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Observations by the Editor

Defending the Faith

e are living in a time when the
Christian faith is being attacked as
never beforein the history of this nation.
It seems like there is anew assault every
month in the form of blasphemous por-
trayals of Jesus or mockeriesof theBible.

Even worse than the pagan attacks are
the ones coming from within Christianity
as apostasy in the Church continues to
grow exponentialy.

Who would even have dreamed 20
years ago that churches today would be
ordaining homosexuals and performing
same-sex marriages? Or that Christian
leaders would be challenging the funda-
mentals of the faith such as the virgin
birth, the miracles of Jesus, His resurrec-
tion, and His promise to return?

| can understand the pagan attacks. |
can even understand their increasing fre-
guency and intensity. After all, Satan
knows Bible prophecy (Revelation 12:
12), and he realizes that Jesus is about to
return any moment.

What is really sickening to me are the
attacks from within Christianity. I’ m not
surprised by them because the Bible
prophesies over and over that a great
apostasy will occur in the Church in the
end times (2 Thessalonians 2:3). But still,
| find them disheartening.

Eric Barger, one of Christendom’'s
leading defenders of the faith, told me
recently about a worship service in the
Sesttle areathat featured Brian McLaren,
the leader of the apostate Emergent
Church Movement. McLaren challenged
the Church’ s traditional interpretation of
John 3:16 as applying to personal salva
tion. Instead, he applied it to the earth,
arguing that when it says, “God so loved
the world,” that it was talking about the
cosmos and the environment! His altar
call consisted of inviting people to come
forward and stick their handsin barrels of
dirt and make a commitment to save the
planet.

Y et thisman, who deniesthe existence
of absolute truth, claims to be an Evan-
gelical and has been invited to speak at
places like Dallas Theological Seminary
and Abilene Christian University. It ap-
pears that discernment is dead.

Dr. David R. Reagan

This is the reason | decided to focus
our annual Bibleconferencethisyear not
on prophecy but on apologetics — the
defense of the faith.

Public opinion polls conducted by the
Barna Group revea that professing
Christiansin Americatoday do not know
thefundamental doctrinesof Christianity
nor do they know how to defend them.
Even worse, those who think they know
what they believe confess that they be-
lieve things directly contrary to Scrip-
ture.

Much of this ignorance is due to the
fact that the Word of God is not being
proclaimed fromthe pul pitsof American
churches. It has been replaced by psy-
chological ditties about the principles of
self-improvement.

Our conference this year is going to
focus on the fundamentals of the faith
and how to defend them. | urge you to
attend and to invite members of your
church to come with you. The confer-
enceis described in detail on page 18. It
is free of charge, but you do need to
register.

Following the conclusion of the con-
ference on Saturday afternoon, we are
going to host a banquet to celebrate the
30" anniversary of this ministry. The
featured speaker will be Ed Hindson,
and he will speak on atopic related to
Bible prophecy. The banquet will cost
$35 per person.

Please plan to be with us for these
events. Work them into your summer
vacation time. | hopeto seeyou in June!
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Are There Many Roads To God?
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Dr. David R. Reagan

14 What will happen to those who have never heard the
Gospel?” Thisis one of the most frequent questions |
receive. People believe that God isjust, and they cannot recon-
cile that belief with the idea that He might consign a person to
Hell who never was given an opportunity to hear the Gospel.

Therefore, increasingly, many Christians are concluding that
there must be many roads to God and that sincere Jews and
Muslims and Buddhists and others will make it to Heaven.

Crucial Questions

What does the Bible have to say about thisimportant issue?
Are those who live and die without hearing the Gospel con-
demned to an eternity in Hell? And what about those who have
put their faith in the god of some religion other than Christianity
and who strive to live righteouslives? Are they also condemned
to Hell? Isit possible that God has revealed Himself in different
waysto different peoples, and therefore there are many different
roads to God? Could the sign be true that | saw in a Sunday
School class at a church that read: “Our God is too big to be
confined to onereligion”?

What Jesus Had to Say

Let’'s begin our search for an answer to these questions by
taking alook at what Jesus had to say —

Speaking to the Apostle Thomas, Jesus said, “1 am the way, and
thetruth, and thelife; no one comesto the Father, but through
Me.” — John 14:6

After appointing His twelve Apostles, Jesus said to them:
“Everyonetherefore who shall confessMebefore men, | will
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also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. But
whoever shall deny Me before men, | will also deny him
before My Father who isin heaven.” — Matthew 10:32-33

Speaking to 70 disciples being sent forth to proclaim the king-
dom of God, Jesus said: “ The one who listens to you listens
to Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me; and he who
rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me.” — Luke 10:16

Early in His ministry, while in Jerusalem, Jesus delivered a
sermon on Hisrelationship with God the Father, andinit He
said: “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who hears My word, and
believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not
comeinto judgment, but has passed out of deathintolife.” —
John 5:24

At Hislast supper with the Apostles, Jesus prayed: “And thisis
eternadl life, that they may know Y ou, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom Y ou have sent.” — John 17:3

Andthen, of course, thereisJesus’ most famous statement about
the issue of salvation — the words He spoke to Nicodemus,
aJewish spiritual leader who was amember of the Sanhedrin
Council: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have eterna life.” — John 3:16

What conclusion can wedraw fromthese statements? | would
propose the following:

1) Jesusisthe one and only way to God.

2) Thosewho put their faithin Jesusas Lord and Savior will
be saved.

3) Thosewho reject Jesuswill be condemned, for those who
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reject Jesus are guilty of rejecting
God.

4) The essence of salvation isapersonal
relationship with Jesus.

What the ApostlesHad to Say

These conclusions are affirmed in the
writings of the Apostles, asyou can seefrom
the following statements —

In the first Gospel sermon ever preached,
Peter made a bold assertion: “Therefore,
let all the house of Israel know for certain
that God has made Him [Jesus] both Lord
and Christ [Messiah] — this Jesus whom
you crucified.” Peter then commanded his
audienceto “repent and |l et each of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins’ (Acts 2:36
& 38).

Not long after this, Peter was arrested and
hauled before the Sanhedrin Council —
the very group of Jewish leaderswho had
condemned Jesus to death. In his state-
ment to them, he said: “Let it be known
to al of you, and to al the people of
Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ the
Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom
God raised from the dead . . . there is
salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven that has been
given among men by which we must be
saved” (Acts4:10 & 12).

The Apostle Paul affirmed Peter’s pointin a
letter he wrote to Timothy: “God our
Savior desires all men to be saved and to come to the know-
ledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one mediator
also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus who gave
Himself asaransom for al . ..” (1 Timothy 2:3-6).

In like manner, the Apostle John confirmed that Jesusisthe only
hope of salvation when hewrote: “Whoistheliar but the one
who denies that Jesus is the Christ [Messiah]? This is the
antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. Who-
ever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who
confessesthe Son hasthe Father also” (1 John 2:22-23). John
repeated this principlewhen headded: “. . . God has given us
eternd life, and thislifeisin His Son. He who has the Son
has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not
have thelife” (1 John 5:11-12).

Again, the conclusions that can be drawn from these state-
ments are self-evident:

1) Jesuswasthe Messiah — the Savior — promised by God.
2) Thereissalvation in no other person except Jesus.
3) Thosewho regject Jesus are guilty of rejecting the Father.

Confirmation of these conclusions can be found in a sermon
delivered by John the Baptist in which he proclaimed: “He who
believesin the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the

Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God
abideson him” (John 3:36). John’ s statement
makesit clear that God must deal with sinfor
He is a just God (Psalm 37:28 and Isaiah
61:8). He deals with sin in one of two ways,
either grace or wrath. Whether or not a per-
son is under grace or wrath depends upon
whether he or she has put their faith in Jesus
as their Lord and Savior. Those who have
done so, have the promise of eterna life.
Those who refuse to do so will experience
God' swrath.

God’s Desire Pertaining to Salvation

But didn’'t Paul say in 1 Timothy 2:3 that
God “desires al men to be saved”’? Yes, he
did say that, and Peter repeated it in 2 Peter
3:9 where he asserted that “God does not
wish that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.”

Thereis no doubt that it is God' s perfect
will that all should be saved. But in His
permissive will, God allows people to reject
His Son and thusbelost. In other words, God
does not force anyone to be saved. And
because of the depraved nature of Mankind,
the vast majority of those who have ever
lived will be lost and consigned to Hell as
their eternal destiny.

Jesus Himself emphasized this truth in
His sermon delivered on the Hill of the
Beatitudes in Galilee. Jesus stated point
blank: “. .. The gateiswide, and the way is
broad that leads to destruction, and many are
those who enter by it. For the gate is small,
and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who
findit. .. Not everyonewho saystoMe, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter
the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father
whoisin heaven” (Matthew 7:13-14 & 21).

The Natureof Man

Again, the Bible emphasizes that the fundamental nature of
Man is evil because we are born with asin nature that putsusin
rebellion against the holiness of God. As the prophet Jeremiah
put it: “There is nothing more deceitful than the human heart”
(Jeremiah 17:9). Likewise, King David wrote: “ Thereis no one
who doesgood . . . they have all turned aside. . . thereisno one
who does good, not even one” (Psalm 14:1-3). The Apostle Paul
affirmed this truth in his letter to the Romans when he quoted
David's statement in detail (Romans 3:10-18).

The biblical message is adamant that because of our natural
depravity, we have no hope apart from faith in a Savior, and
Jesusisthat Savior. Isaiah summed it up thisway in a prophecy
about the promised Messiah: “All of us like sheep have gone
astray. Each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has
caused theiniquity of usall tofall on Him[the Messiah]” (Isaiah
53:6).

The message of the Scripturesisclear. Thereisonly oneroad
to God and that isthrough Jesus of Nazareth. Thereisno hopein
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the modern day fase religions of Rabbinical Judaism, Islam,
Buddhism, Hinduism, or any of the multitude of natural religions
like Animism. Here's how the great Southern Gospel quartet,
The Imperials, expressed this concept in their unique song, “Old
Buddha,” composed by Mark Farrow —

(www.viewzone.convbuddahyear.html)

Wéll, old Buddha was a man

And I'm sure that he did well,
But | pray for hisdisciples

Lest they end up in hell,

And I'm sure that old Mohammed
Was sure he knew the way,

But it won't be Hari Krishna

We stand before on judgment day.

Chorus:

No, it won't be old Buddha
That’ s sitting on the throne,
And it won't be old Mohammed
That's calling me home,

And it won't be Hari Krishna
That plays that trumpet tune,
And we're going to see the Son,
Not Reverend Moon!

Well, | don't hate anybody,

So please don't take me wrong,
But therereally is a message

In this simple song,

See, there's only one way — Jesus,
If eternal life'syour goal,

And meditation of the mind,

It won't save your soul.

An Important Question

Thisbringsustoacrucia question: Arethere any exceptions
to the rule that you must place your faith in Jesusin order to be
saved?

The answer is yes. Most Christian theologians would agree
that there are three groups of people who have been saved
without placing their faith in Jesus.

Thefirst group is composed of those children who have died
before the age of accountability. The Bible does not specifically
state this truth. It is arrived at through deduction from biblical
statements.

First, there is the example of King David's child that was
born of Bathsheba. When the child died seven days after it was
born, David proclaimed by inspiration of the Holy Spirit that
although the child could not come back to him, oneday hewould
go to be with the child (2 Samuel 12:23).

Theideathat those who die before the age of accountability
will be saved isreinforced in the New Testament in the words of
Jesusin Matthew 19:13-14 —

Then some children were brought to Him so that
He might lay His hands on them and pray; and the
disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, “Let the
children aone, and do not hinder them from
coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs
to such as these.

This principle of not holding children accountable for their
sinsbefore they know the difference between right and wrongis
aso reflected in a story in the book of Deuteronomy. When the
Israelites balked at entering the Promised Land because they
were afraid they would be defeated by the Canaanites, God
punished them for not trusting Him by making them wander in
the wilderness until the rebellious generation had died off (see
Numbers 13 & 14).

The Lord proclaimed that only two people of the current
generation would be allowed to enter the land — namely, Caleb
and Joshua, the two spies out of twelve who brought back a
positive report stating they believed the Lord would defeat their
enemies (Deuteronomy 1:34-38). But then, another exception
was made: “Moreover, your little ones. . . who this day have no
knowledge of good or evil, shall enter there[the Promised Land],
and | will giveit to them, and they shall possessit” (Deuteron-
omy 1:39).

.‘.". Ll
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Another argument in behalf of the salvation of children who
die before the age of accountability is the justice of God. The
Bible asserts over and over that our Creator is a God of justice
(Zephaniah 3:5). He has an overwhelming passion for justice
(Micah 6:8). And He promisesrepeatedly that justicewill be one
of the characteristics of His Son’s millennial reign (Isaiah 42:1-
4). How could a God of perfect justice condemn to Hell children
who never knew the difference in right and wrong?

Those who die before the age of accountability will not be
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eligible to receive specia rewards for
faithfully servingtheLord, butit appears
that they will be granted eternal life.
However, this can happen only by hav-
ing the blood of Jesus applied to them
(Hebrews 9:22).

This same exception would apply to g
the mentally handicapped who reach
adulthood. Since they are incapable of
determining right from wrong and are
also incapable of repenting and putting
their faith in Jesus, it is only reasonable
to conclude that a just God would not
hold them accountable and would apply the blood of Jesus to
their sins.

I have a step-grandson named Jason who fallsinto this cate-
gory. At about the age of three agenetic defect was activated that
caused hisimmune system to attack his brain. The effect was a
frontal lobotomy that rendered him vegetative. | have since
dedicated two booksto him. He is a constant reminder to me of
the fact that we live in afallen world. | have no doubt that one
day, either at death or at the Rapture, his mind will be set right,
and | will be able to enjoy his fellowship eternally.

Ancther Exception
The third group that has been
saved apart from faith in Jesus are

those people who lived and died

ONLY|ONLY[ONLY | before the birth and revelation of

—(i —Stockphoto.com)_ Jes_Js as G.Od S SO”' but who p| aced

their faith in their Creator. Hebrews

11 tells us that people like Abel, Enoch, Noah, and Abraham

were justified by their faith in God. They had no Scriptures nor

any knowledge of Jesus, yet becausethey related to their Creator

in faith, they were saved. Specifically, Genesis 15:6 says that

because Abraham believed the Lord, “it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.”

Still, each of these people, and many others like them, were
dependent upon the sacrifice of Jesus for their salvation to be
sealed. Their faith covered their sins, but the forgiveness of their
sins depended upon the sacrifice of aperfect person who did not
deserve to die. Only the blood of such a person could produce
forgiveness of their sins.

That's why Old Testament saints did not go directly to Hea-
ven when they died. They went, instead, to a place called Sheol
(Hades in the New Testament), and their souls resided in a
compartment called “Abraham’s bosom” or “Paradise.” They
could not be ushered into the presence of aHoly God until their
sins were forgiven.

After Jesus death onthe Cross, Hedescended into Hadesand
made a proclamation (1 Peter 3:19). We are not told specifically
what He said, but most likely it was, “ The blood has been shed!”
I’m sure those words must have produced a chorus of “Hallelu-
jahs!” We are also told that when Jesus ascended into Heaven,
Hetook a*“host of captives” with Him (Ephesians 4:8). In other
words, He emptied Hades of thosewho were saved. Paradisewas
moved from Hades to Heaven, areality that Paul later affirmed
when he said that he was taken up to “the third heaven,” which
he identified as Paradise (2 Corinthians 12:1-4).

(i-Stockphoto.com)

Another Exception?

This brings us back to one of the
guestions we began with: What about
those today who live and die without
ever hearing the Gospel? Are they des-
tined to Hell?

| personally believe the same princi-
pleappliesto themthat applied to people
living in Old Testament times before the
First Advent of Jesus. Their fate will
depend upon whether or not they ever
responded to God in faith.

The Bible saysthat all people have an instinctive knowledge
that God exists (Romans 2:14-15). Further, the Bible says that
we can realize the existence of God by observing the complexity
and beauty of the creation (Psalm 19:1-6).

Because God is ajust God (Psalm 89:14), | believe He will
hold us responsible for what we knew. Those exposed to the
Gospel and reject it will be lost. Those who have only the testi-
mony of instinct and the creation who reject that testimony will
also belost. But those who hear the Gospel and put their faithin
Jesus will be saved. And those who respond to the testimony of
instinct and the creation by putting their faithintheir Creator will
also be saved. However, this latter group will be saved only by
having the blood of Jesus applied to them as was the case with
Old Testament saints.

, r
Kendall Sq.
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7 (Internet picture)
A Controversial Statement

| believe thisis what Billy Graham had in mind in May of
1997 when he made a very controversial statement during an
interview of him that was being conducted by Robert Schuller.
He said that he believed that God is “calling people out of the
world for His name” — including the Muslim world, the Bud-
dhist world, the Christian world and the non-believing world. He
added, “They may not even know the name of Jesus, but they
know in their hearts that they need something that they don’t
have, and they turn to the only light they have, and | think that
they are saved, and that they’ re going to be with usin Heaven.”

Schuller responded by asking, “What | hear you saying isthat
itispossiblefor Jesus Christ to comeinto human hearts and soul
and life, even if they’ve been born in darkness and have never
had exposure to the Bible. Isthat acorrect interpretation of what
you're saying?’

Graham’sreply was, “Yes, itis. . .|'vemet peopleinvarious
parts of the world in tribal situations, that they have never seen
a Bible or heard about a Bible, and never heard of Jesus, but
they’vebelieved intheir heartsthat therewasaGod, and they’ ve
tried to live a life that was quite apart from the surrounding
community in which they lived.”
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These comments by Graham produced a flood of condem-
nation of him. People accused him of believing in many different
roadsto God. It iscertainly easy to see how hiscomments could
have been misconstrued, but | believe that is exactly what hap-
pened.

Billy Graham has never taught that there are many roads to
God. On hiswebsite (www.billygraham.org) there are two very
specific articles about salvation in which Graham affirms his
often stated belief that Jesus is the only way to God.? In his
controversial statement, which was much too briefly phrased, |
think he was only saying that people are going to be judged on
the basis of what they knew about God and how they responded
to that knowledge, just as wasthe casein Old Testament times.

Some might respond by saying, “If those who live and die
without ever hearing of Jesus might still be saved by their faith
in God, whereas those who hear the Gospel and reject it will be
lost, then perhaps we should stop proclaiming the Gospel!”

But this statement is based on the faulty assumption that the
Gospel isjust afireinsurance policy. Thetruthisthat itis much
more than that, for the person who receives Jesus as Lord and
Savior is blessed with the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit,
receiving supernatural power to live triumphantly in aworld of
heartache and suffering. The personisalso enabled to know God
personaly in this life — an absolutely invaluable blessing.

Further, | believe that any person who would respond to God
in faith based on instinct and the witness of the creation is one
who would accept the Gospel if exposed to it.

W/

_ This brings us to another
’ group of people— those profes-
_ , sing Christians who have never

been born again. What | havein

@ mind are what | prefer to call
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All Professing Christians?

“Cultural Christians.” These are
-3 people who claim to be Chris-
=5, " tians because they profess to
: believe in Jesus, but they have
0 persona relationship with
%ﬁ Him. Many of these are people

“* who attend church regularly.
4. Someareelders, deacons, teach-
ers, and even pastors. Can they

(Guzer.cdm)

get to Heaven through church membership or by participating in
Christian rites like baptism or communion?

The answer of the Bibleisaclear “No!” Jesus Himself said
that no man can see the kingdom of God unless he be “born
again” (John 3:3). That means a person must put his faith in
Jesus as his personal Lord and Savior. It is not sufficient to
simply believe that Jesus lived. The Bible says that even “the
demons believe and shudder” (James 2:19). But they have
rejected Jesus as their Lord.

Going to church or participating in Christian rituals is not
another road to Heaven. Our churches are filled with unsaved
people who are trusting in their works to get them to Heaven.
But the Bible says, “For by grace you have been saved through
faith . . . not as a result of works, that no one should boast”
(Ephesians 2:8-9).

Inaninterview | conducted recently with Dr. Robert Jeffress,

' pastor of First Baptist Church in
Dallas, he pointed out that two
words sum up one of the fundamen-
tal differences between Christianity
and all other religionsin the world.
Those words are “do” and “done.”
Regarding accessto Heaven, all the
false religions of the world say,
“DQO!” Christianity, in stark con-
trast, proclaims “DONE!”* In other
words, Christianity declares that
Jesus did everything necessary for
our salvation through His death on
the cross. There is nothing we can
Pastor Robert Jeffress ~ add to that.

False expressions of Christianity require you to earn your
salvation by doingworksthat they require. True Christianity says
there is nothing you can do to earn your salvation becauseitisa
free gift of God through faith in Jesus as your Lord and Savior.
Inthissense, true Christianity isreally not areligion; rather, itis
arelationship. Jesus made this clear at the last supper with His
discipleswhen He prayed to God, saying, “. . . thisiseternal life,
that they may know Y ou, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom Y ou have sent” (John 17:3).

Inthisregard | feel compelled
to state, respectfully, that thisis
an area where Billy Graham
seems to have strayed from the
Gospel. | say this because he has
made it very clear in hiswritings
and his public statements that he
believes the Catholic Churchisa
true expression of Christianity.

Thisisunfortunatebecausehis
endorsement of Catholicism has
made many Catholics feel com-
fortable and safe in their faith.
And although | am sure there are
some Catholics who have truly placed their faith in Jesus, the
vast magjority have not because the Catholic Church has always
taught salvation by works — which makes the religion of
Catholicism afalse form of Christianity.®

EVANGELIST BILLY CRAHAM
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TheBottom Line

From a biblical, Christian perspective, there is no way to
escape the conclusion that Jesus is the only way to God, either
through direct faith in Him, or by having the blood of Jesus
applied to a person who has responded to God in faith through
the testimony of instinct and nature.

To argue that there are other roads to God, as some apostate
Christian leaders are doing today, isto deny that the sacrifice of
Jesuswas necessary for theforgivenessof sins. If thereredly are
other roads to God, then Jesus came to earth to die a horrible
death for no purpose. His sacrificewas all in vain. Either we are
saved by the blood of Jesus, or we are not.

A Glorious Promise Concerning the Future

Onething we know for sureisthat every person on earth who
isalive at the end of the Tribulation will hear the Gospel before
the Second Coming of Jesus. We know this because Jesus said
it would happen (Matthew 24:14). That prophecy is being par-
tially fulfilled today through the use of modern technology.
Computersare being utilized to produce rapid transl ations of the
Bible. Satellites are being used to transmit Gospel sermons
worldwide.

But the ultimate fulfillment of the prophecy will occur near
the end of the Great Tribulation when God will send forth an
angel who will circumnavigate the globe and proclaim the
Gospel to every person left aliveat that time (Revelation 14:6-7).
What glorious grace! %=

Notes:

1) Televisioninterview of Billy Graham by Robert Schuller, May 31,
1997, On Doctrine at www.ondoctrine.com/10grahab.htm.

2) See, for example, Billy Graham's article, “Why do Christians
believe Jesusistheonly way of salvation?’ (www.billygraham.org/
MyAnswer_Article.asp?ArticlelD=4822). See aso, “The Only
Way?" (www.hillygraham.org/News Article.asp?Articlel D=354).

3) Graham’s consistency in clearly preaching that Jesus is the only
way to Heaven is clearly demonstrated in a video clip that can be
found on Y ouTube. Theclip, which runs 7 minutes, shows excerpts
from 7 sermonsdelivered between 1957 and the present in which he
affirms over and over again that Jesusis the only way to God. The
video clip can be found at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VW
v1jiWC4b0. Asof March 5, 2010, the video wasmislabeled, “Billy
Graham denies Jesus . . .” It should be labeled, “Billy Graham
affirms Jesus as the only way to God.”

4) Two video interviews with Dr. Jeffress have been published as a
video album by Lamb & Lion Ministries. Thealbumistitled, “ Ab-
solute Truth” and can be ordered at www.lamblion.com or by cal-
ling 1-800-705-8316.

5) John Ashbrook, “Billy Graham’s Catholic Connection,” http://
cnview.com/on_line_resources/billy_graham_catholic_connection.
htm. This is just one of many examinations on the Internet of
Graham'’s endorsement of Catholicism. There are also video inter-
views of him endorsing the Catholic faith.

6) Graham takes this position because he says “Catholics believe in
Jesus.” But, again, do they simply believe he existed (as do Mus-
lims), or do they believe in the sense of trusting Him, and Him
alone, for their salvation?If their trust istruly in Jesus, thenwhy are
they instructed to pray to Mary? A great source for unbiblical
Catholic beliefsis http://pro-gospel .org/x2.

Quotes Concerning
Many Pathsto God

“Logicaly, since al religions contradict each other, there are
only two options open to us. Either they are all false, or thereis
only onetruereligion. If there is only one God — there will be
only one religion.” — Dr. Robert Morey, Evangelist for Faith
Defenders (http://faithdefenders.com).

“Jesusisaway, but
not the only way to

salvation.”
The Reverend Katharine Jefferts

Schori, Presiding Bishop of the
Episcopal Church.

B SR

“If religions other than Christianity are valid waysto God, then
one of Christianity’ s basic principlesisfase; in that case, can it
still be said that Christianity isavalid, trustworthy religion?” —
From an unsigned article on www.rational christianity.net.

“The uniqueness of Christianity is rooted in the uniqueness of
Jesus Himself. Other religious leaders say, ‘Follow me and I'll
show you the way to find the truth.” But Jesus says, ‘| am the
truth.” Other religiousleaders say, ‘ Follow meand 1’1l show you
the way to salvation.” But Jesus says, ‘| am the way to eternal
life” Other religious leaders say ‘ Follow me and I’ [| show how
you can become enlightened.” But Jesus said, ‘| am the light of
the world.” See the difference?” — Lee Strobel, specialist in
Christian apologetics (www.leestrobel .com).

i =

God is too big 1o f

into just one retigion|

An ubiincaJ bumper sticker spotted in the Dallas ar ea.

“Because ‘many paths' is cotton candy theology — it looks and
tastes great at first bite but dissolves pretty quickly to almost
nothing when you chew it around abit . . . Itisgreat theology for
the lazy. After all, if you have a pet sin that you enjoy, it iseasy
enough tolook around and find a‘ path’ that will accept your sin.
And if you can’t find an existing path that will take you, simply
create one.” — Brian L. Boley, Christian businessman (http://
oddparts.com/missions/manypaths.htm).

“Thereisasensein which all roads do lead to God because in
the end, all will stand before God to be judged.” — Pastor Jack
Hibbs of Chino Hills Calvary Chapel in Chino Hills, California.
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A Letter to a Catholic
from aformer Catholic

[Editor’s Note: The letter below was an email message written
by Tom Shepherd, aformer heavy equipment salesmanwholives
in the Los Angeles area. Tom grew up as a Cathalic. The letter
was written to a childhood friend of his.]

Dear Chuck,

S‘nce our Catholic High School dayswhereall wedidwaslive
or lunch time when we could start our cars and burn rubber
aswe headed for Burger King — meeting up again and discuss-
ing atopic likereligion is no surprise to me. There are no coin-
cidencesin a Christian’slife, just God-incidences.

There is so much about our Catholic heritage that | have
studied, because when | found one thing incorrect or simply
wrong by God's Word, | started turning over all the other stuff
that | deemed was sort of . . . well, not that essential.

No one ever pointed afinger at me or told me that my past
Catholicism was going to send me to Hell or anything like that.
Let me be clear that I’m not doing that to you either.

What started my own personal “inquisition”
(it sounds funny to type that one out) was a
discovery that just about every teaching | got
from the nuns, catechism lessons, and stuff like
that, could not be found anywhere in the Bible!

The New Testament is the Old Testament
fulfilled in the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. | used to think yearsago that the Old
Testament wasn't really applicabletoday, but that
isn't quite accurate at al. The New Testament is
constantly referencing the O.T. being fulfilled in
thelife of Christ. Even inanimate objects point to
Christ like the Ark of the Covenant, Noah's Ark,
and all the Hebrew festivals — they al validate
Jesus Christ as God in the flesh.

Anyway, researching Luther, it was crysta
clear that what Martin Luther proclaimed — that
we are saved by grace, not by works— isstraight
from the Scriptures. Y et, the Roman Catholic Church excom-
muni cated him from the church!

Well — the Bibleisclear, and if anyone reads it for himself
thewords are clear as can be— all the systemsof “Do’s” within
the RCC are not validated by the N.T. | quickly started to see
through everything | had been led to believein, “or else. . .!” |
can still hear Sister Luciatelling me stuff like that, scaring the
hell out of me. Asan adult, | got very angry over what | wastold
was “holy” and “right,” when | discovered that the concept of
works salvation isn’t from Jesus at all (Ephesians 2:8-9).

| still experience a sense of “righteous indignation” when |
remember the hymn we were taught as kids that went like this:
“Oh Mary conceived without sin, pray for us, pray for us. Oh
Mary conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse
through thee.”

Chuck — dissect that song. Mary was a sinner just like you

and me (Luke 1:46-47), and
sheisn’t the mother of God. He
who created time and eternity
doesn’t havean earthly mother.
In that prayer, we are asking
Mary to pray for usasan inter-
cessor in our behalf. The New |
Testament tells the believer
that our relationship with
Christ is closer than with a
brother. He is the only inter-
cessor we need. Through Him,
we can call the Father “Abba”
or Daddy. We don’t need any
other intercessor in our behalf.

T

Also, wedo not have “recourse”’ through Mary. That isMary
worship. Itis*co-redeemer” teaching that makes the Gospel out
to be alie. The Bible clearly tells the reader that we have re-
demption through Christ and Christ alone. Mary isn’'t mentioned
anywhere as a redeemer. She is pictured as listening to Jesus
teachings and calling Him Lord as well.

Well — | hope | have typed my thoughts out clearly enough
to be understood. The Holy Spirit that was promised to move
inside me (my heart, spiritualy speaking) con-
firmed the truth within me when | started study-
ing the Bible. | didn’t need anyoneto tell me any-
thing. He confirmed within me as| sought out the
truth and searched His Word.

Itisalot of reading, but if you were to study
the history of Christianity, you would discover
that what Rome did to early believers who dis-
agreed with their doctrineswill cause your mouth
to drop.

People have to get their eterna salvation
correct. Everyone has a spirit, and it is going to
reside somewherewhen our earthly body breathes
its last here on earth. The Scripturestell us there
isonly oneway to Heaven. Somereligiousteach-
erssay many roadswill get youto God. Inasense
that istrue, because all of us are going to end up
before God to be judged. But there is only one
way to Heaven.

Onefinal thing, Chuck . . . When | discoveredin God’ sWord
that Christ was coming back to the earth a second time, | went
into shock and didn’t know what to think. That too istaught clear
as a bell in Scripture, but as a Catholic boy | never heard that
whatsoever. That is more exciting than | can describe here —
after all, | am cramming 18 years of excitement and feelingsinto
one email here. Yikes!

Take the time and bookmark thisweblink and snoop around
— www.lamblion.com. If youwant to (or do) start ajourney like
| did, | can promise you the Lord will speak directly to you, and
that in itself is a real miracle. To think that our Creator can
commune directly with us — but we have to do it according to
His plan, not the plans of any institutions or the plans from any
man. | will help youwith what | found — it isliberating beyond
words my brother! 4=
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Why There Can Only Be One True Religion

Chuck May

(Editor’'s note: Chuck May is an
apologetics writer for Relational
Concepts, Inc., in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. It is aministry that spe-
cializes in defending the Christian
faith through publications and the
training of lay leaders. Their web-
site is located at www.relational
concepts.org. It contains many out-
standing essays concerning al as-
pects of the Christian faith. Chuck
received his Bachelor of Arts de-
gree from Taylor University. He
works in commercial real estate in
Grand Rapids, Michigan and serves
as an Equipper/Discipler for Relational Concepts School of
Discipleship. He is married and has two children.)

Chuck May

* What istruth and doesit exist?
¢ |struth exclusive?

 |struth relative or absolute?

* Where can truth be found?

hn chapter 18 describes a conversation between Christ and

ilate prior to Christ’ scrucifixion. At theend of thisencounter
Pilate asks Jesus the most important question any human being
can ask, only he did not wait for the answer. Pilate said to Him,
“*What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out . . .”
(John 18:38).

Many in our culture today either don’t believe truth exists or
they believe that all truth isrelative. Relative truth states, “that
may betruefor you but not for me.” What good doesit do to tell
someone about Jesus if he doesn’t realize that you are saying,
“Thisistrue for everyone, everywhere, at all times and it is not
compatible with any other system of beliefs.”

This essay seeks to determine whether Christians are philo-
sophically sound in their assertions that Christianity is true and
that truth by definition is absolute and exclusive.

What IsTruth?

“Truth is defined as conformity to fact or actuality, reality”
(TheAmericanHeritage Dictionary, 3rd edition). In other words,
truth is the way things actually are. If | assert that there is a
parrot on my shoulder, then either that bird isthere or itisn’t. If
the parrot is sitting next to my head when | make the statement,
then | have uttered truth. If, on the other hand, | have a bare
shoulder, then | have made a false statement. My statement
cannot be both true and false at the same time and in the same
sense.

Thisleadsusto atruth test. Onekind of logiciscalled either/
or logic, al'so known as the Law of Non-contradiction. Thislaw
basically states that “A cannot be non-A.” For example, if the
parrot is on my shoulder (A), then it cannot be not on my
shoulder at the same time (hon-A). From this we can infer that
all truth, by definition, is exclusive.

You can test this with any statement. For example, a math
teacher may ask the classthe solution for 3+5. If | say the answer
is 7 and Fred saysthe answer is 8, then either heisright, or | am
right, or, in this case, there could be a third aternative that we
are both wrong. But we cannot have different answers and both
be right. This is because the answer 8, which corresponds to
reality and isexclusive (i.e. thereisonly onetrue, right answer).
Noticethat inthisand in the previous exampletherewas, in fact,
a situation which corresponded to redlity (there was a true an-
swer).

Incidentally, when the popul ar philosophers of our time state
“thereisno such thing astruth,” our immediate response to them
should be, “Isthat statement true?’ Thisisbecausethe statement,
“thereisno such thing astruth” isitself either atrue statement or
a false one — there are no other options. If that statement is
false, then thereis such athing astruth. If, onthe other hand, the
statement is true, then the statement defeats itself becauseiit is,
in effect, saying “thereisno truth except the truth that thereisno
truth.” In other words, he is assuming his statement to betruein
order to prove there is no such thing as truth. Truth cannot be
denied unless some truth is affirmed.

' (i-Stockphoto.com)

Can a Religion that Excludes People Be True?

The question is often posed to Christianity: Why isit so ex-
clusive? That is, why does it claim to be the only true religion,
the only way to God. Thisisquitean unfair criticism because, in
fact, al religionsare exclusive. Infact, any statement that asserts
absolute truth is, by definition, exclusive (i.e., the opposite of
that statement is assumed to be false).

All religions, whether they admit it or not, make absolute,
exclusivetruth statements. For exampl e, Buddhismwasborn out
of Hinduism because Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha) rejected the
Hindu doctrines of the caste system and the authority of the
Vedas. Another way to say thisis, you are excluded from being
aBuddhist if you accept the Vedas or the caste system astrue.

Hinduismstrongly affirmsapanthei stic, monistic world-view
and the karmic law while rejecting any system which states the
opposite. Hinduism also saysthat since everythingisdivineit is
in some way true, hencetheir view that all religions are true and
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al roadslead to God. Sounds all-inclusive, but when you press
aHindu, he will never let go of the doctrine of reincarnation or
his pantheism. In fact, when you question him on his “all re-
ligions are true stance,” he will eventually exclude Christians.
Thisisbecausethe Christiantheist will claimthat only Christian-
ity is true, not that everything is true. The Hindu will counter,
“Christianity isfalse, everything istrue.”

The problem s, he hasjust refuted himself. If Christianity is
false, then not everything istrue. But if Christianity istrue, then
Hinduism is false because Christ claimed to be the only way to
God. The Hindu becomes mired in an endlessly repeating and
self-refuting argument. Eventually, you will be excluded from
Hinduism if you believe Christianity is right.

Y ou will find the sameistruein Atheism. If you assume that
God exists, you are excluded from membership in Atheism.

Islam also hasits points of exclusion. If the Christian affirms
that Christ isthefinal authority and greatest prophet of God, the
Muslim will exclude him from Islam. Islam, while affirming a
high position for Christ, says that there was a greater prophet,
Muhammad, and his revelation supersedes Christ’s.

Y ou will also be excluded from Mormonism if you assert, as
biblical Christianity does, that Christ and the Father are One and
that at no time was the Father a mortal man.

Itistruethat Christianity is exclusive, but so are all other
religions.
What Christ Claimed . . .

Because the law of non-contradiction applies to reality, we
can conclude that when Christ claimed to be the only way to
God, He was making a most reasonable statement. In point of
fact, it ismore reasonableto state that all religions are false than
to say that more than onereligionistrue.

Thereiseither onetruereligion or all religions are false.

Jesus claimed to be God (John 8:58 & 10:30), to havelifein
Himself (John 5:26), to be the Light of theworld (John 8:12), to
be the only way to eternal salvation (John 14:6 & 17:3), and to
be the Judge of the world (John 5:22). In fact, Jesus claimed to
be truth itself (John 14:6). Either these statements were true or
they were false, they can not be both (law of non-contradiction).
Truth canbefoundin Christ. That is, as God, everything He says
corresponds to reality.

“That might betruefor you, but it’s not true for me.”

If Christis, infact, God, then Heis God for everyone. If what
He said is true, then everyone who has ever lived will face Him
to give an account of what they did with the statements He made.
In other words, thereis no such thing asrelative truth. Either He
isthe only way to salvation or Heis not. It can’t be true for me
and not for everyone el se. Either Christ isabsolutetruth or Heis
no truth at all.

Questions and Answers

Question: What is truth and does it exist?
Answer: Truth is what corresponds to reality. Objective truth
does exist.

Question: Istruth exclusive?
Answer: Yes. All truth is exclusive. You can't affirm anything
without excluding its opposite.

Q: Istruth relative or absolute?
Answer: Truth is absolute. Any truth statement will apply at all
timesto all peoplein all places.

Q: Where can truth be found?
Answer: Jesus, being God, is where truth can be found. There-
fore, everything He says corresponds to reality (John 14:6). ==

= --“-/2‘ ; = .. e
(www.enlightened-spiriuality.org/Hinduism.htmI)

ewsweek magazine recently featured a brief article by Lisa
Miller in which she declared:*

America is not a Christian nation. We are, it is
true, anation founded by Christians, and according
to a 2008 survey, 76 percent of us continue to
identify as Christian . . . but recent poll data show
that conceptually, at |east, weare slowly becoming
more like Hindus and less like traditional Chris-
tians in the ways we think about God, our selves,
each other, and eternity . . .

She proceeded to explain that Hindus believe there are many
roads to God, none being better than the other, all being equal.
She pointed out that such a belief is contrary to traditional,
conservative Christianity which has always taught that Jesusis
the only way to God.

Well, asLisaMiller put it, “ Americans are no longer buying
it.” As proof, she pointed to a 2008 Pew Forum survey which
found that 65% of Americans now believe that “many religions
canleadto eternal life” — including 37% of white Evangelicals.
Another discovery of the Pew survey is that an increasing
number of people are seeking spiritual truth outside the church.
Accordingly, 30% of Americans call themselves “spiritual, not
religious.” The article concluded with an insightful quote from
Stephen Prothero, religion professor at Boston University. He
cals the American propensity for “the divine-deli-cafeteria
religion” as“very much in the spirit of Hinduism.” <=

1) Lisa Miller, “We Are All Hindus Now,” Newsweek, August 31,
2009, page 70.
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Further Thoughts About Jesus As The Only Way To God

Assertion: Christians are narrow-minded to think
Jesusis the only way to Heaven.

Response by L ee Strobel

few years ago, some friends

baby girl developed jaundice,
which is a disorder of the liver that
caused her skin and the whites of
her eyes to turn yellow. Of course
her parentswerevery concerned, so
they took the child to the pediatri-
cian. The pediatrician told them
jaundiceisapotentially devastating
disease, but it is aso easily cured:
al they had to do was to put the
baby under aspecial light that stim-
ulates healthy liver function.

The parents could have listened
to this from the doctor and said,
“That soundstoo easy. Just put her under alight? What if instead
we scrub her with soap and water and dip her in bleach? Cer-
tainly if we worked hard enough we could get her normal
coloring back.”

The doctor would have looked at them and said, “Y ou don’t
understand. Thereisonly oneway to cure your daughter.” They
could have replied, “What if we just ignore al this and pretend
everything’s okay. The jaundice is your truth, doc; it's not our
truth. If we sincerely believethat, thingswill turn out for the best
in the long haul.”

Thedoctor would have said, “Y ou’ re going to jeopardize the
life of your child if you do that. There is only one way to cure
her. You’'re hesitant to pursue treatment because it sounds too
easy. But look at the credentials on my wall. I've studied at
medical school. I've used what I’ ve learned to treat and to cure
countless babies. Trust me.”

Would anybody accusethose parents of being narrow-minded
if they trusted a doctor with credentials and pursued the only
course of treatment that was going to cure their little girl? Of
course not! That is not being narrow-minded. That is acting
rationally and in accordance with the evidence.

Every persononthisplanet hasaterminal illnesscalled“sin.”
The reason those of us who follow Jesus cling to Him so tightly
isthat Heisthe Great Physician who hastheonly cure. We could
try to scrub away our sinswith good deeds, but it will not work.
We can sincerely think that there are other ways of dealing with
it. But we would be sincerely wrong.

The truth is that only the Great Physician offers a treatment
that will erase the stain of sin. He has credentials and credibility
to back Him up. So when we turn to Him, we're not being
narrow-minded. We are acting rationally and in accordance with
the evidence. %

(Editor’'s note: Lee Strobel is a well known Christian author. This
illustration was taken from an article on www.Christianity Today.com
entitled, “Are There Many Paths to God?")

Assertion: But what if a person is sincere in their
erroneous belief?

Response by Josh McClellan

hat if someone is sincere in
their belief? Would God re-
ally send them to hell?

Let me answer this question on

sounds good on the surface, but & &
really betrays common sense when
we seeit for what it is.

If this is the case, was Hitler ¥4
justified in murdering five million
Jews if he really sincerely believed S
it was the right thing to do? | think EEEECE
all of us would say of course not.
We used to believe the earth was
flat. But now we know it is round. If someone truly, sincerely
believed it was flat, would that make it flat? No, of course not.

Onefinal illustration. If astudent gets a question wrong on a
test, but goes up to the teacher and tells him that although he got
the question wrong, he really believed it was right, so he thinks
the teacher should give him credit for it, is the teacher going to
give him credit for it? Of course not.

Being sincerely wrong doesn’t count anywhereelseinlife. It
sounds great to some when it comes to religion, but it realy
doesn’'t make any sense. | think this idea is fed by an under-
standing of religion as being about living lives that have the
appearance of goodness, and thus, if one appearsto live agood
moral life, then why wouldn’t God accept them, regardless of
what they call themselves? This approach obviously puts little
value on propositions (truth claims themselves), but sees mo-
rality as the key to acceptance before God.

The Bible, however, makes it clear that goodness is never
good enough, and has no basisfor justifying usbefore God. Only
what Jesus did for us on the cross can do that. Being moral will
never be good enough. And neither will sincerity apart from
truth. =

(Editor’s note: Josh is the collegiate minister at the University of
Science and Arts of Oklahoma. He has earned M.Div. and Th.M.
degrees form Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary and is cur-
rently in the application process for a Ph. D. in Apologetics from the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Heis married, and he and his
wife, Malynda, have one child, Noah Mark, who is 2 years old. Josh
spent most of his childhood in Guatemala, where his parents served as
missionaries for 12 years. You can find his writings online at http://
joshmcclellan.wordpress.com.)
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Thelnsanity and Immorality of the U.S. National Debt

Thelnsanity

Michael T. Snyder

lot of peoplearevery upset about therapidly increasing U.S.

national debt these daysand they are demanding asolution.
What they don’t realize is that there simply is not a solution
under the current U.S. financial system. It is now mathemati-
cally impossible for the U.S. government to pay off the U.S.
national debt.

You see, the truth is that the U.S. government now owes
moredollarsthan actually exist. If the U.S. government went out
today and took every single penny from every single American
bank, business and taxpayer, they still would not be able to pay
off the national debt. And if they did that, obviously American
society would stop functioning because nobody would have any
money to buy or sell anything. And the U.S. government would
still be massively in debt.

So why doesn’t the U.S. government just fire up the printing
presses and print abunch of money to pay off the debt?Well, for
one very simple reason. That is not the way our system works.

You see, for more dollars to enter the system, the U.S.
government hasto go into more debt. The U.S. government does
notissueU.S. currency — the Federal Reservedoes. The Federal
Reserveisaprivate bank owned and operated for profit by avery
powerful group of elite international bankers.

If you will pull adollar bill out and take alook at it, you will
notice that it says “Federal Reserve Note” at the top. It belongs
to the Federal Reserve. The U.S. government cannot simply go
out and create new money whenever it wants under our current
system. Instead, it must get it from the Federal Reserve.

So, when the U.S. government needs to borrow more money
(which happens a lot these days) it goes over to the Federa
Reserve and asks them for some more green pieces of paper
called Federal Reserve Notes. The Federal Reserve swaps these
green pieces of paper for pink pieces of paper caled U.S.
Treasury bonds. The Federal Reserve either sells these U.S.
Treasury bonds or they keep the bonds for themselves (which
happens a lot these days).

So that ishow the U.S. government gets more green pieces of
paper caled “U.S. dollars” to put into circulation. But by doing
S0, they get themselvesinto even more debt which they will owe
even more interest on.

So every time the U.S. government does this, the national
debt gets even bigger and the interest on that debt gets even
bigger. <

Note: Michael T. Snyder is an attorney who lives and works in
Arlington, Virginia. Thisarticleisan excerpt fromamuchlonger article
that can befound at http://theeconomiccollapsebl og.com under thetitle,
“It Is Now Mathematically Impossible To Pay Off the U.S. National
Debt.” He also maintains a website about end time prophecy. It can be
found at http://signsofthel astdays.com.

The lmmorality

Dr. David R. Reagan

hat would you think of me if g

| were to purchase a ten mil- §
lion dollar house and charge it to =
my children, my grandchildren, and
my great grandchildren? | have no
doubt that you would think | was
both insane and immoral. And you
would be correct.

No one has any right to pile up
debtsfor other peopleto pay. Todo
so isto commit aform of theft.

Our federal government iscom-
pletely out of control. With the
encouragement of the executive
branch, the Congress continues to
spend with reckless abandon.

Theinevitable result is going to
be a runaway hyper-inflation that
will destroy our nation’s economy.

Picturetaken at a Tea
Party protest rally.

Our debt has become so huge
that it is now beyond the compre-
hension of the mind. A recent article in World magazine illus-
trated this point in a clever way:

How much is $1 trillion? To get an idea of how
massive thisamount is, think of it in seconds. Going
back in time 1 million seconds would take you back
12 days. Onehillion secondswould take you back 30
years, and 1 trillion seconds would take you back
32,000 years.

The U.S. national debt exceeded $12 trillion at the end of
2009 and is projected to top $20 trillion in 10 years!

Both individually and as a nation, Americans have become
debt junkies, insisting on instant gratification through mindless
borrowing. Our basic motivating forceis greed.

In contrast the Bible exhorts us to be content with what we
have (1 Timothy 6:6-8). The Bible does not prohibit debt, but it
warns strongly against it: “. . . the borrower is the slave of the
lender” (Proverbs 22:7 — ESV).

Thistruth can beseenin our relationshipwithIsrael. They are
our natura ally, sharing our values. And yet we are limited in
what support we can give them because we are indebted to the
Arab world for ail. In like manner, it is doubtful that we would
cometo theaid of another natural ally, Taiwan, should theisland
be invaded by China. The Chinese own too much of our debt for
usto stand up to them.

Meanwhile, we continue to sell off our assets to foreign
nations in an attempt to stay afloat. The days are clearly num-
bered for both the dollar and our status as aworld power. %
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The Hand of God

Dr. David R. Reagan

recently ran across two pictures that vividly illustrated one of
the fundamental principles revealed in the Scriptures —
namely, the sovereignty of God.

Thefirst wasapainting by Pat Marvenko Smith, the remark-
ableillustrator of the book of Revelation. It showed the hand of
God reaching down from Heaven to knock the playing pieces of f
a chessboard spread across the surface of the earth. It reminded
me of how God so often intervenesin history to summarily dis-
missthebest laid plans of political leaders. Heisableto confuse,
frustrate and defeat the goals of the most powerful kings, presi-
dents and prime ministers.

The other picture was an editorial cartoon by the insightful
Israeli artist, Oleg Schwartzburg. It showed Isragl’ s Prime Min-
ister, Benjamin Netanyahu, involvedin atug of war with several
leaders of the world’s superpowers. They are pulling mightily
and sweating profusely while Netanyahu, standing alone, easily
resiststheir pull, all because the finger of God rests on hisend of
therope! It cleverly illustrates the only explanation possible for
the continued existence of Israel since 1948, through war after
war. How else can you explain the survival of less than two
million Jews in the midst of a sea of Arabs exceeding 300
million in number?

Two key verses concerning the sovereignty of God can be
found in the Psalms:

Psalm 103:19 — “The Lord has established His
throneinthe heavens; and Hissovereignty rulesover
al.”

Psalm 135:5-6 — “I know the Lord is great, and that
our Lord is above al gods. Whatever the Lord
pleases, He does.”

Do you remember when the king of Babylon, Nebuchad-
nezzar, was rendered insane and lived like an animal for seven
years, crawling around in fields eating grass? Daniel wrote that
this whole experience was for the purpose of impressing upon
the king “that the Most High isruler over the realm of mankind,

OLEG @ 2009

Editorial cartoon by Israeli artist Oleg Schwartzburg.

Pal Marvenka Smith -

Painting by Pat M arvenko Smith (Revelationlllustrated.com)

and bestows it [dominion] on whomever He wishes.” (Daniel
4:25). Later, when Nebuchadnezzar regained his senses, he
proclaimed the sovereignty of God: “All the inhabitants of the
earth are accounted as nothing, but He [God] does according to
Hiswill in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth
..." (Daniel 4:35).

The hand of God can be upon someone in either agood or a
bad sense. King David mentioned the positive aspect when he
prayed, “...inYour handispower and might; anditliesin Y our
hand to make great, and to strengthen everyone” (1 Chronicles
29:12). But the magicians of Pharaoh, in response to the third
plague of gnats, bemoaned, “ Thisis the finger of God” (Exodus

8:19).

Every time things appear to be getting out of con-
trol on the world scene, and the bad guys appear to be
getting the upper hand, 1 remind myself of Psalm 2.
That psalm declaresthat while all the palitical leaders
of the world conspire against the Lord and His Mes-
siah, God sits in the heavens and laughs! He laughs
not because He doesn’'t care. He cares intensely. He
laughs because He has it al under control (see Psalm
2:1-5).

In short, Almighty God has the wisdom and the
power to orchestrate all the evil of Mankind to the
triumph of His Son.

We believers are in good hands, and because of
that, we are going to win in the end!
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Censor ship of Christians—

The NCAA (National Collegiate
Athletic Association) recently re-
moved an advertisement from its
website that was being sponsored
by Focus on the Family. The ad
showed a father holding his young
son next to a banner headline that
read: “ Celebrate Family. Celebrate Life.” A sub-title read: “All
| want for my son isfor him to grow up knowing how to do the
right thing.” When contacted to find out why the ad was objec-
= = tionable, NCAA officials said
that even though the message
was okay, the messenger was
not. They said the decisionwas
made after some of its mem-
bers — including faculty and
WJ‘.‘HQ athletic directors — expressed
o | CONCErN that the evangelical
soaraMny azesn Qroup’ s stance against gay and
= leshianrelationshipsconflicted
with the NCAA'’s policy of
inclusion regardless of sexual orientation. In other words, the
organization sponsoring the message was a Christian one that
stands for the biblical view of marriage.

Celebrate Family.
Celebrate Life™

15 for him 1o grow up

Focuson thFamin Ad

“Woe to those who call evil good and good evil.”
(Isaiah 5:20)

Obama Appointments —

President Obama recently chose
Amanda Simpson to be his senior
technical advisor to the U. S. De-
partment of Commerce, making it
the first transgender appointment
by apresident in American history.
Simpson has 30 years of experi-
ence in the aerospace industry.
While working at Raytheon, she
transitioned from male-to-female
during asix year period of timeand
| then successfully lobbied to add

gender identity to Raytheon’s em-

ployment policies. She has been
very activein anumber of radical political organizationslike Out
& Equal.

The President has appointed aMus-
[im named Rashad Hussain to rep-
resent the United Statesat the Orga-
nization for the Islamic Conference
(OIC). Thisisan organization of 57
states and non-state groups dedi-
cated to the promotion of Islam
throughout the world. It is an anti-
democratic organization that be-
lievesin the spread of Sharia Law.
The president said he thought Hus-
sain would be a good choice be-
cause he has memorized the entire
Koran in the original Arabic.

Amanda Simpson

Rashad Hussain

and Seasons

Christian Bashing —

During last year's MTV music
video awards ceremony, actor Jack
Black urged the audience to hold
hands and pray to “dear dark lord
Satan.” The Radio City Music Hall
audiencereadily obeyed hisrequest
and joined him in praying to the
devil. During the prayer, he asked Satan to continue to blessthe
music industry with success. Former HoIIywood actor Bob
Turnbull characterized the prayer as
“pathetic’ and said it showed the
“heartbreakingly sad” sideof Holly-
wood's culture. Radio talk-show
host Jesse Lee Peterson criticized
MTV, saying “it is disturbing that
MTV continuesto promotethemost
degenerateand base programsonits
network.” He added, “They inten-
tionaly air programming designed
to seduce and corrupt the minds and

hearts of America’s youth.” Jack Black
® : ':'0' * Meanwhile, pop star Elton Johnwas

4 '0: oneof thefeatured performersat the

0. 2010 Grammy Awards. Afterwards,

. in an interview with Parade maga
® ' zine, he said, “1 think Jesus was a
compassionate, super-intelligent
gay man Who understood human
probl ems.” Hethen picked up W|th

Elton'.]ohn

Increasing Secularism —

More than 100,000 Britons have recently downloaded “ certifi-
cates of de-baptism” from the Internet in order to formally
renouncetheir Christian faith. The practice hasnow spread to the
United States. Groups
have even organized to
conduct “ de-baptism cere-
monies.” The ceremony
features a robed “priest”
who uses a hair dryer la-
beled“reason” to symboli-
caly blow away the wa-
ters of baptism once and
for al. The ceremony con-
cludes with a mock com-
munion service during
whichtheparticipantsfeed
on a“de-sacrament,” usu-
ally crackers with peanut
butter. They then receive
certificates stating that
they have “freely re-
nounced a previous mistake, and accepted Reason over Supersti-
tion.” o=

De-Baptism Ceremony
(www.mopo.com)
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Celevision Update

New Video Editor
Added to Media Team

We are pleased to announcethat we have added an additional
video editor to our mediateam. His nameis Brett Everett.
Heis married, and he and his wife, Kathy, have two children.

= 1 ey

The Everett Family
Kathy, Taylor (age 7), Macey (age 12), and Brett
Brett comes to us from the Brookhaven Church in Dallas
where hewas serving astheir mediaminister. Heisagraduate of
Oklahoma Baptist University and Southwestern Theological
Seminary where he earned agraduate degreein ministry. He had
extensive experience in youth ministry before shifting to the
specialty of media outreach. Brett’s wife, Kathy is afirst grade
teacher in the Carrollton School system in north Dallas.

Expanded Outreach in Kentucky

We are also delighted to announce that we now have ex-
tended coverage of our television program in the great state of
Kentucky where we have many of our strongest supporters.
Daystar isnow broadcasting our program over the Insight Cable
Network on channel 280. This network supplies Louisville,
Lexington, Covington, and Bowling Green, Kentucky. It also
provides service to Evansville, Indiana.

Our program has always been available in these areas by
satellite over the Dish Network and DirecTV, and in some of the
areasit has been available by cable viathe Inspiration Network.
Now that it is available via the Insight Cable Network, we are
hoping that many more of our Kentucky friends will be able to
view the program.

Television Activities
During the week of May 16, we will broadcast our 400" TV
program since we started broadcasting in September of 2002.

We hope to do two remote shoots this year, one at the Holyland
Experience in Orlando, Florida, and onein Isragl.

We are currently working with a set designer to produce a com-
pletely new set for our television program.

“Christ in Prophecy” Broadcast Schedule

National Networks

Daystar Network
DISH Channel 263

DirecTV Channel 369
On cable networks throughout the nation.

Zone Pacific Mountain Central Eastern
Day Wed. Wed. Wed. Wed.
Time 4:00pm 5:00pm 6:00pm 7:00pm
Inspiration Network
Zone Pacific Mountain Centrd Eastern
Day Fri. Fri. Fri. Fri.
Time 9:00am 10:00am 11:00am Noon
The Church Channel
DirecTV Channel 371
Zone Pacific Mountain Centrd Eastern
Day Sat. Sat. Sat. Sat.
Time 6:30pm 7:30pm 8:30pm 9:30pm

National Religious Broadcaster s Network
DirecTV Channel 378

Zone Pacific Mountain Central Eastern
Day Sun. Sun. Sun. Sun.
Time 2:00pm 3:00pm 4:00pm 5:00pm

Regional Networks

“Christ in Prophecy” isbroadcast through-
il out southern Louisiana on the Family
Vision Network at various times. See:
www.kajn.com/familyvision.

New Mexico Family Stations is a
network consisting of two stations in
Albuguerque: KAZQ, Channel 32 and
KTVS, Channel 36. Our program is
broadcast on Thursday at 11:00pm and
on Saturday at 3:00pm.

Thelnternet

You can access our weekly television program through our
website at www.lamblion.com. Go to the home page, scroll
down to the bottom, and click on “Current TV Show.” You can
also watch our TV programs on the Tangle website at www.
tangle.com/lambandlion. =
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Missions Update

Providing Assistance
Around theWorld

We continueto support 7 domestic and 12 foreign ministries
on aregular monthly basis, sending each one a specified
amount and adding to that amount any special donations we
might receive that are designated for particular ministries.

Additionally, from time to time, we make special donations
to respond to emergency needs. Recently these haveincluded the
earthquake victims in both Haiti and Chile. Y ou can designate
giftsfor any of the ministries we support. All the funds will be
forwarded to the designated ministry. We do not take out any
handling fees.

Interesting Mission Facts

33% of all people in the world claim to be Christian, which
means that 67% of the world’ s population is non-Christian.

Muslims constitute 20% of the world’ s population and Hindus,
15%.

It is estimated that 450 million people in India have never even
heard the name of Jesus.

The least evangelized nations in the world are the Maldive
Islands (in the Indian Ocean) and Bhutan (in the Himalayas); the
African countries of Mauritania, Somalia, and Morocco; the
Eurasian nationsof Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, and Turkmenistan;
and the country of Yemen (in the Arabian Peninsula).

29% of all souls on earth know nothing about salvation through
Jesus Christ.

The combined Buddhist, Chinese, and Muslim blocs contain 2
billion souls, nearly one-third of the earth’s population, but less
than 1% of the 455,000 Christian missionariesin theworld today
are ministering in these blocs.

Foreign mission work can occur in the United States because
over onemillioninternational students are studying at American
schools.

Thefastest growing Christian populationintheworld today isin
China.

Missions Snapshots

Don Perkins and Dave Reagan

Don Perkinsisthe only full timeBlack evangelist in the United
States whose ministry is solely devoted to the teaching and
preaching of Bible prophecy. Heisanative of Louisiana, but his
ministry is headquartered in San Diego, California. The website
of his ministry can be found at www.according2prophecy.org.

John Ishmael heads up a ministry
in Bangalore, India that his father
established 37 yearsago. Itiscalled
Revival Literature Fellowship, and,
as the name implies, it focuses on
the publication of Christian litera-
tureinthemajor languagesof India.

But the ministry does far more than
that. He recruits and provides sup-
< port for many native ministers. He

sponsors conferences for pastors.
And he provides emergency relief for disaster victims and for
Christian victims of Hindu and Muslim violence. He has pub-
lished many of Lamb & Lion's books in various Indian lan-
guages, and he currently publishes a condensed version of our
Lamplighter magazine.

. -
Dave and John Ishmael

Brother Ishmael currently hastwo major needs. First, he desper-
ately needs $20,000 to purchase a new vehicle for his ministry.
Second, he needs approximately $150,000 to purchase a perma-
nent facility for hisministry. He has had to rely on rented facili-
ties, but is able to remain in them for only short periods of time
because radical Hindus bring pressure to bear on his landlords,
forcing him to retreat to his home.

Standfast Oyinna is a great man of God in Nigeria whom we
have helped for over 20 years, mainly by supplying him with
audio tapes and printed materials. Recently, we provided him
with $2,000 to dig two wellsin villageswhere he ministers. (Did
you know that 80% of all disease in the world is caused by
impuredrinking water?) Hopefully, in next month’ sissue of this
magazine we will have some pictures of the wellswhich we can
share with you. Standfast isin constant need of Bibles, videos,
and audio programswhich he utilizesin histeaching ministry. £
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ThelLamb & Lion Annual Bible Conference
Friday Evening and All Day Saturday, June 25 & 26

Mike Gendron

Larry McCoy

“Defending the Faith”

Convention site: The Marriott Courtyard Hotel
in Allen, Texas, a suburb of Dallas.

Music

Jack Hollingsworth, the featured singer on the Lamb & Lion TV
show, “Christ in Prophecy,” will present Gospel music throughout
the conference.

Larry McCoy, agifted Christian musician from Gallatin, Tennessee,
will begin the conference on Friday evening with a special concert
that will feature songsfrom hisincredible Revelation albuminwhich
he has put the entire book of Revelation to music.

Speaker’s Topics
Brannon Howse: “ The Truth of the Christian Worldview”
Mike Gendron: “ The Truth of the Bible®
Jobe Martin: “ The Truth of Creation”
Dave Reagan: “ The Truth of the Virgin Birth”
Eric Barger: “ The Truth of Jesus' Divinity”
Ron Rhodes: “ The Truth of the Resurrection”

Banquet

On Saturday evening, following the conclusion of the conference,
there will be a banquet at the hotel to celebrate the 30" anniversary
of Lamb & Lion Ministries. Ed Hindson, one of Christendom’ smost
anointed Bible prophecy teachers, will be the featured speaker.

The conference is free of charge. The banquet will cost $35 per
person. Registration for the conference is required due to limited
seating. To register, call 972-736-3567 or register at the Lamb &
Lion website: www.lamblion.com. To reserve a room at the con-
ference hotel, call 214-383-1151 and ask for the Lamb & Lion
Conference group rate.

Ron Rhodes

Jack Hoallingsworth
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Ministry News
Schedule —

The Lamb & Lion annua Bible
conference is scheduled for the last
weekend in June (25-26). In July
Dr. Reagan will be speaking at the
First Baptist Church in Bayfield,
Colorado (23-24). August is going
to be a very busy month. Dr.
Reagan will begin the month
speaking a David Hocking's
= conference in Cadlifornia. It is
scheduled to be held at the Calvary Chapel in Chino Hills (6-7).
In the middle of the month, Dr. Reagan will be one of the
speakers at the annual conference sponsored by Maranatha
Ministries. It will be held at First Baptist Church in Broussard,
Louisiana (13-14). While in Louisiana, Dr. Reagan will aso
speak at Amana Christian Fellowship in Maurice (15). Dr.
Reagan will complete the month speaking at Mt. Pleasant United
Methodist Church in Terre Haute, Indiana (21-22).

|srael Pilgrimage —

The next Lamb & Lion pilgrimage
to Israel is set to take place in No-
vember. The group will depart on
November 12th and return on the
23rd. Dr. Reagan will personaly
host the group. They will spend two
nightsin Tel Aviv, two in Tiberias «
(on the Sea of Galilee), and five in
Jerusalem. There will also be an ®
overnight stay in Frankfurt, Ger- 48
many on theway back to the States. ¥
The group will be limited to 52
people. For more details, call the
Lamb & Lion office or check our website (800-705-8316 or
www.lamblion.com).

Prophecy Partners—

Jeff Nichols and his dad, Eddie Lopez, are Prophecy Partnersin
Lutherville-Timonium, Maryland.

We need your support as a Prophecy Partner! Our Prophecy
Partners constitute the financial and prayer foundation of our
ministry. Prophecy Partners make a commitment to donate $20
amonth or morefor oneyear. Call our officefor details. Thanks!

Children’s Book

Cathryn Widley of Dallasreads her book about Jes,ls return.

Our popular Bible prophecy book for pre-school and elementary
children, JesusisComing Again!, isnow availablein the Spanish
language. In either English or Spanish, the cost is $10 plus the
cost of mailing.

Publications —

Werecently issued anew catalogue
that contains descriptions of all the
learning materials that the ministry
has produced in recent years, in-
cluding books, videos and audio
programs. For a free copy of the &
catalogue, give usacall (972-736
3567). You can aso find most of ¢
our materials displayed in our on-
line store (www.lamblion.com).

We have a publication called Bible : :
Prophecy Insights which we publish from time to time. Each
issue features one of our magazine articlesthat has proved to be
especialy popular. Theissuesrun 8
to 12 pagesin length. Each issueis
sent out to our Prophecy Partners
free of charge. For othersthecostis
one dollar each plus the cost of
mailing. Thusfar we have produced
four issues: “What Happens When
You Die?’ “Are You Sweating the
End Times?’ “50 ReasonsWhy We
AreLiving in the End Times,” and
“Living for Christ in the End
Times.” Asaspecia offer, we will
send you all four issues for $5, in-

PROP?-IEI(E\E; DS‘IghtS

Living for Christ in the End Times

cluding the cost of mailing.

Weare currently in the process of getting two of our basic books
published in Spanish — God' s Plan for the Ages and Wrath and
Glory. Thelatter book, Dr. Reagan’ scommentary on the book of
Revelation, wasrecently published inthe Nepali language. It has
already been published in Telegu and Urdu, languages used in
Indiaand Pakistan. <
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Questions About The Weather

® \Why are we experiencing so many hurricanes, torna-
does, tsunamis, and earthquakes?

® Are natural disasters simply “acts of nature,” or is
God angry with us?

® Does God speak through natural disasters, or is that a
silly superstition?

® |[s Satan the one who is really in control of natural
disasters?

® Are all natural disasters a result of Man’s sin?

® Can a natural disaster be a remedial judgment from
God?

® Could U.S. treatment of Israel play a role in the
natural disasters that America has recently suffered?

® Doestheincreasing frequency and intensity of natural
disasters point to the Lord’s soon return?

These and many other questions people often ask about
the weather are answered in this 50 minute presentation by
Dr. Reagan which was made before a live audience at a
Steeling the Mind Conference.

DVD format. $12 plus the cost of shipping.

Guidelines For End Time Living

One of Dr. Reagan’s most
thought-provoking books. It ad-
dresses the two main challenges
to the Christian faith in the 21
Century — namely, the deterio-
ration of society and the growing
apostasy in the church. Ten prin-
ciples are presented that Chris-
tians can follow to overcome
paganism and live victorious
lives. 264 pages. $15 plus the
cost of shipping.

Living for Christ

in the

End Times

Taking A Stand For The Truth

A hard-hitting, thought-pro-
voking book about how Chris- ==
tians today have been intimi-
dated by political correctness to outrageous
remain silent about biblical
truths that our society needs to
hear. The author, who is pastor 7

A CALL TO CHRISTIANS TO ST

of First Baptist Church in Dal-
las, presents the case for abso-
lute truth and challenges Chris-
tians to speak up for those truths.
256 pages. $15 plus shipping.

Absolutes
You Can Still Believe

ROBERT JEFFRESS

—
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