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Observations by the Editor

Keeping an
Eternal Perspective

amrejoicing that as| writethiscolumn,

I can finally see the light at the end of
the dark tunnel of this election. Regard-
less of whowins, | will be thankful for an
end to the mean-spirited and downright
nasty political advertisements that have
dominated television for the past several
months.

It's hard to keep an eternal perspec-
tive when you are constantly bombarded
with political hype. All of us need to
pause, take adeep breath and remind our-
selvesthat our true homeis not America;
rather, it is Heaven.

Regardiess of the outcome of the
electionand what happensthereafter, God
is still on the throne, and He still laughs
a al the feeble efforts of the world's
political leaders to thwart His purposes
(Psalm 2:1-6). Heisnot laughing because
He does not care. No, He is laughing be-
cause He has the wisdom and power to
orchestrate all the evil of Satan and Man
to the triumph of His Son.

In the meantime, as the world grows
increasingly dark, those of uswho profess
Jesus as our Lord and Savior need to
stand strong in behalf of righteousness
(Matthew 5:10-16).

One of my heroesin thefaith is Don
Wildmon, the founder of the American
Family Association (AFA). He has stood
boldly against the increasing immorality
in our society for years, and he and his
son, Tim, continueto do so. Thesad thing
isthat he has often reported that some of
his main critics come from within Chris-
tianity and many of them are pastors!

He says a typical letter he gets from
pastors, reads something like this:

Don, you are wasting your time.
Evil has greatly multiplied since
you began speaking out about it.
You need to face up to the fact
that you are losing the battle.

| love the response that Don always
givesto such aletter:

God did not call me to win. He
cdled me to stand. We will not
win until Jesus returns.

Tis

Dr. Reagan preparing radio programs
in the 1990s.

And then, my friends, when Jesus does
return, we are going to win BIG TIME, for
Jesus is returning to pour out the wrath of
God on those who are currently mocking
Himand HisWord. And then, Jesusisgoing
to start reigning over al the world from
Mount Zion in Jerusalem, and the world is
going to be flooded with peace, righteous-
ness and justice (Isaiah 2:1-4).

| can hardly wait for that glorious day!
It is because | yearn for it so passionately
that | alwaystell people:

I’'m not a Democrat or a Republi-
can. | am a Monarchist because |
am devoting my lifeto doing every-
thing | can to prepare the way for
my soon coming King.

Here's the way Christian socia com-
mentator, Todd Starnes, put it recently in
one of his books:

We don't need more Americans
bowing down to the Democrat don-
key or the Republican elephant. We
need more Americansbowing down
to the Lion of Judah.

Ephesians 6:12-13

12) For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the powers, against
the world forces of this darkness,
against the spiritual forces of wick-
edness in the heavenly places.

13) Therefore, take up the full ar-
mor of God, so that you will be able
toresist in the evil day, and having
done everything, to stand firm. =

Cover art isfrom i Stockphoto.com.
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What America Desperately Needs
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Dr. David R. Reagan

hat our nation desperately needsis
neither Hillary Clinton nor Donald
Trump. Regardless of which one wins ,;
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I ¢ ¢ them to repent (Jonah 3:7-9):

: 7) Thisisthe proclamation he
issued in Nineveh: “By the
decree of the king and his no-

the presidency, Americawill lose.

What our nation needs above al is
spiritual renewal, and that can come
only through repentance.

National Sins

We need to fall on our knees before
God and repent of the following facts:

e We have killed millions of ba- ' i
bies in the name of “freedom of I
choice for women.”

® \We consume more illegal drugs l ' i
than all the rest of the world
combined.

||
I 3
: _ LR ii [i £
® \We have one of the highest di- ey N B
vorce rates in the world. o | e
e Wehavelegalized sexual perver- b '." o '
sion and same-sex marriage. i _1'.-'- :

i
e Wespendmorethan$120billion & |
per year on gambling.

® \We host 60% of all the Internet porn sitesin the world.

® \We have burdened future generations with trillions of
dollars of debt.

® \We are the moral polluter of the earth through our
immoral, violent and blasphemous television programs
and movies.

The Call for Repentance

God cannot bless a nation with these sins on its hands,
regardless of who its leader may be. There must be repentance.
The Biblemakesit clear that nothing touchesthe heart of God as
deeply as repentance — except faith (Acts 20:20-21):

20) You know that | [Paul] have not hesitated to
preach anything that would be helpful to you but have
taught you publicly and from house to house.

21) | have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they
must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our
Lord Jesus.

A Biblical Example

A good example of the power of repentance is the city of
Ninevah which was the capital of the ancient barbarous empire
of Assyria. God called the prophet Jonah to preach to the people
of this city, warning them of their impending doom.

To Jonah's surprise, the king responded in repentance. He
took off hisroyal garmentsand covered himself in sackcloth and
ashes. He then issued a proclamation to his subjects, calling on

* Kk k kK k ok kK

bles: Do not let people or ani-
mals, herds or flocks, taste
anything; do not let them eat
or drink.

8) But let people and animals
be covered with sackcloth. Let
everyonecall urgently on God.
Let them give up their evil
bk ways and their violence.

p ooy 9) Who knows? God may yet

relent and with compassion
turn from his fierce anger so
that we will not perish.”

God's heart was touched by the
king's action and the response of the
peopleto hiscall for repentance, and the
Lord decided to spare the city and the
empire.

But 150 years later, God called a
second prophet named Nahum to return
to Ninevah and warn them once again of
their impending doom. Nahum fearlessly proclaimed (Nahum
1:2-3):

2) The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the
LORD takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. The
LORD takes vengeance on His foes and vents His
wrath against His enemies.

3) The LORD isslow to anger but great in power; the
LORD will not leave the guilty unpunished . . .

Nahum further declared that the nation’ ssinshad become so
terrible and so entrenched that “your wound is incurable” (Na-
hum 3:19). This was an ominous statement. The same was said
of the nation of Judahinitsfinal days. Both Jeremiah and Micah
proclaimed that Judah’s sins had reached the point where the
“wound isincurable” (Jeremiah 10:19, 30:12 and Micah 1:9).

Ninevah refused to respond to Nahum’s message with re-
pentance, and God destroyed the city and the Assyrian Empire.
In like manner, when the people of Judah set their jaw against
God and refused to repent in response to the pleas of their
prophets and the remedial judgmentsthat followed, God poured
out His wrath, allowing the Romans to destroy Jerusalem, the
Temple and the nation.

Some of the saddest verses in the Bible tell of God's
reluctant destruction of the nation He loved so much and had so
abundantly blessed (2 Chronicles 36:15-16):

15) The LORD, the God of their ancestors, sent word
to them through His messengers again and again,
because He had pity on Hispeopleand on Hisdwelling
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place.

16) But they mocked God' s messengers, despised His
words and scoffed at Hisprophetsuntil thewrath of the
L ORD wasaroused against his peopleand therewasno
remedy.

The grim reality is that there is a point of no return in a
nation’s rebellion against God.

And thus, in the final days of Judah, God told Jeremiah not
to even pray for his nation (Jeremiah 7:16 and 14:11). In like
manner, God told Ezekiel that even if the most righteous men
who had ever lived — Noah, Daniel and Job — were to inter-
vene for Judah at that point in time, their prayers could only
deliver themselves and their families, but not the nation (Ezekiel
14:12-16).

The power of repentance
can be seen in the history of our
nation. In the midst of our civil
war, in March of 1863, Presi-
dent AbrahamLincolncalledfor
a “day of national humiliation,
fasting and prayer.” He said he
was motivated by the fact that
through “the confession of the
nation’s sins and transgressions
in humble sorrow,” the Lord
would show the nation “mercy
and pardon.” Lincoln reminded
people that the “Holy Scrip-
tures’ promise that “those na-
tions only are blessed whose
GodistheLord.”

He then proceeded to make one of the most insightful
spiritual statements ever put into words by a President:*

Abraham Lincoln

Andwhereasit isthe duty of nationsaswell as of men,
to own their dependence upon the overruling power of
God, to confesstheir sinsand transgressions, in humble
sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine repentance
will lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the
sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and
proven by all history, that those nations only are
blessed whose God is the Lord.

And, insomuch as we know that, by His divine law,
nations like individuals are subjected to punishments
and chastisementsin thisworld, may we not justly fear
that the awful calamity of civil war, which now deso-
lates the land, may be but a punishment, inflicted upon
us, for our presumptuous sins, to the needful end of our
national reformation as awhole People?

We have been the reci pients of the choicest bounties of
Heaven. We have been preserved, these many years, in
peace and prosperity. We have grown in numbers,
wealth and power, as no other nation has ever grown.

But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the
gracious hand which preserved usin peace, and multi-
plied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have
vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that

al these blessings were produced by some superior
wisdom and virtue of our own.

Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become
too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming
and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that
made us.

It behooves us then, to humble ourselves before the
offended Power, to confess our national sins, and to
pray for clemency and forgiveness.

Lincoln ended the proclamation by calling on all Americans
to set aside the day of Thursday, April 30, 1863, as “a day of
humiliation, fasting and prayer.” He urged them “to abstain on
that day from their secular pursuits and to unite at their several
places of public worship . ..”

Can you imagine an American President issuing such a
proclamation today? Members of Congress would undoubtedly
introduce motionsfor hisimpeachment, based upon hisviolation
of “the separation of church and state.”

Our nation has secularized and paganized so quickly since
the 1950s that most Americanstoday could not even conceive of
a President calling the nation to prayer. Yet many did so, and
some even offered public prayers themselves.

Q ‘
Franklin D. Roosevelt

Take Franklin Roosevelt for example. As the D-Day
landings were taking place on the French beaches of Normandy
in June of 1944, President Roosevelt led the nation in prayer via

anational radio broadcast. The prayer lasted 3 minutes and 36
seconds and included these words:?

Almighty God: Our sons, pride of our Nation, this day
have set upon amighty endeavor, astruggleto preserve
our Republic, our religion, and our civilization, and to
set free a suffering humanity.

Lead them straight and true; give strength to their arms,
stoutness to their hearts, steadfastnessin their faith.

They will need Thy blessings. Their road will be long
and hard. For the enemy is strong. He may hurl back
our forces. Success may not come with rushing speed,
but we shall return again and again; and we know that
by Thy grace, and by the righteousness of our cause,
our sonswill triumph . . .

| ask that our people devote themselves in a continu-
ance of prayer. Aswerise to each new day, and again
when each day is spent, let words of prayer be on our
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lips, invoking Thy help to our efforts. . .

With Thy blessing, we shall prevail over the unholy
forces of our enemy. Help usto conquer the apostles of
greed and racial arrogancies. Lead us to the saving of
our country . . .

Thy will be done, Almighty God. Amen.

Audio copies of this great prayer can be found all over the
Internet. | urge you to find a copy and listen to it. It will thrill
your soul. Yet, when the World War 1l Memorial was being
planned for themall in Washington,
D.C., the Obama Administration
successfully opposed any mention
of the prayer or any quote from it.®

Another example of how far
and how quickly our nation has
strayed from God can befoundina
speech given in 1954 by Chief Jus-
tice Earl Warren to the National
Prayer Breakfast. Warren was the
former Governor of Californiaand
was appointed Chief Justice by
President Eisenhower in 1953.
Warren had this to say about the

Earl Warren

heritage of our nation:*

| believe no one can read the history of our country
without realizing that the Good Book and the spirit of
the Savior have from the beginning been our guiding
geniuses. Whether we look to the first charter of
Virginiaor the Charter of New England or the Charter
of Massachusetts Bay or the Fundamental Orders of
Connecticut, the same objective is present — a Chris-
tian land governed by Christian principles.

| believe the entire Bill of Rights came into being
because of the knowledge our forefathers had of the
Bible and their belief iniit . . .

| like to believe we are living today in the spirit of the
Christian religion. | like also to believe that aslong as
we do so, no great harm can come to our country.

Again, can you imagine a Supreme Court nominee today
speaking such words? He would be dismissed as a religious
fanatic who was unworthy to serve our nation in the judiciary.

Or, consider the unanimous Supreme Court decision ren-
dered in 1892 (Holy Trinity v United States) in which the Court
stated that our nation was not only historically and culturally
religious, but that its very system of government and laws was
based on a Christian worldview. The Court declared, “Thisisa
religious people. . . thisis a Christian nation.”®

One hundred and fourteen years later, in 2006, President
Obamajoyfully and proudly declared, “ Whatever we oncewere,
we are no longer just a Christian nation; we are also a Jewish
nation, a Muslim nation, a Buddhist nation, a Hindu nation, and
anation of nonbelievers.”® He could have also added that we
have become a nation of pagans.

Thereisno doubt that we havejettisoned our Christian heri-
tageinfavor of asociety dominated by secularism and paganism.
And we are reaping the consequences as we witness the moral

collapse of our society.
The Warning of Romans Chapter 1

In Romans chapter 1, Paul tells about how God deals with
a rebellious nation He has blessed. If the nation persists in its
rebellion after it has been warned by prophetic voices and
remedial judgments, God will step back and lower His hedge of
protection and allow evil to multiply (verses 22-25). The result
will be a sexual revolution, like the one that occurred in our
nation in the 1960s.

If the nation ignores this judgment, God will step back a
second time and lower His hedge of protection even more. This
will produce aplague of sexual perversion in the form of homo-
sexuality (verses 26-27). We began experiencing this at the turn
of this century.

If the people continueto refuseto repent, God will step back
a third time and deliver the nation over to a “depraved mind”
(verses 28-32). That is where we are today. Just consider, for
example, the two photos below that were taken recently at
demonstrations in Washington, D.C.

Wi v
t [F JESUS RETURNG.
KILL HIM AGAIN. g

Our Continuing Rebellion

June 26, 2015 is the day our nation’s fate was sealed. That
was the day our Supreme Court decided to legalize the abomi-
nation of same-sex marriage. In the process, the consenting
judges decided to ignore our Constitution, disregard 2,000 years
of Western civilization, and hold God’ s Word in contempt.

Repentanceisthe only thing that can save our nation — not
Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump or any other politician. But
how can repentance take place when sin is so entrenched and
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even celebrated?

Our wound has become incurable. We can no longer hope
for survival as a nation when we are thumbing our nose at God
and holding His Word in open contempt.

Consider again the ominous words of the prophet Nahum
(Nahum 1:2-3):

2) The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the
LORD takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. The
LORD takes vengeance on His foes and vents His
wrath against His enemies.

3) The LORD isslow to anger but great in power; the
LORD will not leave the guilty unpunished . . .

Individual Hope

Theonly hopewe haveleft istheindividual hopethat God's
Word gives us when we accept His Son, Jesus, as our Lord and
Savior.

That hope is great beyond words, and | cling to it in faith,
reminding myself daily that while al the world is mocking God
and His Word, He sitsin Heaven and laughs — not because He
does not care, but because He has the wisdom and the power to
orchestrate al the evil of Satan and Man to the triumph of His
Son (Psalm 2:1-9).

Maranathal ==

Notes:

1) Abraham Lincoln, “Proclamation Appointing a National Fast Day,” www.
abrahamlincol nonline.org/lincol n/speeches/fast.htm.

2) FDR Presidentia Library, “Franklin Roosevelt’s D-Day Prayer,” http://docs.
fdrlibrary.marist.edu.odddayp.html.

3) Todd Starnes, “ Obama A dministration Opposes FDR Prayer at WWII Memo-
ria,” www.foxnews.com.

4) Roger Schultz, “A Christian America: Earl Warren and Our Christian Roots.”
http://chal cedon.edu/faith-for-all-of -life/the-resurrection-5/a-christian-america
-earl-warren-and-our-christian-roots.

5) Justia, “Church of the Holy Trinity v. United States 143 U.S. 457 (1892),”
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/143/457/case.html.

6) Sojourners, “ Transcript: Obama's 2006 Sojourners Call to Renewal Address
on Faith and Politics,” https://sojo.net/articles/transcri pt-obamas-2006-sojourn
erscall-renewal -address-faith-and-politics.

The Twilight of America

DDavidjR® Reagan

Dr. Reagan’ s passionate and rousing overview of America’'s
spiritual crisis brought the audience to its feet when he
deliveredit at theLamb & Lionannual Bible conferencein 2014.
The presentation impressed Bill Perkins of Compass Interna-
tional Ministries so much that he decided to show it a his
Steeling the Mind Conference in Denver that year.

Although the sermon is contained in the ministry’s 2014
conference album, there has been so much demand for Dr.
Reagan’s specific presentation that we decided to make it
available as asingle video album.

In the sermon, Dr. Reagan documentsin detail our nation’s
drift fromits Christian heritage — a drift that has turned into an
outright revolt in recent years. He also presents detailed exam-
ples of the Christian persecution that is resulting from our
nation’ s increasing secularism and paganism.

It is a breathtaking and chilling presentation that will drive
you to your kneesin prayer for America.

The presentation runs approximately 50 minutes and
contains many illustrations, charts and photos. The cost is $20,
whichincludesthe cost of shipping. Y ou canorder it through our
website at lamblion.com, or you can call our office at 972-736-
3567 between 8am and 5pm, Central time.

This is a message that should be shown in every church in
America. Consider asking your pastor to show it to your congre-
gation. ==
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Biblical Insight
The Power of Repentance

Steve Howell and Nathan Jones

I s there power in repentance? The Minor Prophet Haggai
proves to be an ideal person to teach about the power of
repentance. His message loomed large for the Jewish post-exilic
community — the Jews who came back home from Babylonian
captivity.

Back in 586 B.C., Jerusalem had been destroyed by the
Babylonian siege. God’ s temple had been demolished, the city
decimated and the people exiled to Babylon for a seventy-year
period.

God allowed themto remain in captivity during thistime as
a lesson to the nation, but He still remained faithful to His
covenant promises. After the Babylonian empire was overtaken
by the Persians, God motivated the new Persian king to decree
that the Jews could return to their homeland in order to rebuild
the Temple (2 Chronicles 36:22-23).

TheProblem

By 538 B.C., aremnant of Jews returned. Thingswent well
initially. The Jews quickly completed the foundation of the
Temple. But then, opposition came from otherswho lived in that
area. The enemies of the Jews began intimidating them and
frustrating their work. The Temple rebuilding project wasforci-
bly ceased and left unfinished. The Temple's foundation sat in
Jerusalem for years, a memorial to incomplete projects and
misplaced priorities.

It was now the end of August 520 BC, just before the start
of the harvest. While this should have been a time of excited
anticipation, it was|ooking more like atime of dread. The crops
were suffering because of aseveredrought and ageneral poverty
seemed to have seized the people. They were underfed, un-
guenched, and unable to pay for adequate clothes or services
(Haggai 1:6). They could hardly scrape together enough to sus-
tain themselves, let alone prosper.

The Prophetic M essage

Thepeoplewerewondering“Why?” and the prophet Haggai
felt led to provide God's answer. Haggai pointed out that the
people had given up on the rebuilding project and were saying,
“The time has not come, the time that the LORD’ s house should
be built” (1:2).

In other words, the Jews had rationalized their failure to
finish the Temple and decided it could sit on the backburner. So,
instead of focusing on God and making Him their priority, the
people were concentrating on the building of their own resi-
dences. The governor could live in a paneled house, yet God's
house was in shambles.

Because of thisbackwardsthinking and misplaced priorities,
God had withheld blessings from his people. Since they focused
on their own priorities instead of His, God had resorted to
economic judgmentsto challenge His peopleto focuson spiritual
realities instead of physical realities. But they had not paid
attention.

The Peopl€e s Response

Negative responses to other prophets’ messages had pro-
duced an expectation of more failure on the part of the people,
but the Jews suddenly decided to respond positively to Haggai’s
blunt message when he cried out, “ Consider your ways!” (1:5).
“. .. All the remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the
LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet . . . and
the people feared the presence of the LORD” (1:12).

Within 23 days of Haggai’s message, the people had re-
sumed construction of the Temple. The people in a very short
stretch of time had assembled plans, agreed to an order of
building, attained workers, and acquired materials. Amazing!
Though guilty, they did not wallow in despair. Instead, they
repented and took action.

Strength to Carry On

A little less than one month after the start of the project,
moral e began to suffer because it became clear that this Temple
was not going to be on a par with its predecessor. The Temple
built by Solomon was built from the finest materials around. It
was a gleaming structure, an architectural wonder. This new
incarnation, though, was a modest reconstruction, merely func-
tional and not beautiful.

Still, God told al the leaders and the peopleto “Be strong!”
and “Work, for I amwith you!” (2:4). God provided encourage-
ment and motivation to the people during their time of despair.
He reminded them that this temple, while lessimpressive struc-
turally than its predecessor, was approved by God Himself.

God’s perspective on the Temple was that its outward ap-
pearance was |essimportant than the working of His own Spirit.
God had plans to make this Temple more glorious. In fact,
history shows that resources poured in from the nations later to
upgrade the Temple so that the Second Temple overshadowed
theFirst Temple. Thisnew and upgraded Templewas also going
to see anew and upgraded Presence, as Jesus Himself would set
foot there several centuries later.

Future Hope

The nation had suffered during its harvest because the atti-
tude of selfishness had spread like uncleanliness. They were
afflicted with crop failures and poor harvests because of their
own actions and attitudes. God caused their agricultural and
economic disaster, but it was a direct result of the people’s
choices. Now, however, things would be different. “From this
day | will bless you,” God promised (2:19). Finding no more
guilt dueto the peopl €’ s obedient responseto Hismessages, God
began to open up blessings upon them.

The guilt of the people in this matter was finally pushed
aside. Its impact on the people and the leadership gave way to
forgiveness and blessing. Their positive response to the preach-
ing of Haggai shows us that the best responses when we are
guilty of sin are simple yet effective: repent and obey. Thereis
indeed power in repentance! ==

Editor’s note: The authors of this article are also the authors of a great
new book titled, 12 Faith Journeys of the Minor Prophets. You can
secure a copy of this 313 page book for $20, including the cost of
shipping. Y ou can order it through our website at lamblion.com or by
calling 972-736-3567 Monday thru Friday, 8am to 5pm Central time.
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Guest Editotial

The End of Discer nment
When People Live Like Mongrel Dogs

Don McGee

(Editor’'s note: Don McGee is the
founder and evangelist of Crown &
Sickle Ministries based in Amite,
Louisiana.)

iscernment might be defined as

the exercise of judgment and
civilized taste. If that is anywhere
close to being in the context of
modern culturethen, without doubt,
we havelost it. Europelost it many
decades ago, and the debasement of
spiritual and social norms that
wrecked the structure of decency on
the Old Continent has done the same in the New World, seem-
ingly with a vengeance.

Our Moral Free-Fall

In order to bevery clear, theintention of thisarticleisnot to
leave the reader with the idea that 21st Century culture has
accidently stumbled and fallen, thus damaging its ability to
recognize spiritual and moral squalor. That would be amistaken
conclusion.

Wherewestern cultureistoday spiritually and morally isnot
the result of an accident. Society is wallowing in the muddy
shallows of debasement because it
has chosen to be there.

In humanity’ sheadlong rush to
estrangement from God it has v‘
thrown overboard most every ves- | ;
tige of conduct that separates hu- :
man standards of living from those
of mongrel dogs, just like Bible
prophecy said it would do, “. . . as
inthedaysof Lot...” Leviticus18
presents the precedent for the spiri-
tual degradation and its attendant
falout that has enveloped modern
civilization.

| used to own a couple of hunting dogs whose sole purpose
for living wasthe hot pursuit of whitetail deer in order for me, or
another hunter, to put meat in the freezer and afull-grown trophy
version of Bambi on the wall. Of course my dogs had biblical
names — Joshua and Caleb — but that did not change the fact
that they had no inhibitions and discernment whatsoever. They
were dogs, and male dogs at that.

That meansthey would publicly and in broad daylight prop-
agate with any gyp that came around. They enjoyed rolling in
rotting carcasses and had no qualms about taking care of bodily
functions at any place and at any time no matter how disgust-
ingly offensive. For these and other reasons their pen was some
distancefrommy house, and they were consigned toridinginthe

back of my truck while en route to and from the woods. The
Occupy Wall Street bunch along with the Spring Break crowd
remind me alot of my dogs.

However, to be honest about the matter, my dogs had no
choice because living like that was simply part of their being
dogs.

Moral Choice

But, such rationalization cannot be afforded human beings
regarding their dog-like conduct. What is now being publicly
displayed by those who see themselves as the world’s current
trend-setters and future leaders has no excuse of any kind, much
less something based upon species genetics.

One of the great distinctions between humans and dogs is
that humans have achoicein developing amoral conscience and
exercising its associated discernment. Said another way, when
peoplelive like mongrel dogsit is because they choose to do so.
And, likedogsrolling inrotting flesh, they really, realy enjoy it.

True, some people have been living with the morals of
pot-licker hounds for millennia (actually, apologies might bein
order to all pot-licker hounds), but never have people been able
to shamelesdly flaunt it before the entireworld in real timewhile
being excused under the “culture-toleration” exemption. This
rationalization is scraping the bottom of the proverbia barrel.
God allowsfor no such toleration and it would be of great benefit
if society would do the same.

The Nature of the Problem

How did this happen, and why? | can offer only a micro-
cosm of the answer, and it is in the context of Bible prophecy.
Said succinctly, in order for Satan to do what he will ultimately
do to humanity, he must destroy any semblance of spiritual dis-
cernment, and he has seen phenom-
enal success in this area.

It isimportant to see that what
he has accomplished was not
through a by-the-numbers, sharply-
defined, multi-step process. That
- would not work because the degra-

dation would be too easily defined
and too easily recognized even by
the spiritually weak.

Rather, Satan haschosento use
a dideto-ruin, smooth process
without distinct stages. Something
that is smooth is more easily swal-
lowed than something sharp. Essentially, and without going into
intricate detail, theresult of lost spiritual discernment leadsto the
loss of moral discernment and other debasementsthat have been
wrecking lives, homes and churches for along time.

The Main Problem

Number one on the list is the refusal to judge. It has been
said that the most quoted Bible verse is Matthew 7:1, “Do not
judge so that you will not be judged.” If Satan has ever been
successful in duping people into taking a verse from its context
it isthis one.

Can anyoneintheir stable, God-given mind makethat verse
mean that tolerance is the key to godliness? Y et, that is exactly
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what is being taught in multitudes of pulpits and in untold
numbers of Bible classes each week. Especially in “seeker-
friendly” churchesandinthose churchesthat pushtheunbiblical,
but popular “social gospel.” Must we wonder why some Chris-
tians (especialy teens and young adults) dress, talk and live as
they do?

Consider some words of great wisdom from F. F. Bruce, the
great Scottish scholar and son of a Plymouth Brethren preacher.
He said, “Judgment is an ambiguous word, in Greek as in
English: it may mean sitting in judgment on people (or even
condemning them), or it may mean exercising aproper discrimi-
nation. In the former sense judgment is depreciated; in the latter
senseit is recommended.”

A.W. Tozer, thegreat American pastor, preacher and author,
said, “Among the gifts of the Spirit, scarcely one is of greater
practical usefulnessthan the gift of discernment. Thisgift should
be highly valued and frankly sought as being almost indispens-
ableinthesecritical times. Thisgift will enable usto distinguish
the chaff from the wheat and to divide the manifestations of the
flesh from the operations of the Spirit.”

Corrupted Christianity

Some believers are nothing less than dismayed after com-
paring men like Bruce and Tozer to the likes of Brian McLaren,
Rick Warren and others who are absolutely void of biblical
discernment. The reason for this glaring distinction is that the
former had a centralized view of spiritual authority — namely,
the Bible. The latter, Emergent Church |leaders, are determined
to transform Christianity into a constantly developing and de-
centralized “ conversation,” as they call it, and to “deconstruct”
historical Christianity and rebuild it asthey think it ought to be.

Further, most readers would al so be dismayed to know how
much influence these men wield in what has historically been
Evangelical circles. Think not? In 2005 a Barna Group survey
found that The Purpose Driven Church by Rick Warren was
voted as the second most influential book in the lives and
ministries of American church leaders. It ranked just behind The
Purpose Driven Life, also written by Warren. So, what is the
fallout from leaving the centralized authority of the Bible and
going to alets-talk-about-it-in-order-to-feel-good system of dis-
cernment?

Moral deconstructionfollowsspiritual deconstruction. When
what God says no longer carries life-influencing weight then
something must fill the vacuum. When discipleship becomes a
“conversation” built upontherubble of “ deconstructed Christian-
ity” then it no longer has a sure foundation, and thus easily falls
to any prevailing wind.

Caseinpoint. At arecent prophecy conference awoman had
some comments and questions about current standards among
young Christians. She was very concerned because her grand-
daughter is a Bible class leader in her youth group. This girl, in
her lateteens, “ goesto youth group meetings dressed in shorts so
tight and short that her . . . (certain regions of her derriere are
openly visible— | had to soften up her description abit) and her
parents and the pastor and youth pastor say nothing!” Her
conversation continued about what Christian girls are now
wearing to their proms and that it must be an embarrassment to
God. | agreed. Thetruthisthat what they are wearing givesthem
all the dignity and class of a wild-west saloon floozy. But, |

suppose it makes for a wave-less way of life at home and at
church.
A Twisted Theology

“Cheap grace” theology (though God’ s grace isindeed free
it was not cheap) has been taught for so long in Bible colleges,
seminaries and pulpits that it has become woven into the fabric
of pastoral counsel. It istheidea, or at the very least the strong
perception, that God’ s grace does away with God’ s commands,
something that could not be further from the truth.

Itisthe belief that being saved by grace and obeying God's
commands about the way we live are mutually exclusive. The
indecisive, indiscriminate, undiscerning churchislong and loud
about, “Neither do | condemn you,” but is eerily silent about,
“Go and sin no more.” It is absolutely impossible for a person
who choosestolivealife of darknessto, inreality, beaChristian
living alife of righteousness (John 8:1-12).

}sf'
] renseyl og.wordpress.com).

The following is often said and bears repeating. The False
Prophet of the Tribulation will not have very far to goin order to
construct and impose a global religion that will be palatable to
most people left behind when the church is taken out.

There will be no need for discernment and judgment re-
garding what God has said because there will be a demand for
allegiance to the Antichrist under penaty of death. Worship
might be some kind of adoration-liturgy with oaths and other
such trappings, but in the context of morals and lifestyles, noth-
ing further will be required. Without Godly discernment nothing
else will matter as it often does not matter even now. Anyone
with biblical discernment can clearly seethat much of professing
Chrigtianity is already at that point today.

The Need for Action

The broken-hearted grandmother mentioned above is only
one of many Christians who are very concerned about what is
happening intheir churches. Ironically, it seemsto be peoplelike
her who actually see what is happening, and generally they are
ignored because their concern is seen as being too reactionary.

Church leaders often seem more concerned with the orches-
tration of the Sunday morning entertainment, current outreach
programs, the latest praise and worship digital technology and
numbers. Not that numbers mean a great harvest, but that num-
bersmeanalargefinancia offering. Strongwords?Y es. Because
the situation is critical and timeis running out very quickly.

Nobody wants to experience difficult and oppressive times.
However, church history indicates that those things cause God's
people to shed the excesses and to simply get back to, “Thisis
what the Lord says...” (Zechariah 1:3) <=
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Che Status of Ametica

Walking the Walk

Tim Moore

(Editor's note: Tim Moore is a
commercia pilot, a colonel in the
Air Force Reserve, and a member
of the House of Representatives of
the Kentucky State Legislature. He
also serves as an Assistant Evange-
~ | listfor Lamb & Lion Ministries.)

This people honors Me
with their lips, but their
heart is far from Me.
(Matthew 15:8)

s | write this column, it re-

mains to be seen who will
occupy the White House for the
next four years. During this presidentia election cycle, much
attention has been focused on the manifest shortcomings of both
candidates. Evangelical voters (a distinct block in the minds of
political pollsters) havefound it difficult to be enthusiastic about
the “lesser of two evils.”

Still, asimportant as this election isin the life of our nation
— in terms of policies toward Israel, Supreme Court justice
nominations, budget priorities, and undoing some of the current
administration’ smess— other even moretroublesomedynamics
are evident in Americatoday.

The Uniqueness of America

Our nation is rather unique in the world today, and not
merely because of the size of our economy or the potency of our
military or the influence of our culture. We are not even unique
for believing that our culture, our way of life, and even our
system of government is better than any other in the world
(although our current President has been reluctant to ascribe to
that kind of Americanism). Many other nations and peoples
perceive their own culture, way of life, and system of govern-
ment to be superior. No, we are unique among nations for our
bold declaration of trust in God and for our expectation that God
will blessus.

Just this summer, | hel ped commemorate the 60th Anniver-
sary of the United States Congress adopting “In God We Trust”
as the national motto. In Kentucky, our Governor honored that
anniversary with aproclamation. And, thanksto the work of my
fellow co-chair of our Legislative Prayer Caucusjust afew years
ago, that motto isenshrined at the front of our House and Senate
chambers. | was even encouraged to see that motto shamelessly
displayed on a police cruiser when | was in Louisiana recently.
To date we have maintained that motto on our US currency —
despite efforts by the ACLU and Americans United for the
Separation of Church and State to get it declared unconsti-
tutional .

Our unofficial national anthem is “God Bless America,”
written by the Jewish songwriter Irving Berlin. Many prefer it to
the official anthem. And, that prayerful sentiment — God Bless

America— has become the standard tagline on political speech-
es of every persuasion.

There was a time when such a sentiment would have been
recognized as heartfelt, and in line with the aspirations of our
nation. That is not to say that we were without shortcomings in
past generations. Americahashad itsown blind spotsthroughout
its relatively short history. But few would have disputed our
Christian heritage and underpinnings.

When | wasin high school, our history textbookslauded the
virtues of America's Puritan work ethic. Even secular authors
credited the Pilgrims with seeking to form amore perfect union
based on the tenets of the Bible. In conflict after conflict,
Americans were quick to call down the “blessing of heaven on
their arms.” When Jimmy Stewart’ s character in“It’ saWonder-
ful Life” saysthat everyone was in church praying for blessing
after Pearl Harbor and offering thanksgiving after V-E and V-J
days, that pattern fit very well into our national fabric.

How far we' ve come since then!

The Jaded America of Today
America is now the world's greatest consumer of illegal
drugs, greatest producer (and consumer) of pornography, and has

AmerlcaAdri_ft

perpetrated 43 years of carnage against millions of unborn inno-
cents. Most outrageously, some of the same politicians who
mouth “ God BlessAmerica” at theend of every speech advocate
the very policies that our holy God detests.

Having said that, | would submit that our aspiring leaders
are actually reflections of our corporate soul. And, althoughitis
easy to focus our frustration on a given President, official, or
candidate, the policies they espouse are usually echoes of what
isalready transpiring in our culture.

I'll giveyou an example. My own father recently expressed
disgust at President Obama's executive orders that have en-
shrined same-sex marriage, transgender identity politics, and
confused bathroom labeling. He tied the President’s advocacy
with the Supreme Court’ s decision requiring the legalization of
same-sex marriage. But, as | reminded him, our culture had
already shifted before the President decided to seal this new
ideology in federal regulations.

Consider the fact that in addition to universities, most For-
tune 500 companies had already embraced same-sex partner
benefitsfor anumber of years. They had al so moved to eliminate
any perception of discrimination against transgender employees
— even though such people would have been considered
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unbalanced and mentally unstable just a few years ago. How
many born-again Christians are heavily invested in these cor-
porations but have never expressed outrage over their unbiblical
policies?

And, lest you think that all iswell withinthewalls of Chris-
tendom, | would point to the rapid shift within many mainline
(and even some professing Evangelical) denominations. Their
sudden decision to embrace homosexuality belies many years of
foundational erosion. And, if you attend a conservative, Bible-
believing church, ask what your teens and twenty-somethings
believe on these issues. Other than trending more pro-life, the
Millennial Generationisabandoning scriptural attitudeson these
and other issues.

What Are Weto Do?

Regardless of who winsthe Presidential election, thetrends
inour culture are clearly and diametrically opposed to the Bible.
So, what should we do as darkness descends in our land?

First, recognize that God told us the world would descend
into immorality and wickedness as the season of Christ’sreturn
draws near (Matthew 24:37-39).

Second, realize that the darknesswe observe settling around
usisevidence that the Lord is at the very gates of heaven. That
iswhy Adrian Rogersused to say, “It’ sgetting gloriously dark!”

Third, receive with gladness the opportunities the Lord is
affording us for shining His light in our dark world. That may
mean that, like California Pastor Walter Howe, we will have the
opportunity to share Jesus Christ in jail when we are wrongly
prosecuted and imprisoned. It will undoubtedly mean that those
around us will observe our living testimony when we refuse to
bow to political correctness despite threats to reputation, liveli-
hood or safety.

| am convinced that blasé calls for God's blessing from a
people (and their leaders) who are wallowing in sinis an affront
to our holy God. It islike taking His Name in vain to have such
little reverence for His Word and His provision for blessing.

Regardless of the outcome on November 8th, elect to glorify
Jesus Christ in al you say and do. Put on His armor of light
(Romans 13:11-14) and shine in our darkening world. And, as
you pray and work in the time and place the Lord has put you,
stay alert, for our Blessed Hopeis coming soon! ==

Living for Christ
in the END TINES

—Coping with Anarchy & Apostasy—

. David R. Reagan
Second Edition

hisisthe 2nd edition of Dr. Reagan’s hard-hitting presenta-

tion about the special challenges that Christians face at the
beginning of the 21st Century dueto the decay of society and the
increasing apostasy in the Church.

After outlining in detail the mora and spiritual challenges
weface, Dr. Reagan then proceeds to present ten principles that
Christians can follow to overcome paganism and live victorious
lives:

Standing on the Word of God
Believing in the Power of God
Relying on the Holy Spirit
Practicing Tough Faith
Ordering Priorities

Keeping an Eternal Perspective
Standing for Righteousness
Persisting in Prayer
Surrendering in Worship
Clinging to Hope

The final two chapters present prophetic material from the
Bible which shows that Christians will ultimately triumph over
paganism when Jesus returns in glory and power.

Thebook runs 328 pagesinlength. It sellsfor $20, including
the cost of mailing. ==
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Chzistian Apostasy

| have a bone
to pick over thidl

Pat Franklin

(Editor’'s note: Pat Franklin and her hus-
band, Alan, are journalists who reside in
the London area of England. Thisinsight-
ful article was posted on their website in &

May of thisyear. You can find their web-

siteat www.thefreepressonline.co.uk. They provide Christianin-
sights concerning both British and international events.)

bone fragment said to be from the elbow of “ Saint” Thomas

Becket was brought to England from Hungary at the week-
end and put on display, first at the Catholic Westminster Cathe-
dral in London, and later at the Church of England’ s Canterbury
Cathedral. There was much pomp and ceremony and marching
about by important people in expensive clerical garments. This
iswhat passes for Christianity in England today.

| don’t want to be rude, but bones belongin the ground. And
saints are not “made” or “declared” saints by any religious
hierarchy. If you are abeliever in the Lord Jesus Christ, you are
asaint, redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ, chosen, set apart
by God Himself (1 Corinthians 1:2).

The True Saints

A “saint” isafollower of Jesus, whether living or dead. “To
the saints at Ephesus,” Paul wrote (Ephesians 1:1). It doesn’'t
mean we are wonderful people. It means we are sinful people
who have accepted the wonderful gift of salvation provided for
us by Jesus.

| don’t know anything much about Thomas Becket, but if he
really isasaint, he would find the goings on this week intensely
aggravating and embarrassing. He would tell the church authori-
tiesto get rid of that piece of bone and turn instead to the Word
of God, the Bible.

Thomas lived in the 12th century, when the Bible was not
available in English. Both the Catholic Church and later the
Church of England banned the Bible. Tranglation into English
carried the death penalty and many died at the stake, burned
alive, before this changed.

Much blood has been shed so that we can hold God’ s Word
in our hands and read it for ourselves. Now, amost anywherein
the world people can read God's Word in their own language.

So we have no excuse whatever for venerating a sliver of
bonein afancy display case.

A Crucial Question

Are you a saint, dear reader? You have a choice. Jesus
opened the door of Heaven when He died on the cross of
Calvary. He paid the penalty for every sin that men and women
have committed. He died for sinners, and we are al in that
sinking boat. All have sinned and fallen short, the Bible tells us
in Romans chapter 3.

The only way to forgiveness, cleansing,
and being made worthy of Heaven is by
putting our trust in Jesus. He said Heisthe
way, the truth, and the life, and no one
comes to the Father except through Him
(John chapter 14).

Sounds good to me! Y ou can choose
Jesus this very day. You can become a
saint today! Jesus said that most people
would reject Him and choose the broad
way that leads to Hell. But you do not
have to be in that dread crowd!

You can choose the narrow way,
through Jesus Christ, the way that leadsto eternal life. Jesus has
paid the terrible penalty our sins deserve, but if you refuse to
accept Him, you put yourself beyond help.

Jesusisthe Only Way

There is no other way to obtain forgiveness of sins. The
blood of Jesus was shed for us. It was the terrible price He paid
to redeem us. But if you reject Jesus' sacrifice on the cross, you
will die with your sins still on your soul.

The most religious people of Jesus day were the hard-
hearted Pharisees, who adamantly rejected Him. Repentant
sinnersfell at Hisfeet. | amone of thelast group. Won't youjoin
me at His feet?

Itisthe best placein theworld to start your walk with Jesus.

A prayer: Dear Jesus, isthistrue? AreYourea ? Can| really
belong to Y ou, be one of Y our people? Will You forgive even
me? All my sins? Please help mebelievethetruth. Pleaseforgive
my sins. | put my trust in You and ask You to save even me.
Amen. ==

B

Alan and Pat Franklin are pictured above on theday in 2005 when
they launched their Inter net newspaper called TheFreePress. They
speak out strongly on the moral issuesthat are conflicting Britain,
and they enthusiastically supported thewithdrawal of Britain from
the European Union.
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Chzistian Apostasy

Evangelicals Assisting
the Pope

Mike Gendron

(Editor’s note: Mike Gendron is

the founder and director of Pro-

claiming the Gospel Ministriesin

Plano, Texas. You can find his

website at pro-gospel.org. Mike

was adevout Catholic for over 34
, years before he became a born-
il again Christian in 1981. At that
point, he gave up hisvery success-
ful business career to attend semi-
nary, after which he founded the
ministry he has served since that
time.)

n July 16th, Pope Francis
called for unity among all
Christians at an ecumenical prayer rally in Washington, D.C.
Hundreds of thousands of Christians heard his video message
along with messages from evangelical leaders Ronnie Floyd,
Ravi Zacharias, LuisPalau, Josh McDowell, Francis Chan, Ann
Voskamp and others.

MikeGendron'

Organizers of the event attempted to gather one million
Christians and Catholics in unified prayer and worship with a
goa to bring unity to al who “love Jesus.” The event, caled
“Together 2016,” was about laying aside what divides us to lift
up Jesus who unites us.

The gathering fell short of the million person goal. It was
intended to run from 9am to 9pm, but officials shut it down at
4:40pm after medical personnel became overwhelmed with the
number of people — more than 400 — who were overcome by
extreme heat.

The Purpose of the Event

Before the rally, Nick Hall, the founder of PULSE (pulse
movement.com), who came up with the idea for “Together
2016,” said that adding the Pope to the lineup was the best news
yet. He said,

We are humbled and honored by hisinvolve-
ment and are eager to share his message with
the crowd that gathers. That His Holiness
would choose to speak into thishistoric day is
a testament to the urgency and the need for
followers of Jesus to unite in prayer for our
nation and our world.

While some may admire Hall’s zedl, it is clearly not based
on knowledge. For him to refer to awolf in sheep’s clothing as
“His Holiness” demonstrates his lack of knowledge of God's
Word. God aloneis holy! Anyone who does not know Scripture
cannot discern between holiness and depravity or between true
and false prophets.

Evangelical Compromise

The Evangelicalswho werefeatured on the program need to
know that the Lord Jesus did not come to bring peace on earth
but rather division (Luke 12:51). His Gospel has alwaysdivided
believers from unbelievers. The Lord Jesus said He is the door
that must be entered for salvation (John 10:9). Those words
caused division among the people who heard them (John 10:19).
Clearly, those who have been sanctified by the Gospel must
avoid uniting with those who embrace another gospel and have
deserted Christ (Galatians 1:6-9).

The Evangelical leaders scheduled to speak with the false
prophet of Rome either do not know the exclusivity of the true
Gospel of Jesus Christ, or they do not know the false and fatal
gospel of Catholicism; or perhaps they know, but chose to be
disobedient to Scripture.

Scriptural Warning Against Compromise

God's Word gives us a clear command: “Do not be un-
equally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light
with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what
portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? What agree-
ment hasthetemple of God withidols?’ (2 Corinthians 6:14-16).

Evangelicalswhoworship Godin Spirit and truth must have
no agreement with Catholics who worship idols, relics and a
false Christ. To do so would be seeking to please men over God
(Galatians 1:10).

The Evangelical leaders who stood with the Pope betrayed
the Gospel, the Reformation, and all those martyred by Rome. It
was the Word of God proclaimed by the Reformers that broke
the tyrannical hold of the popes over the visible church. Now
these Evangelicals are aiding and abetting the Pope’ s attempt to
reverse the Reformation. The truths that set the Reformers free
from religious bondage and deception are being suppressed or
ignored.

Cathalic Apostasy

It isvery disturbing to see Evangelical leaders cooperating
with the enemies of Christ and His Gospel. The apostate church
of Rome has condemned Christianswith over 100 anathemasfor
believing the infallible truths of God’s Word. We must wonder
if these Evangelicals know that the worship of the Eucharist and
veneration of Mary isidolatry (Exodus20:3-5)?Don'’ t they know
that Rome's plan of salvation is a false gospel that condemns
those who teach it (Galatians 1:6-9)? Don’t they know that the
sacrifice of the Mass and the dogma of Purgatory is a blatant
denial of the finished, perfect, and sufficient work of Christ’s
atonement (Hebrews 10:10-18)?

Asmore and more Evangelical |eaders embrace the Pope as
a brother-in-Christ, they must be warned and called to repen-
tance. Those who promote unity with false teachers, without
challenging their errors, leave their own convictions and beliefs
open to question. Anyone who embraces false teachersisgiving
credibility to their heresies. All Christians will be held account-
ableto God for the soulsthat are misled by our unwillingnessto
contend for the faith. ==

November - December 2016

The Lamplighter page 13



Apostasy —

In August, the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Americavoted to end all aid to Israel and
to divest itself of investmentsin any compa-
nies profiting from Israel’s “ occupation” of
Palestinian territory. The church also called
on the President to recognize a Palestinian |
state.

The church President Obama is a member of

— The United Church of Christ — voted last year to participate
inaboycott of al Isragli products. The Presbyterian Church USA
has also voted to divest from the Jewish state.

Also, in August of this year, the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church USA wasopened with aprayer by aMuslim
imamwho said: “Allah, blessus and bless our familiesand bless
our Lord. Lead uson the straight path — the path of al prophets:
Abraham, Ishmael, |saac, Moses, Jesus and Mohammed.”

Meanwhile, in July the Western District of the M ethodist Church
elected the denomination’s first openly gay bishop despite the
church’s ban on same-sex relationships among the clergy. The
person el ected was Karen Oliveto who serves as pastor of Glide
Memoria United Methodist Church
in San Francisco.

“The Very Reverend” Gary Hall,
the Dean of the National Cathedral
in Washington, D.C. recently an-
nounced from the pulpit that “itisa
sin to oppose homosexuality.” The
Bible makes it clear that one of the
signs of a society in revolt against
God ispeoplecalling good evil, and
evil good (Isaiah 5:20).

Gary Hall

Russian Totalitarianism —

In July, Russian President Vladimir Putin banned virtualy al
types of evangelism in Russia outside the confines of a church
building. The banincludes evangelism within private homesand
over the Internet. The saddest thing about this ban isthat it is
supported behind the scenes by the Russian Orthodox Church
because they do not want Western groups evangelizing within
Russia. Their strong feeling isthat anyone born in Russiashould
be a member of the Russian Orthodox Church, and no other.

Christian Persecution —

Open Doors, aministry dedicated to the protection of persecuted
Christians worldwide, recently announced that 2015 was the
worst year for Christian persecution in modern history. Not
surprisingly, the so-called “religion of peace” was mainly re-
sponsible for most of the persecution. Thus, Islamic extremism
was the source of Christian persecution in 41 of the 50 countries
studied in the Open Doors report. Nine of the top 10 persecuting
nations were Muslim. The only one without a Muslim majority
was the number one worst persecutor — namely, North Korea.
Other countriesin the top ten included Somalia, Irag, Syria, Af-
ghanistan, Sudan, Iran, Pakistan, Eritrea and Nigeria. It is be-
coming increasingly obvious that a passionate hatred of Chris-
tianity is sweeping the earth, and very few global leaders have
been willing to speak out against it, including President Obama.

| Israel —

The Obama Administration has been highly
critical of Israel for allowing Jewish settle-
mentsto be built within the West Bank. Over
| and over our State Department has stated that
¥ the presence of Jews in Judea and Samaria
=8 — what theworld refersto asthe West Bank
— isan obstacleto peacein the Middle East.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
finaly got fed up with all this bickering about Jews residing
within the West Bank, and he decided to speak out strongly
aboutit. “I’mperplexed by thisnotion,” hesaid, “ because no one
would suggest that the two million Arabsliving inside |srael are
an obstacleto peace. Because they aren’t.” He also lashed out at
the silly charges that are constantly made against Israel to the
effect that the Israelis are engaged in “ethnic cleansing.” He
pointed out that the only ones trying to ethnically cleanse any-
thing are “the Palestinians who are demanding a state free of
Jews.”

Meanwhile, the academic bastion of Liberalism in the United
States, the University of California at Berkeley, announced it
was going to offer an anti-lsrael course on “ The De-colonization
of Israel,” based on the premise that Israel is the last colony of
British imperialism! Basically, it was a course on how to exter-
minate the Jewish state. The so-called professor was supposed to
be Hatem Bazian, a street orator whose disgust with Americais
such that he has called for an American Intifada. Fortunately, the
outcries from American Jewish leaders and other supporters of
Israel were sufficient to get the course shut down. The UC
Berkeley administration announced that it had decided that the
course was designed for political indoctrination, and not open
academic inquiry. Duh!

Ingratitude Gone to Seed —

Colin Kagpernick (28 years old) is the backup quarterback for
the San Francisco 49ers of the National Football League. In
August during the team’s preseason games, he started sitting
down during the playing of the nationa anthem. The reason he
gavewas, “| am not going to stand up to show pridein aflag for
acountry that oppresses black people and people of color.” That
isanincomprehensi ble statement when you consider thefact that
the nation he is protesting against has a black President twice
elected, a black Attorney General, and a black Secretary of
Homeland Security. Furthermore, Kaepernick has a six year
contract with the 49ersfor $114 million, including a$12 million
signing bonus. What a poor oppressed man! =
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Thoughts from a Conference —

Dr. Reagan was recently one of several speakers
a an annua Bible prophecy conference spon-
sored by David Hocking's ministry, Hope for
Today. The conference was held at the Calvary
Chapel in Chino Hills, California. The theme of
the conference was “America. Is There Any
Hope?’ During the conference, Dr. Reagan wrote
down pithy statements by the other speakers,
many of which are reproduced below.

Barry Stagner is pastor of Cavary Chapel in
Tustin, California.

“Denying God as Creator leads to rejecting
His mora authority.”

“Rampant immorality is the consequence of
rejecting God' s authority.”

“There is no greater human peril than to lose
the fear of the Lord.”

“When immorality becomesthe law, judgment isimminent.”

“Fetus is the Latin word for baby. Thus, to say, ‘It's not a
baby, it'safetus,’ isthe same as saying, ‘ It s not ababy,
it'sababy.””

“The homosexuals say they are
looking for equality. No,
they are looking for an ex-
ception to God' s law.”

“People often say, ‘If God said
it, | believe it, and that set-
tles it.” The correct version
should be, ‘If God said it,
that settlesit.’ Itisirrelevant
what you believe about it.”

“Many churches are seeking to
- become what the world
Barry Stagner wants rather than what it
needs.”
“One of the mgjor problems with the Church today is that
truth is being established by consensus and not by Scrip-
ture.”

“Moves of God's Spirit are being measured by emotional
experiences and not by personal transformations.”

“Methodology is being elevated above theology. Accord-
ingly, marketing has become a church industry.”

Andy Woods is pastor of the Sugar Land Bible Church in the
Houston, Texas areaand al so servesas aprofessor of systematic
theology at The College of Biblical Studiesin Houston. He was
an attorney before he decided to enter seminary.

“We have to be in the last days because the Bible speaks of
‘the last Trump.””

“Our Founding Fathers quoted four times more from the
Bible than any other source, most frequently from the
book of Deuteronomy. This was true because it empha-
sizeslimited government. Deuteronomy 17:14-20 places

Food for Thought

limitations on the king and requires
that when he iscoronated, he must write
a copy of the Law in the presence of the
Levitical priests! Perhaps we should re-
quire new Presidents to write a copy of
the Constitution in the presence of our
Supreme Court justices! And how about
requiring each new Supreme Court justice
to do the same?’

“Jesus taught the right to bear arms and to
defend ourselves. Consider what He said
to His disciples when He sent them out to
preach, as recorded in Luke 22:36: . . .
whoever has a money belt is to take it
along, likewise abag, and whoever hasno
sword isto sell hiscoat and buy one. . ."”

“The degree of acceptance of homosexuality
is a barometer of society’s revolt against
God.”

“Americans must stand beside the Lone Star State!” [Dr.
Reagan, a Texan, was disappointed to learn that he was
speaking of Israel and not Texas!]

|srael —

“Jerusalem is not only the capital of Israel and of world Jewry;
Jerusalem s, in accordance with the words of the prophets, aso
the spiritual capital of the whole world.” — David Ben-Gurion,
the first Prime Minister of Isragl.

“Jerusalemisthe beating heart of our nation . . .” — Israel Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

“1 often hear people accuse lsragl of ‘Judaizing Jerusalem.’
That' s like accusing America of Americanizing Washington, or
the British of Anglicizing London. Y ou know why we're called
Jews? Because we come from Judea.” — Benjamin Netanyahu.

A Very Insightful Thought —

“1f the folks coming across our borders were Evangelical Chris-
tians hoping to find the freedom to homeschool their kids,
Obamawould call out the Marines.” — Ted Starnes, a Christian
social commentator. ==
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| srael —

After many months of negotiations, the United
States and Israel have agreed on a $38 billion
military assistance packageto the Israeli Defense
Force (IDF). The funds will be paid out over the
next ten years at the rate of $3.8 billion per year.
This is an increase from the $3.1 billion our
nation gave Israel annually under a previous ten
year security deal. This is the largest military
assistance packagethat the United States has ever
given to any country. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu praised the deal as an “historic agree-
ment” which ensures “an unprecedented level of
security assistance to Isragl.”

Rightinga Wrong —

Lieutenant Commander WesModder, Navy chap-
lain, was subjected to military discipline because
he shared a biblical worldview in 2014 with an
officer who he did not know was a homosexual. To counter the
charges of intolerance and discrimination that were lodged
against him, the law firm of First Liberty headed up by Kelly
Shackelford decided to provide him
with legal counsel. In March of
2015, 35 members of Congress
expressed their support for Modder
by sending a letter to Navy Secre-
tary Ray Mabus and Chief of Chap-
lains Rear Admiral Margaret Kib-
ben. That same day the Restore
Military Religious Freedom Coali-
tion sent a petition containing over
d 100,000 individual signatures ex-
| pressing their support for Modder.
In September of this year, the
chargeswerefinally dismissed, and
Modder was allowed to retire with an honorable discharge and a
medal of commendation. He has recently accepted the position
of pastor of Stone Church in Chicago, lllinois.

Wes Modder

Religious Freedom in Mississippi —

In April, Mississippi Governor Phil
Bryant signed into law a piece of
legidation titled, “Protecting Free-
dom of Conscience from Govern-
ment Discrimination.” It providesa
shield against potential government
attacks on people of faith for their
beliefsregarding marriage and gen-
der identity. After signing the bill,
Governor Bryant stated that the
legislation merely reinforces the
rights which currently exist for the
exercise of religious freedom as
statedintheFirst Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution.

Changeto Citizenship Test —

Thanks to the strong objections of Oklahoma Senator James
Lankford, the Department of Homeland Security recently agreed

Phil Bryant

/| Good

to correct an error in the test that it was admin-
istering to citizenship applicants. Theerror related
to a question about what rights Americans have
under the First Amendment. To correctly answer
the question, the person being tested had to circle
“freedom of worship.” The problem, of course, is
that no such freedom is mentioned in the First
Amendment. Rather, the amendment states that
one of the freedoms guaranteed is the “free exer-
cise of religion.” As we have pointed out previ-
ously inthismagazine, thereisabig differencein
“freedom of worship” and “freedom of religion.”
Freedom of worship means the freedom to wor-
- ship asyou please within achurch building. Free-
;3 dom of religion refers to the right to express and
practice your religious convictions in the public
arena. President Obama always refersto freedom
of worship and never to freedom of religion, so it
is doubtful that the erroneous answer on the test
was just an innocent mistake. But thanks to
Senator Lankford, the error has been corrected.

Freedom of Speech —

For 70 yearsit has been atradition for seniors at East Liverpool
High School in Ohioto sing the Lord’ s Prayer at the end of their
graduation ceremonies. But thisyear, the school district officials
decided to ban the singing of the prayer because The Freedom
from Religion Foundation complained. Thereisabsolutely noth-
ing illegal about the students singing such a song of their own
free will, but the Foundation likes to bully school districts with
such demands, always threatening them with legal action. And
most districtscave-intothe demands. Theschool’ schoir director
said the ban “broke her heart.” Well, the students decided they
were not going to stand for it. So, as soon as the class valedicto-
rian finished his speech, the seniors stood and began to recite the
prayer. Praise God for their couragein taking astand in behalf of
their constitutional right.

| ol
News

A Decision for Life—

In May, the General Assembly of the United Methodist Church
voted 445 to 310 to reverse the denomination’s 46 year-old
support of the Roe v Wade decision to legalize abortion. The
delegates also voted to withdraw from The Religious Coalition
for Reproductive Choice, apro-abortion organization. Suchreso-
lutionsare good for eight years. The national headquarters of the
UM C had recommended that the previous resol ution supporting
abortion be re-approved, but they were rebuffed by this vote.

A Repudiation of Apostasy —

InJanuary, the Anglican Communionvotedto censureits Ameri-
can branch, the Episcopa Church, during a meeting held in
Canterbury, England. Specificaly, the delegates voted to sus-
pend the Episcopal Church from voting and decision-making for
a period of three years. The vote passed by a whopping two-
thirds margin dueto the strong influence of African bishopswho
loudly condemned the American church for its liberal stance
regarding homosexuality. The Anglican Communion consi sts of
44 member denominations from around the world, representing
about 85 million Christians. <=
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Fascinating
Statistics
TheBible

The latest joint poll by the American Bible
Society and the Barna Group showed:

® 80% view the Bible as sacred literature
(down 6% since 2006).

® 64% believe the Bible has more influ-
ence on humanity than any other text.

® 33% believethe Bibleisnot asufficient guide for meaning-
ful living (up 10% since 2006).

® 44% claim to read the Bible at |east once a month.

Barna’s conclusion based on these statistics and others: “While

the majority of Americans hold the Bible in high regard, Bible

skeptics are on therise, including openly anti-Christian groups.”
Religion

TheFirst Liberty Institute, America sforemost legal defender of

Christian values, reportsthat therewere 1,285 attacksonreligion

in the United States during 2015. This includes attacks on all

forms of religion, and not just Christianity. That’s adoubling of
the number of attacksin three years, since 2012.

According to the Barna Group, 43% of Americans in general
agree with the statement, “It doesn’t matter what religious faith
you follow because they all teach the same lessons.”

Also, according to Barna, the combined number of unchurched
peoplein Americatotals 156 million (out of 318 million), and the
average churchless person is a white male who is less educated
and unmarried.

Christianity
Recent Barna polls indicate:
® 92% of Americans believe Jesus was areal person.
® 56% believe Jesus was God.
® 52% believe Jesus sinned.

® 40% say they have repented of their sinsand asked Jesusto
be their Lord and Savior, claiming to be born-again Chris-
tians.

But only 9% of Americans can be classified as “Bible-believing
Christians.” These are people who say they believe all the fol-
lowing statements:

® Absolute moral truth exists.

® The Bible is completely accurate in all of the principles it
teaches.

® Satanisareal being or force, not merely symbolic.

® A person cannot earn their way into Heaven by trying to be
good or by doing good works.

® Jesus Christ lived asinless life on earth.

—
- — —
-_— __
- -

Iﬂ:’

® God is the all-knowing, al-powerful
Creator of the world who still rules the
universe today.

Among Americans in the 18-23 age group,
only 1% qualify as “Bible-believing Chris-
tians.”

Though the vast majority of Americans
(78%) claim to be Christians, most have
stopped attending church. Less than 20%
make it to church in a typical week, and
almost 4,000 churches are closing in Amer-
icaeach year. Half of all churchesintheU.S.
did not add any new membersto their ranksin thelast two years.

5

The Barna group pegs the average Protestant church size in
Americaat 89 adults. 60% of Protestant churches have lessthan
100 adults in attendance. Only 2% have over 1000 adults at-
tending.

Forty percent of those who identify themselves as “Born-again
Christians’ believe that Christians and Muslims worship the
same God.

Society
The Federal Education Department reports:

® The homeschool movement in America has grown by 62%
in the last decade, now representing 3.4% of school-age
children.

® 91% of parents cited concerns about the environment of
public schools.

® 64% of parents said they wanted their children to receive
religious instruction.

Regarding abortion:

® |n the past four decades, 336 million children have been
aborted in China, more than the total population of the
United States (318 million).

® 58 million babies have been aborted in the United States
sincethelegalization of abortionin 1973. That’ sover 3,500
per day and over 1.3 million per year.

Regarding the cultural revolution in the United States:

® According to the latest Gallup poll, only 3.8% of Ameri-
cans identify themselves as lesbian, gay, bisexual or
transgender. The same poll showed that Americans believe
that the number is 23%.

® Thelatest Barna study shows that 65% of Americans now
believe that it's a good idea for a couple to live together
before getting married. A Gallup poll showed that more
professing Christian couples are also cohabitating before
marriage.

® A recent Barna poll showed that 74% of the younger
Millennial Generation agreewiththisstatement: “Whatever
isright for your life or works best for you is the only truth
you can know.” Only 38% of the eldest generation agreed
with this statement. <=
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Celebzating Chzistmas

TheChristmasComparison

Nathan E. Jones

f you are one of us who still remembers what the real reason

for the Christmas season is, you can’t help at this time of the
year but to think about Jesus. When thinking, though, how in
your mind’s eye do you picture Him?

“The Nativity” by the Le Nain brothers (three brotherswho
painted together in Francein the 17th Century).

The Christmas Jesus

Because the Christmas holiday is a celebration of the
Savior’ shirth, when picturing Jesus, one’ smind naturally depicts
a baby. Popular nativity scenes portray Luke's description of
Jesus as a tiny babe swaddled in strips of cloth and lying in an
animal trough. His parents, Mary and Joseph, gaze down ador-
ingly. Shepherds and wise men gape in amazement from their
perches along stone walls. The heavenly host flies above ma-
jestically singing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, goodwill toward men!”

While the angels add a sense of the divine to the Nativity
Story, and Hollywood has added the additional touch of abeam
of Bethlehem starlight spotlighting the little family, for the most
part the sceneis rather pastoral — apeasant family sitting in the
hay among animalsin some sort of cave. It is meant to beavery
humble scene.

- The Easter Jesus

Because Christmastime hap-
pens to also be celebrated among
cultural Christians and even
non-Christians, the humbleimagery
of the baby Jesus remains in the
mind’s eye. That is, until Easter.
Then Jesus is portrayed altogether
differently. Now He' sall grown up,
fully bearded, but frail and emaci-
ated. His lithe body suffers from
beatings and is covered in lash
marks. He is nailed naked to atree
where he limply hangs bleeding.

“The Crucifixion” by Leon "
Bonnat, a French painter And there Jesus remains on that

(1833-1922). cross in the mind’s eye, at least

until Christmasreturns and resets the mental image of Jesusback
into atiny baby again. And the circle continues.

The Popular Jesus

One of the most popular scenes from the movie Talladega
Nights is when the lead character, race car driver Ricky Bobby
(played by Will Ferrell), says grace with his family over afeast
of fast food. He beginseach praiseand prayer request with“ Dear
Lord Baby Jesus’ until his wife, Carley, impatiently interrupts
with a, “Hey, you know, Sweetie, Jesus did grow up. You don’t
awayshaveto call him‘baby.”” Incensed, Ricky respondswith,
“Well, | like the Christmas Jesus best and I'm saying grace.
When you say grace you can say it to grownup Jesus, or teenage
Jesus, or bearded Jesus, or whoever you want.” Even Ricky’s
father-in-law, Chip, chimes in with, “He was a man! He had a
beard!”

From there, the conversation degenerates as each family
member describes the “Jesus’ they prefer: a ninja fighting off
evil samurai, aguy sporting giant eagle’ swings, or acool fellow
singing lead vocalsin aband, and so on.

Christianswatching thismovietend to squirm dumbfounded
over whether this scene borders on blasphemy or comedy, and
yet one cannot hel p but come away with aprofound revelation—
most people have created their own personal “ Jesus.”

People see Jesus in the only way they’ ve ever encountered
Him, and that’'s often only during Christmas and Easter. And
therefore, Jesus remains to most as either a helpless baby or a
dying man.

The Prophetic Jesus

Thebeauty and majesty of God’ sProphetic Wordintroduces
usto athird Jesusthat few rarely if ever encounter because they
never study Bible prophecy. In the prophecies concerning Jesus
Second Coming, human frailty is stripped away revealing
Christ's true glory, a divinity that the Apostles could only
glimpse at the Transfiguration. Christ’ strue form stunned James
and John into silence and Peter into babbling. The Apostles
witnessed Jesus in His eternally glorified state.

“The Transfiguration” by the Danish painter,
Carl Bloch (1834 - 1890).
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With a self-introduc-
tion in Revelation 1:8 of,
“l am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and
the End ... the Almighty,”
Jesus breaks out of the box
of babyhood with His
clam to agelessness and
ultimate power. Revelation
1 continues to describe
Jesusas, “ Onelikethe Son
of Man,” so only resem-
bling frail humanity in ap-
pearance. Clothed with a
garment and girded with a
golden band, His hair
gleams bright white like
wool and His eyes blaze
“The Glorified Jesus on the Ide of |like flames. Jesus feet
Pa_tmoS’ by contemporary American glow likebrassrefinedina
painter Pat Marvenko Smith. furnace and His voice
thunders with the sound of many waters. Jesus' holiness blinds
like the sun in its strength. The Jesus the elderly Apostle John
encountered caused him to fall at Jesus' feet as a dead man!

Jump ahead to Revelation 19
and you'll stand in awe of the de-
scription of Jesus as He trium-
phantly returnsto earth asawarrior
king dispensing righteousness as a
judge waging war against Satan’s
forces. Jesus bursts out of the heav-
ensriding Hiswhite war charger as
thearmies of Heaventrail endlessly
behind Him. Jesus' eyes blaze like
fire, atop Hishead sit many crowns,
Hisrobeisdippedin blood, and He
strikesthe enemy nations dead with
the sword of the Word protruding
out of His mouth. Emblazoned on
Jesus' thigh is the title: “King of
kings and Lord of lords.”

Often it is more palatable to |
paint Jesus inside the box of one's
mind as a little baby or suffering
servant, but are those the real Je-
sus? In part, yes, for they were as
much a part of Jesus as our own baby, childhood, and teenage
selves once were to us then, but are no longer.

“I Am Coming Soon” by
contemporary American
artist Stephen Gjertson.

Jesus eternal isthe Jesus of Bible prophecy, so stand in awe
of your Savior this Christmas season and all year long! ==

Nathan JonesisLamb & Lion’sWeb Minister. Healso servesas
an Associate Evangelist and isavailableto speak at churchesand
to conduct Bible prophecy conferences.

Guest Acticle

What Child IsThis?

Wendy Wippe

(Editor’ s note: The author is amolecular biologist with degrees
from Ohio State University. She worked for a while with the
Centers for Disease Control before deciding to specialize in
medical writing. Sheiscurrently finishing up aPh.D. in biblical
studies and liveswith her husband and two teenage daughtersin
Mississippi.)

t’ sthe Christmas season, and amid the baking and the bustling
and the bows, it's easy to lose sight of what the fuss is all
about. A baby. Asthe old carol asks, “What child is this?”’

There salot riding onyour answer. Becausethat baby isthe
central figure of human history. Human history, in fact, is
dividedinto two eras(BC and AD) by Hisexistence. (Y our birth
date? Counted from His.)

A Simple Life With Unequaled Impact

He never traveled morethan 100 milesfrom home, but His
followers permeated every country in the world with His story.
He never wrote a book, but more have been written about Him
than anyoneelsein history. By far. Thefirst book about Him (the
Bible), hasbeen trand ated into almost 3,000 different |anguages.
The Quran has been transglated into only 50 languages.

He had only 12 disciples, but billionsof people discuss His
teachings every day. According to one Harvard professor (not a
Christian), the Sermon on the Mount alone represents the “ most
luminous, most quoted, most analyzed, most contested, most
influential moral and religiousdiscourseinall of human history.”
The professor adds, “ This may sound like an overstatement, but
itisnot.”

He was homeless during His public life, but many of the
world’ s most beautiful buildings were built in His honor (Notre
Dame, Westminster Abby, Hagia Sophia, Chartres, St. John's
Cathedral, and so on).

Hedied asacriminal, but today thousands of names of cities
and countries memorialize Hislife. (San Salvador, for example,
which means Holy Savior, or San Juan, named for the apostle
John. And so on.)

He never married, but more wedding vows have asked His
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blessing than any other.

He never had kids, but there' s areally good chance you're
named after one of His family or His friends.

Untold numbers of peoplethroughout history havewillingly
gone to their deaths rather than renounce His name.

It begs the question, “What child IS this?’
The Speculations of Men

Author Ralph Waldo Emerson (an atheist) observed that the
name of Jesus was not so much written as ploughed into the
history of theworld. And author H.G. Wells(also anatheist) said
this:

A historian like myself finds the picture centering
irresistibly around the life and character of this most
significant man . . . The historian’s test of an individ-
ual’ sgreatnessis. . . did he start men to thinking along
freshlineswith avigor that persisted after him? By this
test Jesus stands first.

Jesus isrecognized by skeptic and saint alike asthe turning
point of history. What child IS this?

WEe' ve had 2,000 yearsto speculate: A really moral man? A
great philosopher? A champion of social justice? A pacifist? A
mythical figure? A revolutionary? An example for al of usto
follow? A fruitcake?

Those really aren't the right questions, though. The real

“Adoration of the Shepherds’ by Guido Reni (1640).

guestion is“ Who does He think He is?”’
Who Jesus Said He Was

And Jesus, tellingly, said none of the above. Jesus said that
He came to “seek and save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).
Jesus said that He came to “give Hislife as aransom for many”
(Matthew 20:28). In fact, He said that He came specifically for
that onemomentintime, Hiscrucifixion (John 12:27). And Jesus
said that He came to be the make-or-break issuein your life and
mine: “For judgment | have come into thisworld, that those who
do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind”
(John 9:39).

@ Come, O Come,

EMMANUEL

What child isthis? We all have to answer that question for
ourselves. And eternity rides on our answer. Why? Because God
created humans to be with Him. But you probably know what
happened next: Adam and Eve disobeyed the one rule that God
established, and humanity became tainted with sin. And as des-
cendants of Adam and Eve, we inherited that condition. We're
al SIN POSITIVE.

The problem isthat sin can't survive in the presence of the
holiness of God, but that same God still loves us and wants usto
be with Him. So Jesus came to seek and save that which was
lost.

We're what was |ost.

Some Christmas carolscall Jesus another name: Emmanuel.
It means “ God with Us.” And Jesus, God in the form of a man,
came to earth to make a bridge. A bridge described in alot of
different placesin the Bible.:

To all who received Him, to those who believed in His
name, He gave the right to become children of God
(John 1:12),

He who hears My word and believesin Him who sent
Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judg-
ment, but has passed from death into life (John 5:24).

For God so loved the world that He sent His only
begotten son, so that whoever believesin Him should
not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16).

Maybeyou' rethinking “that’ sgreat for you, but it’ sjust not
my thing.” Or “I have my own faith.” Or “we al worship the
same God.”

Thenwhat childisthis? Onethat made some pretty amazing
Statements:

| am the way, the truth, the life. No man comes to the
Father but through Me (John 14:6).
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All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
Me (Matthew 28:18).

Nobody else said that. Not Mohammed. Not Confucius. Not
Buddha. Not Joseph Smith. Nobody. People these days say that
makes Christianity exclusive. Except that Jesus also said that
whosoever believesin Him can have eternal life.

Whosoever.

His public life lasted barely three years, but it shaped the
rest of history. So what child is this? You can call Him aliar.
You can call Him alunatic. Or you can call Him Lord. “Unde-
cided” isn't really an option. He didn’t mean for it to be.

What Sets Jesus Apart

Jesus was crucified because He claimed to be the Messiah,
a Messiah described in Isaiah as “wounded for our transgres-
sions,” whose chastisement made peace for us with God. Jesus
said that He cameto give Hislife asaransom for many. Nobody
else said that. Not Mohammed. Not Confucius. Not Buddha. Not
Joseph Smith. Nobody.

That' swhat sets Jesus apart. Only He laid down Hislifefor
your sinsand mine. And when He died on that cross (afact docu-
mented in Roman records) it would have certainly seemed that
was the last history would hear of Him.

But the cross that He died on is now the world's most com-
mon symbol, engraved on tombstones, mounted in and on
churches, scattered on hillsides and hung around awhole lot of
necks. (And at Ground Zero. At least for now.)

So what child isthis? That’s the question.
A Crucial Question For All Of Us

G. K. Chesterton observed: “. . . since Jesus died on the
cross it has never been quite enough to say that ‘God isin His
Heaven and all is right with the world,”” since, according to the
Bible, “God left His Heaven to set it right.” God, in the form of
Jesus, left Heaven to seek and save that which waslost, meaning
you and me. When He died on the cross, God was saying that He
loves you. He Himself came to earth to give His life as your
ransom. It was the God of all the universe, whispering into your
ears, “I do.”

And that God, who still loves you, stands at the altar,
waiting for your answer. He'll wait. He has all eternity to do so.

Do you? ==

Guest Acticle

The Mysterious Festival
of Hanukkah

Michael Norten

(Editor’s note: Mike Norten is a
graduate of Dallas Theological
Seminary. He has served on the
staff of ministrieslike Campus Cru-
sade, and has been a speaker at
numerous Bible conferences. He
has also served as an assistant pas-
tor and interim pastor at various
churches. He is the author of a
highly acclaimed book about the
feasts of Isradl, titled, Unlocking
the Secrets of the Feasts.)

veryone has someawarenessof theholiday called Hanukkah,

because of its proximity to Christmas. Y ou hear people say,
“Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah.” Many Jews even
exchangegiftswithintheir respectivefamilies, primarily withthe
children because of the influence of Christmas.

Aswe all know, Hanukkah is very much a Jewish celebra-
tion, but should it have any interest or significance for Chris-
tians?

The purpose and the traditions of this festival are so
intriguing, that Christiansshould appreciate Hanukkah morethan
just a passing acknowledgment of the season. Jewish celebra-
tions are packed full of meaningful rituals and observances,
which serve as wonderful illustrations of spiritual truths.

HANURMKAH

Feasts of God and Man

When the traditions point in some way to Jesus, Christians
should especialy take note. Unlike the seven annual feasts or
festivals from Passover to Tabernacles, Hanukkah was initiated
by humans themselves, rather than God.

The seven hiblical feasts in Leviticus 23 are called “the
Lord's appointed times.” Hanukkah on the other hand was
created in the mind of man. This by no means should minimize
the significance of the observance, because it is honoring God.
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After al, we celebrate Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas,
which were all established by Man as very important and
meaningful holidays.

The Origin of Hanukkah

Hanukkahisaholiday that lasts eight daysto remember and
celebrate two important events in history that were really con-
nected with one major event. The first was the victory that the
Hasmonean Jews had over the Syrian Greeksin arevolt led by
the Maccabean brothersin 164 B.C. The second event, whichis
also the primary event in the remembrance, is the eight days of
the cleansing and rededication of the Temple after the Jews had
retaken it. The word Hanukkah actually means “dedication.”

Daniel 8:9-12, 23-25 and 11:
21-35 prophesied that a leader
would rise up and cause persecu-
tionstothoselivinginlsragl. This
man proved to be Antiochus IV
Epiphanes, who was aprefiguring
of the coming Antichrist of the
last days.

Antiochus did many deplor-
able things, such as prohibiting
the Jews from practicing their laws, and in addition to that, he
sacrificed a pig on the atar. Antiochus even erected a statue of
Zeus right outside the temple. He demanded that the Jews
worship hisfalse god. He even killed the Jews if they refused to
eat pork. One can understand why he is called a “despicable
person” in Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel 11:21).

A priest by the name Mattathias, with the help of his five
sons, started arevolt and was successful. After the victory of the
Maccabean revalt, one of his sons, Judas Maccabeus, led a
project to cleanse the temple and refurbish it.

Antiochus |V Epiphanes

According to the Talmud there was amiracle that happened
at the time they celebrated the cleansing. They found only one
container of oil for the lamps, which was sufficient for only one
day. And yet, each day they discovered that the container had
sufficient oil for another day, and this multiplication of the oil
continued for eight days. The following year these days were
appointed a Festival with the recital of Hallel (Psalms 113-118)
and the proclamation of thanksgiving.

From then on the Jews called this festival the “Festival of
Lights.” To thisday Jews remember the miracle of the oil by the
lighting of a menorah during the celebration of Hanukkah.

Celebrating Hanukkah

Unlike the traditional menorah that has seven branches, the
Hanukkah menorah has nine candlesticks. Theoneinthe middle
that is elevated above the othersis called the “ shammus,” which
means “servant.” On thefirst night the servant candleis used to
light thefirst candle on the far right. Beforethefirst candleislit,
three blessings are recited:

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the
universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments, and commanded us to kindle
the Chanukah light.

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the
universe, who performed miracles for our

I /)}

Hanukkah Candelabra

forefathers in those days, at thistime.

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the
universe, who hasgranted uslife, sustained us,
and enabled us to reach this occasion.

Before each subsequent candle lighting, only the first two
blessings are recited. On the second night the servant candleis
used to light the first candle again and then the second one next
toit. Thisprocedureisrepeated each night until all eight candles
arelit.

Christian Significance

The miracle according to tradition is interesting, but there
are other elements Christians need to appreciate that are even
more applicable today. The first application we should note is
that “eight” in the Hebraic numeric system points to a “new
beginning.” This is very poignant to the Christian, because it
reminds us that, after we are cleansed by the blood of Christ at
salvation, we have a new beginning as the temple of the Holy
Spirit and anew life in fellowship with our Lord Jesus Christ.

Secondly, itisfascinating that the middle elevated candleis
caled the “servant” that brings light to the other candles. It
reminds us of the messianic prophecy of Isaiah 53, where the
Messiah is called the Servant. Jesus, our Messiah, is our sole
source of light.

Another very interesting fact about Hanukkah is that it is
observed on the calendar during the time of year when the nights
are the longest and the darkest. In my book, Unlocking the
Secrets of the Feasts, in the chapter about the Feast of Taberna-
cles, | explainin detail the evidences that Jesus was born during
thetime of the Feast of Tabernacles (September ) and conceived
in the time frame of Hanukkah (December). The evidences are
derived from the Gospel of Luke and the Hebraic calendar.

Radiating Light

The Feast of Tabernacles, which looks forward to the
Messiah dwelling or “tabernacling” with mankind in the future
Kingdom, is called the “ Show of Lights,” whereas Hanukkah is
calledthe“Festival of Lights.” When Jesus declared that Hewas
the“Light of theWorld,” He had thosetwo festival s surrounding
the event of His birth as bookends.

Finally, whenwe seethe progressivelighting of themenorah
getting brighter each evening, Christians can remember that we
shine more and more of Christ’slight each day as we grow and
walk in Hislight. ==
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The Best
Christmas

Pageant Ear

y husband and | had been happily married for fiveyearsbut

hadn’t been blessed with a baby. | decided to do some
serious praying and promised God that if He would give us a
child, I would be a perfect mother, love it with al my heart and
raise it with His Word as my guide.

God answered my prayers and blessed us with a son.The
next year God blessed us with another son.The following year,
He blessed us with yet another son. The year after that we were
blessed with adaughter. My husband thought we’ d been blessed
right into poverty. We now had four children, and the oldest was
only four years old.

| learned never to ask God for anything unless| meant it. As
a minister once told me, “If you pray for rain, make sure you
carry an umbrella.”

| began reading a few verses of the Bible to the children
each day asthey lay in their cribs. | was off to agood start. God
had entrusted me with four children and I didn’t want to disap-
point Him.

| tried to be patient the day the
children smashed two dozen eggs
on the kitchen floor searching for
baby chicks. | tried to be under-
standing when they started a hotel
for homelessfrogsin the spare bed-
room, although it took me nearly
two hours to catch all twenty-three
frogs. When my daughter poured
ketchup al over herself and rolled
up in ablanket to see how it felt to
be a hot dog, | tried to see the hu-
mor rather than the mess.

In spite of changing more than
25,000 diapers, never eating a hot
meal and never sleeping for more than 30 minutes at a time, |
gtill thank God daily for my children.

Whilel couldn’'t keep my promiseto be aperfect mother —
| didn’'t even comeclose— | did keep my promiseto raisethem
in the Word of God. | knew | was missing the mark just alittle
when | told my daughter we were going to church to worship
God, and she wanted to bring a bar of soap along to “wash up”

£ i L
(http://standrews.us)

Jesus, too. Something was lost in the translation when | ex-
plained that God gave us everlasting life, and my son thought it
was generous of God to give us his“last wife.”

My proudest moment came during the children’s Christmas
pageant.

My daughter was playing Mary, two of my sons were
shepherds and my youngest son was awise man. Thiswastheir
moment to shine. My five-year-old shepherd had practiced his
line, “Wefound the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes.” But he
was nervous and said, “The baby was wrapped in wrinkled
clothes.”

My four-year-old “Mary” said, “That's not ‘wrinkled
clothes,’ silly. That's dirty, rotten clothes.” A wrestling match
broke out between Mary and the shepherd and was stopped by an
angel, who bent her halo and lost her left wing. | Slouched alittle
lower in my seat when Mary dropped the doll representing Baby
Jesus, and it bounced down the aisle crying, “Mama-mama.”

Mary grabbed the doll,
wrapped it back up and held it
tightly asthewise men arrived. My
other son stepped forward wearing
abathrobe and a paper crown, knelt
at the manger and announced, “We
are the three wise men, and we are
bringing gifts of gold, common
sense and fur.”

The congregation dissolved
into laughter, and the pageant got a
| standing ovation. “I’ve never en-

| joyed aChristmasprogramasmuch
as this one,” laughed the pastor,
wiping tears from his eyes.

“For the rest of my life, I'll never hear the Christmas story
without thinking of gold, common sense and fur.” “My children
are my pride and my joy and my greatest blessing,” | said as |
dug through my purse for an aspirin. ==

(Thisarticle appears in many places on the Internet without any
author being designated, but our research indicatesiswaswritten
by LindaC. Stafford and appeared in the book, Chicken Soup for
the Soul: Christmas Treasury.)
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Celevision Update

Expanding Our Outreach

eareexcited to announcethat we began broadcastingonan
additional national Christiantelevision network during the

week of October 9.
1 The new network is Upliftv. It
‘ isanew and unique television net-

® work that features more Christian
and inspirational films than any
other channel. Upliftv’s programs
are a balanced combination of Bible teaching programs during
the day and family moviesin the evening.

Our program, “ Christin Prophecy,” isbeing broadcast twice
aweek on thisnetwork — Monday and Friday at 9:30am Central
time, following the James Robi son show. Upliftv isbeing carried
on DirecTV on channel 379. It will start broadcasting on the
Dish satellite system on December 16 on a channel yet to be
announced. Please pray for us to achieve an effective outreach
through this new outlet for our television program.

Video Production

We have issued a very impor-
tant new video program called, “In I N
Defenseof the Pre-Trib Rapture.” It

was produced in response to avery D E F E N s E

mean-spirited video that was pro-

duced by a ministry in California OF THE

that viciously attacked anyone they

felt was responsible for the devel- PRE TRIB

opment of the concept of a Pre- ] _

Tribulation Rapture. R APTU RE
&= '
—

In this video, Dr. Reagan re-
spondsin akind manner to al their
attacks. Inthe processheinterviews
six Bible prophecy experts, includ-
ing Tommy Ice, Andy Woods, Mark Hitchcock, WayneWatson,
Charles Ryrie and Tim LaHaye.

This video shows clearly that the idea that the Pre-Trib
Rapture was conjured up by someweird peoplein the early 19th
Century isatotal myth.

The video runs one and a half hours in length. It sells for
$20, including the cost of shipping. Y ou can order it through our
website at lamblion.com, or you can call our office at 972-736-
3567, Monday through Friday between 8am and 5pm Central
time.

Dr. Reagan is currently working on the completion of
another new video that will feature theillustrated songs of Larry
M cCoy who has put the entire book of Revelationto music. This
video will be featured in the next issue of this magazine. <=

Television Broadcast Schedules

National Networks:

Daystar — Wed. 6:00pm CT, DirecTV 369, Dish 263, Cable,
AT&T U-verse563, Broadcast Stations, World Satellites, & Web
Streaming (daystar.com).

TBN (The Trinity Broadcasting Network) — Tue. 3:30 CT,
DirecTV 372, Dish 260, Cable, AT& T U-verse 560, Broadcast
Stations, World Satellites & Web Streaming (www.tbn.org).

TCT — Sun. 7:30pm CT, DirecTV 377, ten broadcast stations
in the Midwest, & Web Streaming (tct.tv).

NRB (National Religious Broadcasters) — Sun. 4:00pm CT,
DirecTV 378 & Web Streaming (http://nrbnetwork.tv).

Upliftv — Mon. & Fri. 9:30am CT, DirecTV 379 (www.upliftv.
com). The Dish satellite system will start carrying this network
in December on a channel yet to be determined. NEW!

Regional Networks:

VTN (TheVictory Television Networ k) — Covering the state
of Arkansas. Tues. at 10:30am CT and Sat. at 2:00pm (vtntv.
com).

Family Vision Network — Sun. 12:30am CT, Mon. 8:30am,
and Wed. 7:00pm, Three Broadcast Stations and Cable through-
out Southern Louisiana (familyvisiontv.com).

K SCE — Sun. 10:30am M T, Broadcast Station in El Paso, TX.
DirecTV & DISH Local 38, Cable, AT& T U-verse 38, & Web
Streaming (kscetv.com).

CFNT — Broadcast station in Wichita Falls, TX. Fri. 3:00pm
CT (cfnt.org).

I nter net Networks:

Our programs are available on demand on these websites.
HisChannel — HisChannel.com

LightSour ce — LightSource.com

Y ouTube — Y ouTube.com/user/ChristinProphecy
Vimeo — Vimeo.com

GodTube — GodTube.com via LightSource.com

DailyMotion — (European equivalent of YouTube.) Daily
Motion.com/us

Lamb & Lion Ministries— LambLion.com

We Need YOU As A Prophecy Partner!

ur Prophecy Partnersserveasthefinancial foundation of this
ministry. They are also our prayer warriors. Their faithful
and generous donations and their fervent prayers are what make
it possiblefor usto proclaim the soon return of Jesusworldwide.

We would like to invite you to become one of our Partners.
All you haveto doismake acommitment to pray for usregularly
and provide us with a donation of $25 or more per month. In
return, Dr. Reagan will send you a letter each month about the
ministry’ sactivities, together with agift such asavideo program
or a publication related to Bible prophecy. Prophecy Partners
also receive a complimentary subscription to this magazine.

Pleasehel p us continueto expand our outreach viatelevision
and the Internet. Y ou can sign up as a Prophecy Partner through
our website at lamblion.com or by calling our office at 972-736-
3567. Thanks! ==
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Put Yourself In ThisPicturel

ur next pilgrimageto Israel is set for April 29 through May
10, 2017. It will be hosted by our Assistant Evangelist, Tim
Moore.

e Tim is a Colond in the
=ad U.S. Air Force Reserve. Heis
also acommercial pilot and an
elected member of the Ken-
tucky State Legislature. He is
an expert in Bible prophecy,
8 and he is an experienced host
| of Israel pilgrimages.

The group will fly to Tel
Aviv via Lufthansa Airlines.
They will spend two nightsin
Tel Aviv, two nightsin Tiberi-
as on the Sea of Gdlilee and
five nights in Jerusalem.

Tim Moore -
at the Jordan River

Every aspect of the pilgrimage has been planned by Dr.
Reagan to ensure the greatest possible spiritual impact. Thesites
to be visited will be related to the life of Jesus or to end time
Bibleprophecy. Itisan experience that will bring the Bible alive
to you and deepen your faith.

The Spring of the year is a wonderful time to visit Israel

& :. . o
Looking from the Mount of Olivestoward the Temple Mount in the Old City of Jerusalem.

since the nation is amajor supplier of flowersto Europe, and in
the Springtime, the fields are ablaze with colorful flowers.

If you areinterested in joining the group, please let usknow
by either calling our office at 972-736-3567 or by emailing us at
lamblion@lamblion.com. We will then send you a detailed bro-
chure.

This 12 day trip to the Holy Land costs $4,200 per person.
That price includes airfare, bus transportation within Isragl,
hotels, all entrance fees, and three meals a day. The only extra
cost is afeefor tips. Tim will be assisted by a great Messianic
Jewish guide named Erez Bar-David.

Highlights of the pilgrimage will include a visit to Inde-
pendence Hall in Tel Aviv, acruise across the Sea of Galileeto
the headquarters of Jesus’ ministry at Capernaum, baptismin the
Jordan River (for those interested), awalk through the Old City
of Jerusalem, atour of the Dead Sea area, and aworship service
at the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem.

One of our pilgrims once commented, “ This pilgrimage has
converted my Bible from black and white to technicolor!” You
will definitely come back home with a greater understanding of
theBibleand thelife of Jesus. Hopeyou canjoin usfor thisgreat
spiritual experience. %
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KEEPING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS

Share the Good News of Jesus with these select Bible Resources, on sale now!

Enjoy free shipping and a complimentary gift with each order.
Hurry! Offer Ends December 9, 2016.

Get the only children’s book

that teaches about the Rapture.

Available in both English and Spanish.
Beautifully illustrated and also includes

a page for coloring and suggestions with
Scripture references for how to share the
message of Salvation and Jesus's return with
children! $10

m{d@ Land CaLemiﬂi = _ . d LU |IMPORTANCE
5. Lamib & Lion Ministries © S |:E S.FELE PROPHECY

B 5408 RENGAN o ) [TM LAHAYE

Receive 10
Our 2017 Holy Land calendar ~ Modern Day The Importance Understanding copies of this
features beautiful photos from  Signs of the Times of Bible Prophecy Bible Prophecy booklet for $30
various sites in Israel. $'IO DVD. $'I (o] DVD. $'IO For Yourself and save $20!
Book. $10 Great Stocking

Stuffer Idea!

LAVIPLIGHTER

The gift that gives all year long
Lamplighter Magazine Subscription
$25 - 6 issues - Bi-monthly

MATHAN JONE

The 7 Churches of Revelation OR 12 Faith Journeys of the Minor Prophets Visit our online store at
Fundamentals of Bible Prophecy ~ Wrath & Glory, 2nd Revised Edition LambLion.com

Each DVD album features download- Save $10 when you order this or contact us at

able teacher and student study guides.  bundled book set! $30 (972) 736-3567, M-F, 8a-5p CST

Save $5 on each set ordered! $20 to place your order today!
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Ministry News
Schedule of Activities—

November:

Nathan Jones speaks at the Strategic Angel Care Ministry
Banquet in Plano, TX (10).

Tim Moore hosts the Lamb & Lion Annual Pilgrimage to
the Holy Land (12-23).

Dave Reagan attends the Messianic L eadership Roundtable
sponsored by Jewish Voice Ministries in Phoenix, AZ
(14-16).

Dave Reagan speaks at the Messianic Jewish Alliance Re-
gional Conventionin Dallas, TX (20).

December :

Lamb & Lion Board of Trustees Retreat in McKinney, TX
(2-3).

Dave Reagan and Nathan Jones attend the Annual Pre-Trib
Study Group Conferencein Dallas (5-7).

January:

Dave Reagan attendsthe Acts 29 Board Meeting in Panama
City Beach, FL (14).
February:

Dave Reagan speaks at the Steeling the Mind Conference at
the Danforth Hotel in Spokane, WA (15).

Visitorsfrom lsrael —

——

We were recently blessed by
visits with two couples whose
ministries are based in Isragl.
The Kormans have a TV show
of expository teaching called
Love lsragl. It is carried on the
Daystar Network here in the
States. The Calics are develop-
ing a Messianic television net-
work in Israel called Bless Is-
ragl.

‘J\

Daniel & D’vorah Calic

1 ate the baby Jesus off
of gur Christmas

Nativity Scene..
Not looking forward to
‘the "Second Coming”,
literally or figuratively.

Surprise Meeting —

Dr. Reagan recently spoke at a Bible prophecy conference in
Chino Hills, Cdiforniathat was sponsored by Dr. David Hock-
ing’ sministry, Hopefor Today. Dave was surprised to encounter
Johanna Michaelsen, the author of the best-selling book, The
Beautiful Sde of Evil, which tells the fascinating story of her
deliverance from the dark world of the occult. Dave had never
met her personally before.

Inbox Videos —

Our Web Minister, Nathan Jones, and his assistant, Steven
Stufflebean, are continuing to produce new Inbox videos. These
are short and snappy videos that teach some fundamental truths
about Bible prophecy. They are designed to answer common
questions many people ask the Ministry about the end times.
Check them out on our website at lamblion.com. Just type the
word, Inbox, into the site’ s search box. ==
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2016
Bible Conference Video Album

hisvideo album containsall the presentationsthat

were made at our 2016 annual Bible conference
whosethemewas* The Great Debates of Bible Proph-
ecy.” The album containsthree DVD discs, with two
presentations on each disk. Each presentation runs
approximately 50 minutes in length.

The presentations contained in the album are:
® “Why We Should Support Israel” by Dr. David

Hocking.

® “Date-Setting: What Can We Know?’ by Tim
Moore.

® “TheRapture: Pre, Mid, Lateor Post-Trib?’ by
Ron Rhodes.

® “Heaven: Ethereal or Literal?’ by Dennis Pol-
lock.

® “The Millennium: Literal or Symbolic?’ by
Nathan Jones.

® “Hell: Eternal Punishment or Punishing?’ by
Dave Reagan.

The total running time of the three disks is ap-
proximately 270 minutes. The cost is $25, which
includes the cost of shipping.

These presentations are appropriate for both indi-
vidual and group study.

Special Bonus!

With each order, we will include a free copy of
Dr. Reagan’ smost recent publication, abooklet titled
“Are You Ready for the Lord' s Return?’ Thisis an
evangelistic publication that has proved to be very
popular. One person was so impressed with it that he
ordered 1,500 copies; another ordered 3,000!

HEAVEN

bk ¢ DATE-SETTING

@2016 Bible Conference

Engun
SDH

To order acopy of the album, call 972-736-3567
between 8am and 5pm Central time, Monday through
Friday, Central time or place your order through our
website at www.lamblion.com.

20ileH o _ Our 2017 Holy
: LambLion Ministries Land calendar is
Sl also ready for distri-
bution. It sells for
$10, including the
, cost of shipping. It
features photos of
Jerusalem. ==
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