeated by the Onewho
would be born of “the seed of woman” (Genesis 3:15). This
seems to be a clear indication that the Messiah would be born
miraculously through a virgin. Thousands of years later Isaiah
specifically prophesied that the birth would occur inthismanner:
“Behold, avirgin shall bewith child and bear ason...” (Isaiah
7:14).

It was further foretold by Isaiah that the Messiah would be
given a name that would signify His divinity. He will be called
“Immanuel,” said I saiah, which means“ God with us’ (Isaiah 7:
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14). Six hundred years |ater when the angel Gabriel appeared to
Mary to tell her that she would be the mother of the Messiah, he
specified that she was to name the baby Y eshua (Luke 1:31).
That namein Hebrew means*” God' s Salvation” (Matthew 1:21).

Other details prophesied about the Messiah’ shirth included
the presentation of gifts to Him by kings (Psalm 72:10-11 and
Matthew 2:1-12), the slaughter of the infants of His birthplace
(Jeremiah 31:15 and Matthew 2:16), and His sojourn in Egypt
(Hosea 11:1 and Matthew 2:11-15).

The Celebration of the Birth

Simeon’s Moment by Ron DiCianni (L uke 2:25-35).

The conception and birth of the Messiah were celebrated in
some remarkabl e prophetic hymns. Mary prophesied in asong of
rejoicing that the child she had conceived was evidence that
God’'s“mercy is upon generation after generation” (L uke 1:50).
She went on to prophesy that He would “scatter the proud,”
“bring down rulers,” “exalt the humble,” and “fill the hungry”
(Luke 1:52-53).

Her relative, the priest Zacharias, a so sang aprophetic song
of celebration when his son, John the Baptist, was born. Re-
ferring to the baby in Mary’s womb, he proclaimed that God
“has raised up a horn of salvation for us’ (Luke 1:69). He then
declared that his own son would be called “the prophet of the
Most High,” and he prophesied that hissonwould “ go beforethe
Lord to prepare Hisways’ (Luke 1:76). He concluded his song
with one of the most beautiful poetic prophecies concerning the
Messiah that can be found anywhere in Scripture: “Because of
the tender mercy of our God . . . the Sunrise from on high shall
visit us, to shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow
of death, to guide our feet into theway of peace” (Luke1:78-79).

The next prophetic song of celebration was sung on the
night of the Messiah's birth when an angel appeared to the
shepherds of Bethlehem and proclaimed: “Behold, | bring you
good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for
today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior,
who is Messiah the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). That angel was
suddenly joined by a multitude of angels who sang atriumphant
chorus: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among
men with whom Heis pleased” (Luke 2:13-14).

The final prophetic song related to the Messiah’ s birth was
sung by a“righteous and devout” man of Jerusalem by the name
of Simeon. The Holy Spirit had come upon him and had reveal ed
to him that he would not die before he saw the Messiah (Luke
2:25-26). He was given that glorious privilege forty days after
the Messiah’ s birth when the parents of Jesus cameto thetemple
in Jerusalem to dedicate their baby to God.

Simeon took the Christ child in his arms, thanked the Lord,
and then sang: “My eyes have seen Y our salvation, which You
have prepared in the presence of al peoples — a light of
revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Y our people Isragl”
(Luke 2:30-32).

The Significance of the Birth Prophecies

The fulfillment of all these prophecies in the life of one
person, Jesus of Nazareth, is proof positive that He was who He
said Hewas, namely, the Messiah of God (Mark 14:62 and L uke
22:70).

God' s faithfulness in fulfilling each of these propheciesin
detail is also significant because it gives us assurance that He
will likewise faithfully fulfill all the prophecies He has given to
Christians regarding the soon return of Jesus.

A God of Prophecy

Our God knows the future and has the audacity to proclaim
it (Isaiah 46:10). He also has the power to seeto it that what He
proclaims will cometo pass (Isaiah 46:11). Most important, He
is faithful (1 Corinthians 1:9), so we can rest in His promises.
Let's rejoice that the Bethlehem birth so long ago is proof
positive that the One born there will soon return in glory asthe
King of kings and the Lord of lords (Revelation 19:16).==
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The Great Convergence

FIZZLE

Dr. David R. Reagan

he September 2015 issue of Charisma magazine featured
stories on its cover about Bible prophecy. Collectively, they
were billed as “ The Great Convergence.”

| was glad to see amajor Christian magazine feature Bible
prophecy on its cover. Unfortunately, most of the articlesin the
magazine were devoted to sensationalist nonsenselikethe Blood
Moons, the Shemitah, and Newton’s Riddle. These articles re-
flect atype of prophetic fanaticism that gives the whole field of
eschatology a bad reputation.

The Blood Moon Theory pointed to September 28 as a
crucia date. The Shemitah Theory singled out September 23.
And Newton’'s Riddle also focused on September 23. Thus, the
“convergence” featured on the magazine's cover.

All of this proved to be “much ado about nothing.”

That was no surprise to me because it was all based on
human speculations rather than biblical prophecies.

Take the Blood Moons for example. In an article we pub-
lishedinthe Lamplighter issueof March-April 2014, | concluded
that the whole Blood Moon Theory was devoid of any factual
basis. The author of the theory, Mark Biltz, pointed out that four
blood moons in arow over atwo year period of time (called a
tetrad) is a very rare phenomenon which has occurred only 87
times since the time of Christ. Even rarer is when these four
blood moons fall on Jewish feast days. That has happened only
eight times since the First Century.

Biltz claimed that the last three of the feast tetrads had
served as omens of major events among the Jewish people, and
therefore he concluded that the next one, scheduled for 2014-
2015, would serve as awarning of amajor event in Israel.

Now stop and think about this for amoment. Thefirst five
feast tetrads had no propheti c significancewhatsoever. And what
the proponents of the theory conveniently overlooked isthat two
of thelast threereally had no significance as omens of anything.
The onethat occurred in 1493-1494 came after the expulsion of
the Jews from Spain in 1492, And the one in 1949-1950 also
came after the re-establishment of Israel in 1948.

That leavesonly thefeast tetrad of 1967-1968 as having any
significance since the Six Day War began and ended after the
first blood moon in that sequence.

So, in fact, only one out of eight feast tetrads have had any
prophetic significance. That’snot agood track record. And keep
in mind that when you say “something important is going to
happen” in Israel during any two year period of time, you are not
going out on much of alimb. Nor isit true prophecy to speak so
vaguely. The prophecies contained in the Bible are very specific
and precise.

Andthenthereistheridiculous” prophecy” called Newton’s

WHERE WILL THE ANTICHRIST ARISE? | THE BABYLON CODE | PULPITS SILENT ON BIBLEPROPHECY

CHARISMA

SEPTEMBER LIFE IN THE SPIRIT

Tu‘hnmco yknamc -

Blood moons, the Shemitah, rise of
Mtlme Ba hylun and the Antichrist

Riddle. Sir Isaac Newton, the great 17th Century scientist,
interpreted Daniel’ s prophecy of the 70 Weeks of Y ears (Daniel
9:25-27) to mean that the Tribulation would begin 49 prophetic
years (360 day years) after Jerusalem is re-established as the
capital of Israel. That occurred on June 7, 1967, and 17,640 days
later (49 years x 360 day years) would be September 23, 2015,
the Day of Atonement.

The problem is that Newton's interpretation of Daniel’s
prophecy completely scramblesit. Daniel speaksof seven weeks
of years (49 years) followed by 62 weeks of years (483 years)
followed by one week of years (7 years). To come up with his
calculation, Newton decided to place the 49 years after the 483
years when there is absolutely no contextual justification for
doing so.

That leaves us with Jonathan Cahn’s Shemitah Theory for
the crash of the American economy on September 23. As |
pointed out in an article in the January-February 2015 issue of
the Lamplighter, Cahn's first error was to take a law given to
Israel only (Leviticus 25:20-21) and apply it to a Gentile nation.
His second error was his arbitrary decision to start his count of
Shemitah yearsin 1917 when the Balfour Declaration wasissued
rather than 1948 when the nation of Israel was re-established.

He obviously chose 1917 because it enabled him to place
the Shemitah years at a couple of times when the stock market
crashed. In other words, his calculation of Shemitah years is
manipulated. Further, one of the Chief Rabbis of Israel has
declared that the Shemitah law will not even start applying to
Israel again until more than half of the world's Jews have
returned to that nation.

The lesson from all thisisthat we need to focus our atten-
tion on the end time prophecies of the Bible and not on the
fanciful speculations of men. ==
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Apostasy —

TheUnited Church of Canadaisoneof Chris-
tendom’s most liberal churches. It was the
first to approve same-sex marriage and the
ordination of homosexual pastors. In 1998 it
elected one of its ordained pastors, Bill
Phipps, to head up the church. In a press conference following
his election, he proceeded to deny
al the fundamentals of the faith,
including the deity of Jesus. Healso
proclaimed that he did not believe
that Jesus is the only way to God.
When an astonished reporter asked
what, if anything, did he believe, he
responded: “It’san irrelevant ques-
tion.” Now the church is trying to
decide what to do with a female
pastor named Gretta Vosper. The
problem? She has declared that she
is an atheist! She recently stated in
an open letter that “Belief [in God)]
has led to innumerable tragedies
throughout the timeline of human
history and will continue to do so until it fadesfrom our ravaged
memory.” Onewonderswhy the UCC hesitatesto take quick and
decisive action to defrock her. Isit because the Church, like Bill
Phipps, no longer believes anything?

Gretta Vosper

Meanwhile, a Presbyterian pastor in Beaverton, Oregon has
joined the chorus by proclaiming himself to be a “Belief-less
Christian.” His nameis John Shuck, and he recently wrote on an
Atheist blog that “ God isahuman product as opposed to special
revelation from adivine being.”

How can a person claim to be a Christian and deny the deity of
Jesus, Hisresurrection and Hisclaim to be the only road to God?
The answer issimple: It isimpossible. Just read 1 Corinthians
15. It's equivalent to the person standing in a garage and
declaring himself to be an auto.

Christian Persecution —

The Rankin County School District in Mississippi was fined
$7,500 by a federal judge because a Christian minister prayed
during a district-wide honors assembly and because the district
allowed the Gideonsto pass out Biblesto 5th graders. Thejudge
ordered the district to stop “proselytizing Christianity.” Who
would ever have believed that one day our nation would penalize
people for praying and passing out Bibles?

Thomas Banks, an engineer with the Ford Motor Company was
fired from his job for calling homosexuality “immoral.” The
company posted an article to it employees about its updated
policiesto becomemore LGBT friendly, and it invited peopleto
respond with their comments. Banks wrote: “For this, Ford
Motor Company should be thoroughly ashamed. Endorsing and
promoting sodomy is of benefit to no one. This topic is disrup-
tiveto theworkplace and isan assault on Christiansand morality
as well as antithetical to our design and our survival. Immoral
sexual conduct should not be a topic for an automotive manu-
facturer to endorse or promote.” Why did the company ask for
comments? And why is Ford tolerant toward seemingly any
viewpoint about sex except the Christian view?

Racism —

Louis Farrakhan, leader of the Nation of
I slam organi zation, spewed out hisvehement
racism recently in a diatribe which he deli-
vered in Miami at the Zion Missionary Bap-
tist Church. He brashly proclaimed that heis
looking for 10,000 volunteers to kill white people! “I want
10,000 fearlessmen,” hesaid, “who
say death is sweeter than continued
life under tyranny.” He added:
“Death is sweeter than watching us
slaughter each other to the joy of a
400 year old enemy. Death issweet.
The Quran teaches persecution is
worse than slaughter.” The press
would go nuts if a radica white
leader wereto call for the killing of
10,000 bhlacks. Why has the press
been silent about Farrakhan's de- &
mand? And why was Farrakhan
speaking at aBaptist Church? Heis
not only aracist, heisaso aMus-
[im. And yet, almost every time he goes to amajor metropolitan
area, he is hosted by a black Baptist church. Why are black
pastorselevating race above Christ? And why arethey endorsing
aracist who hates both whites and Jews?

i/

L ouis Farrakhan

Multiculturalism —

On August 1, 2015 an image of the Hindu goddess, Kali, was
projected on the Empire State building in New York City. Kali
is the goddess of death and destruction.

‘un!a 1

On theleft, a picture of the Goddess Kali. On e right aoto o
the goddessimage being projected on the Empire State Building.

The light show event was supposed to display images of endan-
gered species of animals. Why the Goddess Kali was projected
asthe last image was not explained. The press raved about what
a wonderful exposition it was. Wonder what they would have
said if the show had ended with the projection of an image of
Jesus?

Papal Insanity —

InJuly, whileon tour of South America, Pope Francisannounced
in Ecuador that God had called him “to revise the most sacred of
texts, the Ten Commandments.” ==
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Quick Thoughts —

“The world is growing gloriously dark.” Former
pastor Adrian Rogers (1931 - 2005).

“TheBibleisnot aspiritua buffet whereyou can
choose what you please.” — Robert Jeffress,
Pastor of First Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas.

“The culture war is at its heart a religious war
about whether God or man will be exalted.” —
Pat Buchanan, syndicated columnist.

“Everyone who favors abortion has already been
born.” — President Ronald Reagan.

“1 have never understood the idea that we as
Christiansareto obey thelaw, but we areto leave |
the lawmaking to pagans.” — Tim Wildmon,
President of the American Family Association.

“A woman shall not wear man’'s clothing, nor
shall aman put on awoman’s clothing, for who-
ever does these things is an abomination to the LORD your
God.” — Mosesin Deuteronomy 22:5.

“The chief danger that confronts the coming century [20th] will
be religion without the Holy Ghost, Christianity without Christ,
forgiveness without repentance, salvation without regeneration,
politics without God, and heaven without hell.” — William
Booth (1829 - 1912), founder of the Salvation Army.

woww. BiblicalFocus.com

SIR
WINSTON
CHURCHILL:

"ISLAM IS AS
DANGEROUS

IN A MAN AS
RABIES IN A DOG."

“Never beafraid to trust an unknown futureto aknown God.” —
Corrie ten Boom (1892 - 1983), Dutch Christian speaker and
author.

“Preach the Gospel every day; if necessary, use words.”
Francis of Assisi (1181 - 1226), Italian Cathalic friar.

“1 am only one. But still, | am one. | cannot do everything, but
still | can do something.” — Edward Everett Hale (1822 - 1909),
American author, historian and Unitarian minister.

“Sin brings atemporary benefit with long-term regret.” George
Swinnock (1627-1673), English pastor.

“Help me, Lord, to learn that what temptation offers, it takes
back exponentialy.” Wayne Stiles, Vice President of Insight for
Living Ministries.

Food for Thought

Things You Never Hear in Church —
“Hey! It'smy turn to sit on the front pew!”

“1 was so enthralled, | never noticed your sermon
went 25 minutes overtime.”

“Personaly, | find withessing much more enjoy-
able than golf.”

“I’ve decided to start tithing 15%.”

“Let’ sforget thedenominational minimum salary
and pay our pastor so he can live like we do.”

“I love it when we sing songs | have never heard
before.”

“Since we're al here, let's start the worship
service early.”

“Pastor, we' d like to send you to a Bible seminar
in the Bahamas.”

Smiles—

Pastor Robert Jeffress of First Baptist Church in Dallas was
talking about the Signs of the Timesthat point to the Lord’ s soon
return. He kept emphasizing that the signs indicate that we are
living on borrowed time. Heillustrated his point with this story:

A little boy went to visit his grandparents. They had a
grandfather clock that kept awakening himin the night
when it would peal out the hours. The clock malfunc-
tioned at midnight, ringing 13 timesinstead of 12. The
little boy panicked, jumped out of his bed and started
running through thehouseyelling, “ Wakeup! Wakeup!
It's later than it has ever been before!”

Two Jehovah' s Witnesses knock on adoor and are greeted by a
very hospitable man who invites them in and offers them
something to drink. They thank him and have a seat. When he
returns with their drinks, he asks. “What do you want to talk
about?’ They look at each other, shrug their shoulders and then
oneof them says, “Wedon't know. Wehave never gotten thisfar
before!”

Revival —

PRAYS FOR THE
APTURE!"
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¢ elevision Update

Thanks!

We want to thank all of you who contributed so quickly and
generoudly to match our $50,000 TV challenge grant.
Because of your generosity, we were able to raise the matching
funds in only three months time, between June and August.
These funds will enable us to stay on budget regarding our
television expenses.

In August, Dr. Reagan flew to Detroit to make two television
programs with RexellaVVan Impe. Her husband, Jack, had heart
surgery in March and suffered major complications afterwards.
He is scheduled to return to the program in October. The two
guests before Dr. Reagan were Robert Jeffress of First Baptist
Church in Dallas and Erwin Lutzer, the pastor of the Moody
Church in Chicago.

]

Dr. Reagan and Rexella Van Impe enjoy a laugh together while
videotaping two television programs.

Dr. Reagan recently videotaped an interview with Kelly
Shackelford, the president of The Liberty Institute, which isthe
largest law firm in America that is devoted entirely to the de-
fense of Christian liberties.

Christianity
Under
Attack

Dave with eIIy Shackelford of the Liberty Institute.

The law firm is headquartered in Plano, Texas, a suburb of
Dallas. Dr. Reagan began theinterview by saying, “When | was

growing up in the church in the 1940s and 50s, an organization
like yours would have been unthinkable. Today, it isindispens-
able. What happened?’ Kelly took it from there and presented a
very hard-hitting survey of Christian persecution in America
today. He also gave an overview of what hislaw firm was doing
to protect individual Christians, churches, church-related col-
leges and ministries.

Please pray for our television outreach. Pray that we will
reach many souls for Jesus. Pray too for the Lord to supply our
financial needs. Weare currently spending $22,800 per week for
broadcast costs, and that does not include the cost of production.

Many TV ministries, if not most, are product driven, and they
pay their costs through sales. That is not the case with us. We
rely on donations from those who believe in and support our
message. We offer resource materials for sale, but sales are a
small part of our annual income.

Thanks for your support in prayer and in donations! =

National NetworKks:

Daystar — Wed. 6:00pm CT, DirecTV 369, DISH 263, Cable,
AT&T U-verse563, Broadcast Stations, World Satellites, & Web
Streaming (daystar.com).

TBN — Tue. 3:30 CT, DirecTV 372, DISH 260, Cable, AT&T
U-verse 560, Broadcast Stations, World Satellites & Web
Streaming (www.itbn.org).

TCC (TheChurch Channel) — Sat. 8:30pm CT, DirecTV 371,
DISH 258, Broadcast Stations, World Satellites, & Web Stream-
ing (churchchannel .tv).

NRB (National Religious Broadcasters) — Sun. 4:00pm CT,
DirecTV 378 & Web Streaming (http://nrbnetwork.tv).

WHT (LeSeaWorld Harvest TV) — Sun. 6:00pm CT, Direc-
TV 367, DISH 217, AT&T U-verse 578, Galaxy Satellite 15 &
Web Streaming (lesea.com/wht).

Regional Networks:

Family Vision Network — Sun. 12:30am CT, Mon. 8:30am,
and Wed. 7:00pm, Three Broadcast Stations and Cable through-
out Southern Louisiana.

K SCE — Sun. 10:30am MT, Broadcast Station in El Paso, TX.
DirecTV & DISH Local 38, Cable, AT& T U-verse 38, & Web
Streaming (kscetv.com).

I nternet Networks:

Our programs are available on demand on these websites.
HisChannel — HisChannel.com

LightSour ce — LightSource.com

YouTube— Y ouTube.com/user/ChristinProphecy
Vimeo — Vimeo.com

GodTube — GodTube.com via LightSource.com

DailyM otion — (European equivalent of YouTube.) Daily
Motion.com/us

Lamb & Lion Ministries— LambLion.com
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Give the Gift of Sharing the Gospel!

Place vour order online
at LambLion.com.,

or at (972) 736-3567 . \
M-F, 8a-5p CST PO Box 919
; McKinney TX, 75070
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Eonathon O) feat Christras Git

ach year since 2009 we have published aHoly Land calendar

featuring 13 beautiful scenesinIsrael. Thefirst year weused
watercolors that were done by Cathy Smith, the wife of one of
our trustees. Since that time we have used photos — some by
professional photographers and others by Dr. Reagan.

In some of the years we have featured a theme, like the
Gates of Jerusalem, or Holy Land Churches, or the Galilee, or
the Western Wall. Last year we chose a variety of scenes that
were not related to a particular theme. We are doing that again
thisyear.

Our 2016 calendar will feature photos of Jerusalem, the
Temple Mount, the Garden of Gethsemane, Nazareth, Indepen-
dence Hall and the Negev Desert — among others.

The calendar includes notations of all major American and
Israeli holidays. The cost is $10, including the cost of mailing.

Y ou can order the calendar through our website at lamblion.com
or by calling 972-736-3567. ==

Missions Update

od continues to use this ministry as a channel of His

blessings to the Christian refugees in Nigeria. These are
desperate people who are victims of Muslim terrorism at the
hands of the notorious Boko Haram thugs who have recently
affiliated with 1SIS.

Thusfar thisyear, we have sent atotal of $40,800in refugee
aidto Pastor Standfast Oyinna. He usesthefundsto supply hous-
ing, clothes and food to the refugees. His office has been burned
out twice by Boko Haram. The last time he lost his theological
library and his computer. We have since provided him with suf-
ficient fundsto rent a new headquarters building and purchase a
new computer. He is shown below with the computer he bought
with the funds our supporters supplied.

Wehave had arelationship with Standfast for over 30 years.
He is a devout Christian with a pastor’s heart, and he is deter-
mined to stand hisground and not fleefromMuslimviolence. He
alwayssuppliesuswith detailed lists of hisexpendituresand also
the receipts for them.

Standfast has had a lot of trouble with his legs. He has
received medical treatment, and is doing better, but he still must
walk miles every day to take care of all his dutieswith the refu-
gees. His greatest need isfor a second-hand car. Please pray for
his health and safety. ==

A nother foreign ministry that we providealot of assistanceto
isonein Pakistan that is headed up by a wonderful man of
God named Nazir Gill. Like Pastor Oyinna in Nigeria, Pastor
Gill isunder constant harassment from Muslim militants, and his
lifeisawaysinjeopardy. Herecently celebrated his50th year in
full-time ministry. The photo below shows him with members of
his family at his celebration festival. He is the tall man in the
brown suit.

Pastor Gill is fluent in several
languages, and he has used that
skill to translate and publish many
of our books. On the right is his
most recent publication. It is an |
Urdu edition of our book, Eternity:
Heaven or Hell?

Pastor Gill constantly holdsBi-
ble prophecy conferences all over |
Pakistan, and he needs additional |
funds to publish our books, which
he distributes free of charge to the [
pastorswho attend the conferences. o R
Pray for his safety. ==

Dr. David R. Reagan
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Ministry News
Events Schedule —

November:

Dr. Reagan at the Regional MJAA Conference in Grape-
ving, TX (1).

Nathan Jones at the Strategic Angel Care Orphans Ministry
Banquet in Plano, TX (12).

Dr. Reagan at Grace Bible Church in Winchester, KY (13-
15).

Dr. Reagan at the Brookhaven Church in McKinney, TX
(29).

December:
Annua Lamb & Lion Trustee Retreat in McKinney, TX (4-

5).
Annual Pre-Trib Study Group Conferencein Dallas, TX (7-

9).

January:

Dr. Reagan and Nathan Jones at the North Hialeah Baptist
Church in Hialeah, FL (29-30).

Dr. Reagan at the Brookhaven Church in McKinney, TX
3D).

New Book —

Nathan Jones has completed a new book with the help of a co-
author, Steve Howell. It is an outstanding book about the 12
Minor Prophets and what their books have to say about living by
faith. We are currently seeking a publisher for the book, and we
hope to have it available for distribution sometime next year.

Israel Pilgrimages —

Our next pilgrimage to Israel is scheduled for June 18-29 (12
days). Our Assistant Evangelist, Tim Moore will host the trip.
HeisaColonel inthe Air Force Reserve, acommercial pilot, and
an elected member of the Kentucky legislature. He hasalso been
to Israel many times and was trained personally by Dr. Reagan
to serve as a pilgrimage host. The tour will include all of Israel
except the Negev Desert. The group will spend two nightsin Tel
Aviv, two nights in Tiberias (on the Sea of Galileg) and five
nights in Jerusalem. If you are interested in this great spiritual
experience, give usacall or send us an email message, and we
will put you on anotification list to receive al the detail s as soon
as they have been arranged.

Tim Moore at the Jordan River baptismal site.

Ministry Need —

Our current 2006 Dodge van isworn out. It has almost 200,000
mileson it, and it isno longer reliable. We need to replace it as
soon as possible. To do so, we need to raise between $30,000
and $35,000 to cover the cost of a new van, plus tax, title and
license. If youfeel led to help uswith this need, please designate
your donation for “Van Purchase.” Thanks!

M eetings and Conferences —

Evangelists Nathan Jones and Tim Moore are available for
weekend preaching and teaching engagements. Consider inviting
one of these men to speak at your church. Y ou can find detailed
information about Nathan and Tim on our website at www.lamb
lion.com/about/staff.

Nathan Jones Tim Moore

Because of theillness of hiswife, Dr. Reagan can usually accept
only one speaking engagement per month, and he has to save
these for large churches and conferences.

Two Great Conferences —

Dr. Reagan recently held two back-to-back conferencesin Cali-
fornia, one at Christ Community Church in El Centro and the
other at the San Diego Worship Center. Both conferences were
greatly blessed by the Lord. To Dr. Reagan’s surprise, Tim La-
Haye and hiswife, Beverly, showed up at the El Centro confer-
ence. The San Diego conference was sponsored by Don Perking
According to Prophecy Ministry.

Pastor Walter Colace of Christ Comunity Church in El Centro,
California, Dr. Reagan and Tim LaHaye.
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AreYou Perplexed
by the Book of Revelation?

f so, then you need to get a copy of Dr. Reagan’s

book, Wrath & Glory. It providesan easy-to-under-
stand, chapter-by-chapter explanation of the book.
The chapters:

1) Understanding Revelation
2) Interpreting Revelation
3) Systematizing Revelation
4) Probing Revelation

5) Applying Revelation

This book was written for the layman. It is de-
signed to clear away the mystery of Revelation,
showing what it means about the future while making
it relevant to daily living in the present. The book
containsmany helpful chartsand diagrams. It also has
an annotated bibliography of resources pertaining to
the book of Revelation.

Dr. Reagan’ sthesisisthat the book of Revelation
is not difficult to understand. Rather, it is difficult to
believe, andif youwill believeit, youwill understand
it.

Thefirst chapter providesvaluablekeysto under-
standing the book. The second chapter provides an
overview of the entire book, chapter by chapter. The
third chapter explains how the events portrayed in
Revelation relate to each other and to other end-time
prophecies. The fourth chapter provides answers to
the most frequently asked questionsabout Revel ation.
The final chapter presents lessons from Revelation
that apply to Christian living, here and now.

This book has been translated and published in
over ten languages, more than any other book that Dr.
Reagan has ever written.

One of our supporters paid to have the book

S, Pl i "o
"HE MAJESTIC BOOK OF REVELATION

7H o GLORY

pe. DAVID REAGAN

published in Spanish, anditisavailablefreeof charge
for only the shipping cost of $5.

The English version sells for $20, including the
cost of shipping. The book contains 9 charts and dia-
grams. It runs 240 pages in length. Y ou can order it
through our website or by calling 972-736-3567,
Monday through Friday, 8am to 5pm Central time. ==
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